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The Will of God and the Will of Man 

Who has the final say? 

Dr. Denis V Smith 
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Introduction  

Scott Attebery from the Baptist Missionary Association of America asked 

this question, “Where do we find God's will?”   In 2008, his wife, Jill, 
passed away in an automobile accident. He recalls, “God used our Church 

to be Christ to my family and me during that time.” And “through it all, 
God has been faithful to my son, Bryce, and me.”  He is qualified to ask 

the question. He suggests the answer might be found in one of the 
following theories. 

1. The Tightrope Theory 

This teaching declares God's will is like a tightrope where one wrong 

move will ruin your life and require you to start all over again – or worse, 
be eternally out of God's will. This view assumes God is powerless to work 

through the faults of man. 

The tightrope theory has a difficult time explaining how Moses could lead 

the children of Israel out of Egypt with first-degree murder on his record 

(Exodus 2:11-12) or how Peter could preach powerfully at Pentecost (Acts 

2:14-41) when months earlier Jesus rebuked him and called Him Satan 

(Matthew 16:23). It seems God is not wringing His hands worried that 
imperfect men will mess up His will. 
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2. The Perfect Will of God Theory 

Another theory describes a state of being where everything magically 
lines up to put you in God's perfect will. (Of course this implies that God 

also has an imperfect will – which sounds really strange for God.) "Those 
who espouse this view seem to think that there are a range of possible 

choices that are acceptable to God, but that our main goal should be to 
hit God's bull's-eye." 

This view leaves God at our mercy by assuming He has to take the 

decisions we make and do His best with them.  Isn't it funny how we 
never hear Jesus speak this way to anyone?  "I'm sorry Andrew, the 

healing you performed was good, but if you would have been in my 
perfect will, it would have been great!  Try to do better next time." 

 

3. The Open Door Theory 

Many people believe that if a door of opportunity opens in life, it must be 

from God. Quoting Revelation 3:8, "I have set before you an open door, 
which no one is able to shut" they take this passage totally out of context. 

But even if the interpretation were correct, it would still leave a difficult 
question, “Which door?” Every situation in life has multiple possibilities for 

open doors. 

Apparently Peter picked the wrong door when he tried to free Jesus by 
cutting off a Roman soldier's ear. Jesus rebuked him saying, "Do you 

think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me 
more than twelve legions of angels?" (Matthew 26:53) Translation: "I'm 

going through a different door." I wonder how many of us would have 
chosen the same one?  

 

4. The Follow Your Heart Theory 

Some misguided believers have spiritualised the secular adage to "follow 
your heart." The only problem, according to Jeremiah 17:9, is "The heart 

is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can understand 
it?" Samson may have been the first to say, "Amen!" 

Sometimes this view comes in the form of the phrase "You'll just know," 

which is code for "I don't have a clue." Other times someone may refer to 
having a "peace" about a situation. But Jesus wasn't experiencing 

emotional peace in Luke 22:41-44 when He sweat drops of blood in the 
garden.  

And there is no doubt He fulfilled God's will. 
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It Shouldn't Be Confusing 

All of the theories about God's will have caused many to feel anxious 
about making any decisions without some sort of divine guidance, so they 

begin to believe that every hunch or feeling must be God's way of trying 
to tell them something. 

Many times, the feelings they interpret as “divine revelation” are merely 

reflections of their circumstances. For example, Jennifer's attraction to 
Tim's guitar skills may be the real reason she thinks God is leading her to 

date him. The test that Craig bombed in his business class could account 
for his desire to change majors. And Jim's rough week at the office may 

have shaped his desire to move to California. Just like Jonah stumbling 
upon a boat headed to Tarshish, opportunities can seem providential 

when we already have a desire for them. 

All of the stress and strain of trying to stay on the tightrope or in the 
bulls-eye of God's will seems strange for those who have been promised 

"my yoke is easy, and my burden is light." (Matthew 11:30) 

The constant feeling that God's will is always dangling just out of reach 
seems at odds with "ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will 

find; knock, and it will be opened to you." (Luke 9:11) 

But where do we find God's will? 

The preceding is an excerpt from Scott 
Attebery book, "Navigate: Understanding 

& Pursuing God's Will." 
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The Will of God and the Will of Man  

 

Do you remember the story of Alice in Wonderland?     

 
On her journey, she came to a fork in the road and panicked.  As she 

lifted her eyes heavenward, she did not find God, but the Cheshire cat 
leering at her from his perch in the tree above her. “Which way should I 

go?” asked Alice. “That depends …” said the cat. “Depends … on what?” 
replied the confused girl.  “On your destination – where are you going?” 

said the cat, thoroughly confusing Alice.     
 

“I don’t know…” stammered Alice. “Then,” said the cat, with its grin 
spreading wider, “it doesn’t matter which way you go.”     

 
It may not matter to the Cheshire cats and Alice’s of this world, but it 

should matter to Christians as to where they are going.   
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Every Christian is on a journey.  We are a people on the move – our 

destination does matter.   We are sure of our final destination – that’s 

heaven – the place of no “goodbyes, farewells or au revoirs.”  
 

But what do we do about the many optional roads on the way of life?  
  

What about the many forks in the road?  And I’m not just speaking of the 
one in the Muppet Movie!  

 
Everyone wants to know the future.  

  
Even though the astrology predictions of the newspapers, magazines and 

special publications are as broad as they are long in their efforts to reveal 
the future, people still buy them and they are big business!  

 
Astrology is supposed to help in planting flowers, eradicating weeds, 

growing watermelons and harvesting sweet peas.  You can do it all “by 

the stars!”   This is not a new phenomenon.    
 

We are introduced to various forms of divination throughout the Old 
Testament.  
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In Ezekiel 21:21, we read of the king of Babylon. “For the king of Babylon 
stands at the parting of the road, at the fork of two roads, to use 

divination; he shakes the arrows, he consults the images (teraphim), he 
looks at the liver.” (Ezekiel 21:21 NKJV) 

 
 This introduces us to three forms of divination:  

 
 Rhabdomancy – Throwing of sticks or arrows into the air and 

reading the way they fall.  
 Hepatoscopy – Examining a liver or entrails of a sacrifice.  

 Teraphim – Consulting the images of dead ancestors.  
 

The desire to know the future has been around for centuries. People of 
this century have not changed either!  Nostradamus is still consulted by 

some who wish to know the future.    

  
Biblical prophecy has become more interesting to some people, 

particularly in the light of current events around the world.  Are people 
interested in what is happening in the world? What is the future of 

mankind?  
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I think it still comes down to a bottom line, “What is going to happen to 

me?” is what people really want to know.  
 

“Will I fall in love – will it be forever?”  
“Will I graduate?”  

“Will I marry?”  
“Will I have fifteen children? Will they be just like me?”  

 
I was reminded of Con the Fruiterer’s wife – Marika – who sang this song:  

 

“When I was just a little girl, I asked my mother, what would I be? 

Would I be pretty; would I be rich? 
Here’s what she said to me... 

No!” 
  

There are two attitudes we can display when wanting to know God’s Will:  
  

 “Lord, I want to do what pleases you. Please show me your will for 

my life.”  
 

 “Lord, I want to know why you did this and that, even if it means 
looking into things I have no right to know about.”  

 
So often, we want to know simple answers to difficult questions. On some 

occasions, we even ask questions that cannot be answered.     
  

Actually, most of God’s answers to mankind are simple – it’s we humans 
who complicate the issue by debating the issues.  

  
One of the most asked questions about God’s will is, “Why did Adam fall?”  

The most common answer is that, he did so of his own free will.  
  

Then we ask the complicating question, “How could a righteous created 

being, living in innocence and created by a Perfect Creator, commit sin?”  
  

Wasn’t Adam making an evil choice when he had no previous knowledge 
or disposition towards evil?  The answer follows. “Well, he was tempted 

and deceived by Satan!”  Then, why don’t we blame the Devil – after all, 
he deceived Adam?”  

  
Well, if Adam could be tempted, did a holy God place an unholy desire 

towards evil in his created beings?”    
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That casts a shadow over God’s integrity. The argument continues 

backwards and forwards until some Professor of theology declares – 
“Well, it was God’s will!”  

  

And that opens up a can of worms as well.  If it was God’s will that Adam 
sin, do you mean to tell me “God was forcing Adam to sin?”   

  
And then He punished him for sinning?     

  
It’s too simplistic to suggest Adam fell because it was God’s will.      

 
Why did he fall?   The simple answer if we are honest is, “We don’t know!”    

 
Has it ever dawned on you, that there are some things that we will never 

know?  
 

Satan’s response during the temptation in Eden when Eve protested was, 
“You will not surely die.  For God knows that in the day you eat of it your 

eyes will be opened and you will be like God knowing good and evil.” 
(Genesis 3:4-5)   
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And that has been the basis of many a temptation ever since Adam and 

Eve fell and passed on the bias of sin to us. (Romans 5:12)   
  

“Your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God knowing good and 
evil.”  

  
We want to know the future.  We talk so much about God’s will!   Some 

people scare me when they talk about God’s will – as if they had some 

secret contact with the Almighty and want to share this special knowledge 
about me and my future!     

  
Some years ago, I was preaching in a large church in New Zealand and 

God was blessing the people.  Some were coming to Christ and others 
returning to Him.  It was a good service.  I had been preaching about the 

early church thriving in the midst of persecution and encouraging the 
people that God never abdicates His position of sovereign authority over 

His church.  
  

After the service, a lady I had never seen before in my life came to me 
and said, “I have a message from God for you – you will be martyred for 

Jesus.  But, don’t worry, the church will go on!”  Not very encouraging is 
it?    

  

I generally ignore those “revelations” because there is usually little 
credibility with the messenger.  Why do people want to pass on that 

information to me?  Can’t I find God’s will for myself?  
  

Let me take you into a short study in the language of the New Testament.    
  

Two words for “will” are used:  
  

1. “boule” – which has its roots in an ancient verb which meant, “a 
rational and conscious desire.”  

 
2. “thelama” – “an impulsive or unconscious desire.”  

  
As the Greek language developed, this distinction softened and the words 

were used interchangeably.   In the New Testament, “boule” usually 

refers to a plan based upon careful deliberation and is most often used 
when referring to:   

 
 the “counsel of God;”  

 
 to God’s foreordained plan;   

 
 which is predetermined and inflexible.      



Will of God and Will of Man                                        Denis V Smith 

 
 

©Solutions by Design 2021                                                            Page 14 of 67 

 

Luke uses this word in Acts 2:23 when recording Peter’s Sermon on the 
Day of Pentecost.  

  
“Him, (Jesus) being delivered by the determinate counsel (boule) and 

foreknowledge of God, you have taken and by wicked hands have 
crucified and slain.” (Acts 2:23)  

  
Here, God’s resolute will is revealed.     

  
His will is unalterable and His plan is resolute.  

  
“thelama” usually refers to what is agreeable, what is desired, what is 

intended, what is chosen or what is commanded.    
  

The force or power of the word depends upon the context in which it is 

used.    

  
Thus, when we speak of the “will of God” we need always to ask ourselves 

a question, “In which sense are we using the word – in the absolute sense 
or the desirable sense?  
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I am always challenged when approaching this kind of subject as it is still 
the “finite” attempting to understand the “Infinite” and the “created” 

trying to understand the “Creator.”  But I will try. 
 

When we read the Bible, we come across the authors speaking of the will 
of God in various ways:  

  
 The will of God – decreed and unchanging  

 The will of God – prescribed and requested  
 The will of God – desired and agreeable.  
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The Will of God - Decreed and 

Unchanging  

  
This refers to God’s supreme sovereignty.     

  
God does whatever He wants to do and nothing can stop His will being 

fulfilled. This is illustrated in creation – “Let there be light; and there was 
light.” (Genesis 1:3) God commanded in supreme sovereignty, and the 

lights came on.    
 

Nothing could stop it happening.  
  

 He did not debate the issue with the light;   
 

 nor did He negotiate with the elements of the universe;    
 

 He commanded – and it was so!    
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This is also illustrated in redemption – Our redemption was not God 
capitalising on the terrible events of Calvary.    

 
 He did not achieve a plan of redemption by trial and error;    

 
 He did not negotiate with Herod, Caiaphas and Pilate;    

 
 He decreed the death of His Son before the foundations of the world 

were established (Revelation 13:8) and nothing would interrupt that 
plan being fulfilled;  

 
Calvary was not an accident – it was decreed and could not be changed!  

 
However, we must be careful that we do not adopt a form of fatalism 

when it comes to the will of God.  The Muslim cries, “Insh’a Allah” – it is 

the will of Allah – as if everything that happens must be the will of God 
and therefore unchanging.  

 
When I ministered in Egypt I saw this even happening in the traffic flow in 

Cairo when car and trucks would speed across intersections with little 
regard for traffic rules. “Insh’a Allah, if I get through it was the will of 

God.” 
 

I was travelling by taxi from Upper Egypt back to Cairo.  I had been 
ministering to a conference in one of the outback desert areas during 

Ramadan.  The driver was speeding all the way, watching a soccer match 
on the television set he had positioned on the dashboard; smoking and 

eating pumpkin seeds and disagreeing with the decision of the referee 
from time to time.  He believed in “Insh’a Allah” – I just “watched and 

prayed!”  Our close encounters of the Egyptian kind came often as other 

vehicles sped down the wrong side of the road and large trucks and buses 
demanded their right of way. 

  
This form of fatalism says that God wills everything – therefore, “human 

choice is eliminated!”  This is not so!      
  

God’s sovereign will does not eliminate human freedom and dignity!  And 
yet, there is a God who is sovereign and whose will is greater than mine.    

  
In some cases,   

  
 His will can restrict mine;    

 
 But my will cannot restrict His decreed and unchanging will;   

 

 His will is sovereign and I am subordinate.    
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In one aspect what God says He will do is the “bottom line” ending all 

arguments. 
 

But, when the Bible speaks of the will of God, it does not always mean the 
will of God that is decreed and unchanging, or that which cannot be 

broken and disobeyed.  
 

There is another aspect of God’s will to consider. 
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The Will of God - Prescribed and 

Requested  

  
This is God’s will that can be broken and disobeyed.  As a matter of fact, 

it is probably broken and disobeyed every day of our lives. 
  

Where do we find the will of God that is prescribed and requested?    
  

It’s in His Law and clearly written down for us to read and know. 

  
These are the:  

  
 Precepts;  

 Statutes and   
 Commandments He has passed on to us make up His will, which is 

prescribed and requested.   
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This will is His desire for us and becomes the rule of righteousness by 
which we are governed and how we live our lives.  

  
It is the will of God that:  

 
 We do not sin;  

 We have no other gods before Him;  
 We do not kill, steal or commit adultery;  

 We love our neighbour as ourselves and fulfil His requirements of 
love to one another.  

 
And yet, the world is filled with examples on a daily basis where His will is 

disregarded and broken.    
  

Some of the dangers of the Christian life are that we become so 

preoccupied with the will of God which is decreed and unchanging and we 
want to know the “mysteries” of the secret will of God, to the extent we 

ignore the will of God as prescribed and requested for us to fulfil.  
  

We want to:  
  

 “Understand all mysteries” (1Corinthians 13:2)   
 Look “behind the veil” to catch a glimpse of our personal future;   

 Rather than fulfil what is the will of God for the present time.    
 

We can become more preoccupied with the way the stars move rather 
than how we are moving in obedience to His will for our lives.  

  
We are more concerned with what we shouldn’t be concerned about, 

rather than that which we should be concerned about.   

  
The will of God as prescribed and requested was revealed throughout the 

pages of the Bible for us to read.  
  

In Eden, the will of God was for mankind to:   
 

 Enjoy fellowship with God in innocence and   
 Fellowship with each other in a quality of lifestyle that the world will 

return to ultimately.  
 

Mankind was to fill the earth and rule over it.    
  
“Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so 
that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over 

the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that 

move along the ground.” (Genesis 1:26) 
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Man sinned and the will of God was disrupted for that moment.  
  

When years had passed, He chose a family in Babylon through which He 
might channel redemption to the world.    

 
A family produced a nation – Israel – and still His plan unfolded.  

 
That nation was brought into covenant relationship as God outlined the 

parameters of His will to this chosen nation who accepted the privilege of 
being in covenant.  

 
The Ten Commandments summarised the covenant.    

 
And God spoke all these words: 

 

“I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of 
slavery.  You shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make for 

yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth 
beneath or in the waters below. You shall not bow down to them or 

worship them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the 
children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth generation of 

those who hate me, but showing love to a thousand generations of those 
who love me and keep my commandments. 

 
“You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not 

hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name. “Remember the Sabbath 
day by keeping it holy. Six days you shall labour and do all your work, 10 

but the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not 
do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your male or 

female servant, nor your animals, nor any foreigner residing in your 

towns. For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, 
and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore, the 

Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy. 
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“Honour your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the 

land the Lord your God is giving you. You shall not murder.  You shall not 
commit adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not give false testimony 

against your neighbour. “You shall not covet your neighbour’s house. You 
shall not covet your neighbour’s wife, or his male or female servant, his 

ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbour.” (Exodus 20:1-

17)     

 
When the people saw the thunder and lightning, heard the trumpet and 

saw the mountain in smoke, they trembled with fear. They stayed at a 
distance and said to Moses, “Speak to us yourself and we will listen. But 

do not have God speak to us or we will die.” 

Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid. God has come to test you, so 

that the fear of God will be with you to keep you from sinning.” 

The people remained at a distance, while Moses approached the thick 
darkness where God waited. 

Laws, regulations, precepts and promises provided the details. God was 
prescribing His will and as the people had willingly entered into a 

covenant with Him, it was requested by God that they keep those laws 
and regulations. 

  
 



Will of God and Will of Man                                        Denis V Smith 

 
 

©Solutions by Design 2021                                                            Page 25 of 67 

 

When Christ came, He spoke of God’s covenant kingdom and recorded His 
will in the Sermon on the Mount. (Matthew 5-7) and the teachings He 

shared with His disciples.  
  

“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have 
not come to abolish them but to fulfil them. For truly I tell you, until 

heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke 
of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is 

accomplished. Therefore, anyone who sets aside one of the least of these 
commands and teaches others accordingly will be called least in the 

kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands 
will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.” (Mathew 5:17-19) 

 
Jesus clearly told the people what He was doing.  

 

“You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘You shall not 
murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.’ But I tell 

you that anyone who is angry with a brother or sister will be subject to 
judgment. Again, anyone who says to a brother or sister, ‘Raca,’ is 

answerable to the court. And anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in 
danger of the fire of hell.” (Mathew 5:21-22) 
 
Time and again He referred to the Old Covenant and brought a new 

dimension to it by saying, “But I tell you …” 
 

The apostles took those teachings into the realities of their communities 
and churches. It is now recorded for us in the Word of God. (Acts of the 

Apostles & the Epistles)  

  

That’s where we should spend our priorities – in fulfilling what He has 
revealed as His will for us – “Happy are we if we hear His teachings and 

obey them,” Jesus said. (Matthew 7:24-27)  
  

Thus, the will of God is “decreed and unchanging” and “prescribed and 

requested.”    
  

But is it always and only either of these two options?  
  

What about a Scripture verse which says, “God is not willing that any 
should perish?” (2 Peter 3:9)  

  
Which of our two understandings of God’s will do we apply?    

  
 The will of God as decreed and unchanging?  

 The will of God as prescribed and requested?  
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If it is the first, then we are in danger of saying that God says that “no 
one perishes” – all men and women are saved – this is the doctrine of 

universalism which says that Hell is now vacant and ever will remain so!  
  

If it is the second, then we are saying that this is what God prescribes and 
requests for mankind – but the response is left over to them.  

  
This introduces us to a concept of God, which is devoid of love and 

commitment and produces in our minds, a God who is “distant” from us 
and doesn’t really care what mankind does.  

  
There is a third aspect to God’s will.  
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The Will of God - Desired and 

Agreeable  

  

This aspect of His will reveals His disposition and character.  
 

In this sense, the Scripture, “God is not willing that any should perish,” (2 

Peter 3:9) reveals His attitude towards mankind.    

  
In other words, He is not inwardly delighted in the fact that men and 

women perish. The Bible says that God has no pleasure in the death of 
the wicked. (Ezekiel 18:23)  

  

Jeremiah, the prophet uttered words which reveal God’s character in 
Lamentations 3:33 –” For He does not afflict willingly, nor grieve the 

children of men.” (Lamentations 3:33 NKJV)  
  

He may distribute justice to offenders and penalties to erring people, but 
He gets no great pleasure in the application of punishment!  
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In my early years, I don’t think my parents “enjoyed” applying the rod of 
chastisement to my seat of learning.    

  
A judge sits in court and his disposition may be for the man in the docks 

but his overriding disposition is “against the crime!” 
  

“Then,” you ask “all things being equal, why is it that God cannot use His 
sovereign decretive will and bring all mankind to heaven anyway?”    

 
“If He is not “pleased that men perish; why doesn’t He exercise His 

decretive will?”   
 

 However, all things are not equal!  
  

God desires that no one perishes but also that sin does not go 

unpunished.    
  

It is a problem of “love and mercy” versus “justice and fairness.”  
  

An obedient child of God will enjoy the blessings of His decretive and 
preceptive will and receive the benefits and blessings of walking in that 

light.  
  

The disobedient child of God violates the preceptive will of God and things 
are no longer equal.  God still loves that person, but must administer the 

justice that the disobedience produces, even though He does not delight 
in doing it!  

  
This was the dilemma that the religious leaders placed Jesus in, when 

they brought the woman taken in adultery.  “Stone her or forgive her!  

Which will it be?   Justice or mercy?” they cried.  
  

They thought it was only one or the other – there was a third way.  “He 
who is without sin cast the first stone!”   They left, from the oldest to the 

youngest – in that order – because there was only One who could have 
picked up a stone and thrown it – Jesus Himself!  

  
He was without sin. He took justice and mercy and blended it together in 

His own life and ultimate death.  And this was the reason He would die!  
  

But there are still questions to be asked and they take us back to Adam 
and Eve in Eden.  “Why did God allow it to happen?”     

  
Of two superficial answers we have dealt with only one – the will of God?  

Hardly!    
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Some suggest that when we get to heaven, all will be well and we’ll never 

sin again.   Well, if it happened in Eden in a perfect environment, couldn’t 
it happen again?   

  
I suppose, if we are honest, it could!  Who can know? Then where does 

the answer lie – where is it to be found?  
  

I think there is another aspect of God’s will we need to consider.  
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The Will of God – Hidden or Revealed 

 
We have seen  

  
The will of God – decreed and unchanging  

The will of God – prescribed and requested and  
The will of God – desired and agreeable  

 
I think there are still another two aspects we need to consider.  

 

1. God’s secret or hidden will;  
 

2. God’s public or revealed will.  
 

The secret or hidden will is related to the decreed and unchanging 
sovereign will of God and must remain with Him eternally.  
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I don’t understand why babies die; why the wicked seemingly prosper and 
the righteous suffers; why the best laid plans in the will of God seemingly 

backfire.  
  

To presume you understand leaves me devoid of understanding.  
  

These things I must leave with God!  Paul somehow glimpsed this truth 
when he said in 1 Corinthians 13:9 and 12, “For we know in part.... for 

now, we see in a mirror dimly.”   

  

The “public or revealed will” is what we have come to understand by 
virtue of our relationship and maturity with God and how He has revealed 

these things to us by His Spirit.  
  

We do not know all the answers concerning God’s will – and it is well that 
we don’t!     

  

Knowing human nature as we do; what would we do with this knowledge 
if we had it?  That’s something too terrible to contemplate.  

  
In some cases, in the Bible, we have seen God’s secret will has been 

revealed through His sovereign purposes being worked out through men’s 
evil plans.  
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Take the story of Joseph.  His brothers disposed of him in their plans but 

when Joseph, later in Egypt as Prime minister, revealed his attitude he 
said, “You meant it for evil, but God meant it for good!”  

  
God’s secret will was revealed here.  God brought good out of evil.  

Joseph’s brothers broke the will of God in their disobedience, but God 
brought good out of it because He is God!  

  
Then, what is God’s will for my life?  Is there any chance of finding out? 

What should I do?  
  

Am I a robot that God has programmed and I can do nothing about it?  Is 
this my destiny?  

  

Am I a floating piece of plasma in an eternal universe and cannot make 
choices?  

  
When God’s will is:  

  
 Decreed and unchanging –       believe it!  

 
 Prescribed and requested –      follow it!  

 
 Desired and agreeable –       accept it!  

 
 In some cases – secret or hidden –  leave it!  

 
 Public or revealed –         enjoy it!  

 

  
Jesus taught us to live in an attitude and lifestyle wanting to do the will of 

God as expressed in the prayer “Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven.” (Matthew 6:10)  
  
The safest thing we can do is, to do the things we know are His will and 

not go on a fool’s errand in our attempts to understand the things that 
are better left to the wisdom of Almighty God.  

  
And I think that if we spent more time working on the things we already 

know we should be doing, we would have less time to waste on the things 
for which we will not likely find answers for until we reach the Throne - 

and then, it may not really matter!       
  

The Will of God is revealed in:  
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 Precepts – obey them!  
 

 Principles – apply them!  
 

 Promises – claim them!  
  

Let’s just conclude with one illustration of all three:  
  

A precept – love the Lord God with all your heart and soul and mind and 
strength – obey it!  

  
A principle – love your neighbour as you love yourself – apply it!  

  
A promise – seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness and He 

will take care of the rest of the details of your life – claim it!  

  
Let’s do it!  
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Understanding the Will of Man  

  

I have talked about God’s will – let’s take a look at “man’s will.” 

(Speaking of all humanity in general) This is an area that does need 
attention because it’s more to do with us than God!  

  
This is one of the areas that I spend so much time on in my own thinking 

– particularly when it comes to asking God to change the status quo in 
the lives of people.   

  
Over the years, I have picked up this aspect from time to time. I have 

reflected again about it in times when I was giving consideration to the 
‘Will of God’ for my life.    

 
It is weighty, but I am sure you have become an admirable philosopher, 

so you can help me work through my thoughts as you read.  
  

I suppose my basic premise is that to be accurate in our understanding of 

the meaning of the will of man, we must examine man’s “free will” in 
terms of how it functioned in Adam “before” and “after” the fall of man!  
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Romans 5:12 tell us that the fall of man in the past affected mankind’s 
moral choices for the future!  “Therefore, just as sin entered the world 

through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to 
all people, because all sinned,” 

  
And again, it contains the element of faith because I cannot prove 

anything scientifically (re-creating the event) so I take it on the premise 
that the Bible, God’s Word is true (legal proof) and that is the basis of 

where I begin.  
  

Depending on the foundation you begin with determines the ultimate 
building you end up with. To my thoughts:  

  
Augustine (354–430 AD) was a Latin-

speaking philosopher and theologian 

who lived in the Roman Africa 
Province. His writings were very 

influential in the development of 
Western Christianity.    

  
He gave to the church a concept of 

man’s freedom in four areas and I 
think his definitions are the best I 

have found over the years.  
 

So rather than reinvent the wheel, I 
will go with his.  He wrote in Latin, 

and in that language, they are:  
  

1. posse pecarre – referring to the 

“ability to sin”  
 

2. posse non-pecarre – referring to 
the “ability not to sin, or to remain 

free from sin”  
 

3. non-posse pecarre – referring to 
the “inability to sin”  

 
4. non-posse, non-pecarre – referring 

to the “inability not to sin”  
 

Don’t worry about the Latin, but the translation into English.  
  

To describe the main characters of the scenes of earthly creation he 

spoke of:  

Augustine of Hippo Portrait by 

Philippe de Champaigne, 17th 

century 
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ADAM BEFORE THE FALL: who had the “ability to sin” (posse pecarre) 

and the “ability not to sin” (posse non-pecarre), or to remain free from 
sin.  

  
During his time in the Garden of Eden, Adam exercised his will to choose 

what he would do. It appears he had the ability to sin and the ability not 
to sin.    

  
ADAM AFTER THE FALL: He chose to exercise the ability to sin and 

plunged the human race into ruin. (Romans 5:12)  
  

Because of the first sin, human nature fell into a morally corrupt state.    
  

As a result of this, mankind in their fallen state has found they are unable 

to stop sinning.    
  

Hence, as Augustine described mankind, He “lost (posse non-pecarre) the 
ability not to sin, or to remain free from sin and has “found (non-posse, 

non-pecarre)” referring to the “inability not to keep from sinning.”    
  

In the fall, something vital to moral freedom was lost!    
  

Adam “before the fall” enjoyed a free will and a moral liberty!  
  

Jonathan Edwards (1703-1758) was an 
American preacher, theologian, and 

missionary to Native Americans. 
Edwards is widely acknowledged to be 

America’s most important and original 

philosophical theologian, and one of the 
country’s greatest intellectuals.   

  
He wrote of man’s free will to describe 

man’s natural ability and moral ability of 
freedom. (On the Freedom of the Will, 

Jonathan Edwards)   
  

He died from a smallpox inoculation 
shortly after beginning as President of 

the College of New Jersey.    
  

Another one of those unanswerable 
questions arises – why did such an 

important person leave earth’s stage at 
55?   

Jonathan Edwards 
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Let me describe natural ability.  

 
The powers of action and choice humanity possesses by nature – to think, 

walk, eat et al.  
 

We lack the natural ability to fly or live beneath the sea because we lack 
the natural equipment to carry out our desires (if we had them). 

  
Our freedom is restricted by the limitations of our natural abilities.  

  
Let me describe moral ability.  

 
Fallen humanity has the “natural abilities to make necessary moral 

choices.”  

 
What we lack is the moral disposition or the desire towards righteousness 

to do so.  
  

Men and women are “naturally free” but “morally enslaved” to their own 
corrupt and wicked desires.     

  
Left to ourselves, we cannot continue to choose righteousness, because 

“we really don’t want to!”   
  

It would appear that mankind has free will, but lost their liberty because 
of the Fall.    

  
We have a natural freedom, but have lost “moral 

freedom” because of our disposition to walk away 

from every standard of righteousness that God 
requires of us.   Is this freedom?  Yes!    

  
Germany was the nation that gave us the 

reformation through Martin Luther (1483 – 1546) 

who died at 63.  He was not perfect as we would 

briefly trace his history.   
  

He was a German priest and professor of 
theology who initiated the Protestant 

Reformation.   
  

He strongly disputed the claim that freedom from 
God’s punishment of sin could be purchased with 

money.  

 

Martin Luther 
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He confronted the indulgence salesman Johann Tetzel with his Ninety-Five 
Theses in 1517 in Wittenberg.   

  
His refusal to retract all of his writings at the demand of Pope Leo X in 

1520 and the Holy Roman Emperor Charles V at the Diet of Worms 
(parliament) in 1521 resulted in his excommunication by the pope and 

condemnation as an outlaw by the emperor.  
  

Luther taught that salvation is not earned by good deeds but received 
only as a free gift of God’s grace through faith in Jesus as redeemer from 

sin. His theology challenged the authority of the pope of the Roman 
Catholic Church by teaching that the Bible is the only source of divinely 

revealed knowledge and opposed the teachings of his contemporaries by 
considering all baptised Christians to be a holy priesthood. Those who 

identified with Luther’s teachings are still today called Lutherans.  

  
His translation of the Bible into the language of the people (instead of 

Latin) made it more accessible, causing a tremendous impact on the 
church and on German culture.   

  
It fostered the development of a standard version of the German 

language and influenced the translation into English of the King James 
Bible. His hymns influenced the development of singing in churches. His 

marriage to Katharina von Bora (a former nun) set a model for the 
practice of clerical marriage, allowing Protestant priests to marry.  

  
However, in his later years, Luther became strongly anti-Semitic, writing 

that Jewish homes should be destroyed, their synagogues burned, money 
confiscated and liberty curtailed.  Why he did that I will never know – but 

it shows you how imperfect mankind is.  

  
Now from Germany came Adolph Hitler 

(1889 – 1945) who committed suicide when 
losing World War II at age 56.  You will know 

enough of him already.   
 

From the same country that gave us 
Protestantism, came this anti-Christian 

German (from a so-called Christian nation) 
who was responsible for the death of millions 

of lives. To my thinking, this is incongruous 
(except to consider that Satan was 

motivating his man to destroy the nation that 
gave us the concepts of freedom in Christ) 

that one German brought life and another 

German brought death.  
Adolph Hitler 
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When it comes to Luther and Hitler, they each made choices based on 
their desires.  

  
The two key thoughts are “Choice and Desire.” We have the capacity to 

choose. My freedom is determined by my choices and my choices are 
made by virtue of my desires.  When choices are forced upon me by 

“external coercion” my freedom is lost!    
  

 Viktor Frankl, who spent many years in 
Nazi prison camps said, “The last of the 

human freedoms (is) to choose one’s 
attitudes.” (Motivation to Last a Lifetime, Ted 

W Engstrom Zondervan 1984, p11)  
 

Viktor Frankl M.D., Ph.D. (1905 – 1997) was 
an Austrian neurologist and psychiatrist as 

well as a Holocaust survivor who lived until 
he was 92.  

  

We can choose to believe!   We can choose 
to disbelieve!  How important is “choice!”   

  
When you go the movies, you do not consciously make a map to 

determine which the best seat is.   Your decision is made quickly, with 
little conscious evaluation.  You sit there, possibly because of a friend, or 

you are more comfortable sitting on that side – or that’s your best side 
when people look at you – or whatever.   
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Alternatively, you sat where you sat because the choice was made for you 
– there were no seats left where you wanted to sit!   However, the option 

to sit or stand was still left to you.     
  

Furthermore, you could also have chosen to stay or leave. The choice is 
yours!  The element of freedom is still left to you.  You make a choice 

according to the strongest desire you have at that moment.  
  

It is also true in the spiritual realm I may be tempted, but I choose to 
yield to that temptation according to the strongest desires I have at that 

particular time. 
 

“When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.” For God 
cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; but each person is 

tempted when they are dragged away by their own evil desire and 

enticed. Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, 
when it is full-grown, gives birth to death. (James 1:13–15)   
 

If my desire is to resist the temptation, I will live a life of freedom from 
sinning.   If I choose the opposite, I choose a life of sinning.  

  
But, “what about man’s will with respect to the sovereignty of 

God?”    

  
This is the oldest dilemma of the Christian Faith!  There appears to be an 

apparent contradiction between the sovereignty of God and the freedom 
of man.    

  
The argument is expressed “if man is autonomous and can choose what 

he wants, then God cannot be sovereign.”  
  

Conversely, “If God does what He wants, man cannot be autonomous!”  
  

What things do we know?  
  

There is a God “who is sovereign – which is to say, He is absolutely free 
to do what He wants.”  

  

My freedom is always constrained by the sovereignty of God. I have 
freedom to do the things I want, but if my freedom conflicts with the 

“decretive will of God” – then there is no question of the outcome – God 
wins!    

  
In a family, a father and his son have free wills, but the father’s will 

constrains the son’s will more than often because the father carries more 
authority than the son and has a wider expanse of freedom than the son.   
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So it is that God’s power is infinite and man’s is not because he is the 
created by the Creator!    

  
There will come a time when the children assume responsibility for their 

own decisions because of their age, maturity, circumstances – or parents 
are no longer present.  

  
Now, this argument breaks down here because God is always there.   

 
However, allow me to follow through with this analogy.  The only things 

we leave in the world when we die really are influence and all our 
possessions.  

  
The children must make their own decisions based on their world-view of 

life and our world-view becomes their culture which defines them.  

  
Granted, there is more than just culture which defines us – our 

personalities – the different stages of our life – changes in our 
environment et al.    

  
What is culture? It is simply our world–view (perspective on life) which 

forms our beliefs (what is true or false) sets our values (what is best or 
worst) and influences our behaviour (what is done or not done).   
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 Culture is the way we do things. In one sense, culture is a people’s 
mental map of their world. This is not only a map of their world, but 

also a map for determining action. It provides them with a guide for 
their decisions and behaviour.  

 
• Culture must be perceived and accepted as part of a person’s right to 

live.   
 

• Culture is the anthropologist’s label for the sum of the distinctive 
characteristics of a people’s way of life.   

 
• Culture is the conceptual design, the definitions by which people order 

their lives and interpret their experience and evaluate the behaviour 
of others.  

  

Culture is never static – it is always changing.    
  

It’s just like language in that sense – it’s always changing.  Words that 
had one meaning in their generation now have a different meaning today. 

  
If this is so, then our perspective on life; what we consider true or false; 

what we consider is best or worst and therefore what we do or do not do 
will change as well.  

  
Things I did when younger I would not want to do now – mainly because I 

can’t.  However, things I would like to do I cannot do because I lack the 
ability to do so.  Therefore, in a sense my ‘culture’ has changed. And so 

have my decisions.  
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The Will of Man – Desire and Choice  

 

So, “choice” and “desire” go hand-in-hand through life.  
  

A bank robber has a different set of values to me – he believes that what 
he is doing is OK.   

  

• What does he consider true or false? (“I’m broke and need money to 
live!”)  

 
• What does he consider is best or worst? (“The best is $50,000 – the 

worst is 5 year’s gaol with free board and lodging!)  
 

• And therefore what he does or does not do is his choice coming from 
his desire.  

 
But is it God’s will?  

  
Logically, for this scenario it’s not!  
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Then if God knows that what we are doing goes against everything He 
knows is wrong, why doesn’t He intervene?   Answer: Because we have a 

free-will that is naturally devoid of His interests (because of the Fall) 
unless we bring ourselves into a position to know His will.  That has to 

come by a relationship with Him through Christ.  Then, we are in a place 
to learn His will.   

  
Does He intervene like the lady in England who beat up the crooks with 

her shopping bag and stopped a robbery?  She took on helmeted, bike 
riding hoods and certainly changed their will at that moment – the courts 

did the rest as the robber was detained by police and justice followed.  
  

In some cases, God has stepped into our world with an immediate action 
(but with always a promise outlining God’s ultimate plan):  

  

• Banishment of humanity from Eden (because of the choices they 
had made) – but a long range plan to give mankind the opportunity 

to return to Paradise – through Christ.  
 

• Nations scattered at Babel (because of the choices they had made) 
– but a long range plan to bring together people from every tribe 

and nation – through Christ.  
 

• Earth flooded in Noah’s day (because of the choices they had made) 
– but a long range plan that He would never do it again, but fill the 

earth with His knowledge as the waters covered the earth – through 
Christ.  

 
• Scattering of Israel (because of the choices they had made) – but a 

long range plan to bring them back to their land and to Him – 

through Christ.  
  

It appears that if God is just (and He is) He must satisfy the terms of His 
own justice.   

 
The only thing fallen humanity could not do for themselves was pay the 

ultimate price for their disobedience.   
  

Yes, they reaped from their sowing in life.  But to pay the ultimate price 
meant that God through His Son became sin and took the penalty on our 

behalf.    
  

And again, it was the choice of the Son of God to do so. In Gethsemane 
he prayed, “Father, if it is possible take away the cup – but not my will 

but yours be done.”  
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So we have hopefully defined God’s will and man’s will!  And what I am 
saying is that in many cases there will be no real or apparent answers 

because really, only God knows “why” He does certain things and 
sometimes man does things and no one but God and that person really 

knows why.  
  

What we need to do is take responsibility for what we do (if it’s wrong, 
there is forgiveness – that’s why it’s called amazing grace) according to 

what we know – His Word, circumstances, specific direction et al.  
  

And it is all still something we do by faith – which the Bible says pleases 
Him! I think that’s why part of the Lord’s Prayer contains the lines “Thy 

will be done of earth as it is in Heaven.”   It’s not just saying the words 
but trying to live our lives that way.  

  

But why do righteous people suffer? Is that the will of God?   Let me look 
at that next. However, remember that unrighteous people also suffer.  

Why do unrighteous people seemingly get off free? Not always!   
  

Imagine it is the throne room of God and it is time for God to answer the 
hard questions of life.  

  
Moses is first.  “God, I have a problem.  Why did I get banished from the 

Promised Land by only hitting a rock – that’s not fair!   I gave up the 
comforts of Egypt as Pharaoh’s protégé.  I left it all and spent 40 years in 

the back side of the desert and another 40 years with a bunch of people 
who acted like hopeless morons.  Every time I did something they 

complained – and there I was thirty days from the Promised Land and I 
missed out!”  

  

John the Baptist came to the lectern. “Now, I worked hard for you – 
eating locusts and wild honey and I bought my clothes at St Vincent De 

Paul’s. I preached my lungs out, upheld your standards, finished up in 
gaol and then lost my head because of a go–go dancer in the palace!   I 

think you exploited me for your personal gain!  That’s not fair!”  
 

“Anyone else said God!”   It had to come – up to the pulpit walked Job!    
  

“God, I have a problem. You must be a cosmic killjoy. You wait until a 
man has everything, and then you set him up and let him down in a heap.  

Without consulting me, you gave the devil permission to rip me apart!   I 
lost 7000 sheep, 3000 camels, my oxen, servants, 7 sons and 3 precious 

daughters. That’s not all. While I am sitting in the ashes of the fire, 
scraping boils out with pieces of clay, my wife tells me I have lost my 

integrity and that I should curse you and die!   I think you are unfair!”  
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Paul was there – complaining about shipwrecks and beatings!  Joseph was 

there – talking about unjust imprisonments!  All because he turned down 
his boss’s wife!    

  
Stephen was there – “I didn’t ask to be stoned!”  

  
Bartholomew stated, “I didn’t enjoy being flogged to death with whips in 

Armenia!”    
  

What is the answer?    
  

The Bible itself never offers very easy answers to suffering, or to 
sufferers.  Even in Job, the classic book on suffering, the problem of evil 

is never explained away.  But Job does learn to live with suffering – and 

with the Lord Creator.  Deep in his soul (not his mind) Job discovers the 
peace which transcends all human understanding.    

  
Jesus – who claims to be God’s representative among men – never unties 

the intellectual problems of God’s goodness and God’s power.   He simply 
acts to demonstrate the Father’s goodness and His power channelled 

personally to people.    
  

Jesus does not heal all the lepers in Palestine, exorcise all unclean spirits 
and make whole all marriages.  Wherever and whenever He can, He heals 

and helps.  He gives people the inner attitude, the courage and joy, to 
handle suffering.  He does nothing to ward off His own death, and He 

becomes the victim of human hostility.   
 

He suffers both the anguish of death and the hell of alienation from God.  

By suffering with us He suffers for us.   He suffers so that our suffering 
might be transformed and transcended into triumph.  

  
Christians have no tidy answers to suffering, no easy ten principles for 

happy sufferers.  They only have attitudes for meeting it, handles for 
overcoming it, outlooks for transcending it.  

  
“Why Does God Allow Human Suffering?” Paul Malte commented:   

  
“Little sisters come running in the house near the end of the day and say, 

“Why do I have to come inside – it’s not fair!  Johnnie can stay outside – 
why do I have to come inside?”    Children cannot see the bigger picture.   

 
Was God fair when he kicked Satan out of heaven?  “Yes!” is your reply.  

It didn’t take you long to respond.   
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Lucifer (Satan) tried to usurp God’s throne. (Isaiah 14:13–14) Ever since 
then, he has been trying “It’s not fair” on everyone of God’s creation.  He 

did it in Eden when he came to Eve.  “You mean to tell me that God won’t 
let you eat that fruit.  That’s not fair! He knows that when you do, your 

eyes will be opened and you’ll be like Him. Go on take a bite!”    
  

You know the rest of the story!   
 

But, here you are in the swamp and up to your arm pits in alligators 
yelling, “This is not fair!  What about me?”    

  
That’s what the older brother said to his father when the prodigal son 

returned home after wasting the family fortune and getting a “Welcome 
home dinner.”  “That’s not fair!” he yelled. (Luke 15:11–32)    
  
There comes a time when we need to take stock of ourselves by taking a 
fresh look at God.  If we first look at ourselves, we will quote at least 

three or forty-three illustrations to give us something to address as a 
problem to ourselves or someone else we know.    

  
You can have as many question marks over your life and more than I will 

ever have?  Your lot in life may be more difficult than mine ever was or 

will ever be?  You know, what we are really saying when we ask these 
kinds of questions is... “Why is my life out of control?”  

 
“Isn’t there a greater power than the powers of this world to keep things 

under control?”  
 

“Is there really a God ‘up there’ or not?”  
  

“Is He playing with us like a puppet on a string?”  
 

“Does He have some warped sense of humour that expresses itself in 
deformed children and brutalised humanity?”  
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The Will of God – Problems and 

Solutions  

 
“What’s going on in this world?” That’s what we are really asking isn’t it?  

Whenever we think of tragedy, there is always a face attached. If we 
cannot place a face on a tragedy, it is easy to hold the questions at arm’s 

length.  But, sooner or later it will come to you in one form or another.  
  

You will need an answer to the questions like: “Why is my child a 
vegetable?”  “Why did that marriage that started so well disintegrate?”  

“Why did my child do that?”  “Why, after you invited God into your 

business deal did it go sour?”  “Why did such a faithful pastor die with 
Parkinson’s disease?”    

  
The questions are many...  The questions you ask demonstrate the 

understanding of God you have!    
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Let me tell you a few things about God to remind you of Who He is.  
  

• God knows everything (Acts 15:18)  
 

• God is holy and gives you power to walk in the light (1 Peter 1:15–

16) 

 
• God is love and is vitally interested in your welfare. (1 John 4:8)  

 
• God is true and keeps all His agreements without grumbling behind 

your back. (Romans 3:4)  
 

• God answers to no one.  What He does for you is not out of a sense 
of obligation. (Isaiah 40:13–14)  

 
• God is all powerful and you can rest secure in His care for you. 

(Revelation 19:6)  
 

• God is infinite and eternal and has a perfect viewpoint concerning 
what is happening to you. (Psalm 90:2)  

 
• God is unchanging and unchangeable and is not schizophrenic in His 

compassionate attitude toward you. (James 1:17)  

 

• God is present everywhere and you cannot escape His work in your 
life. (Psalm 139:24)  

 
• God is righteous and just and is no respecter of persons. (Psalm 

19:9)  

 

• God is the number one ruler in the universe and has everything 
under control in your situation. (Ephesians 1:1–23)  

  

One of TVs favourite characters came to our screens a few years ago in 
the form of a hairy, alien character called “Alf!”  He had an unusual ability 

to handle any crisis, which he himself usually started.   His catch cry was 
“No problem!”     

  
I must confess, when I first became a Christian, I had a concept that from 

that time on, my life would be problem free.   I found that my concept 
may have been good – but the practical reality was that I still had 

problems.  “If only I had more faith!” I thought, as I wrestled with my 
problems.   I must also confess that most of my problems were “internal,” 

rather than external as well. Most of the problems I was having with 
myself!  
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Then, there were problems that came my way that I was not responsible 
for.  I could easily see that in others.  Some people had problems because 

of their own stupidity – but on occasions, they had problems that they 
didn’t seem to deserve – least of all, ask for!    

  
Life became complicated. After a few years of Christian “maturity,” I 

figured that problems must come to me for either of three reasons:  
  

Problems were a punishment for past failures!   
 

In other words, somewhere in my past life, I had failed God, my fellow 
man, or myself and the problems that were multiplying in my life like a 

mouse plague were a punishment because I had been a failure.  I want to 
tell you, that didn’t add a lot of hope to my life!  

 

Problems were because God somehow had stepped out of my life!  
 

I thought that perhaps God needed a vacation from me in particular and 
occasionally, others in general.  In other words, He was tiring of me 

coming continually to Him with all my ups and downs.   My roller coaster 
Christianity was making him tired of me so He took a well-deserved break 

and I was on my own!  
 

Problems were the mischief of Satan!  
 

This appealed to my human nature – blame it on somebody else!  After 
all, I could find enough Scriptures to back up my theory on this.  The devil 

was the thief and robber – going around like a roaring lion and causing 
me problems.  I was set then.  “The Devil made me do it!”   But, if I was 

completely honest with myself, and I wanted to be, many of my problems 

were my own fault and this form of escapism, to blame it on the devil was 
not real anyway!  

 
What could I do?  I figured if I was God, I would distribute problems more 

equally. After all, some people didn’t seem to have a problem in the 
world! In high school, some of my friends always seemed to have an 

unending supply of pocket money, while I had to go out picking water 
melons on Saturdays – and when it came to pick up my pay, the day was 

hot and I was thirsty and the farmer would sell us a watermelon which 
cost about 25% of our pay. I hoped that his watermelons would die on 

the vine!  
  

When I had finished high school and gone to Sydney, it was only me who 
had problems.   
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No one else had problems, or so I thought.  I grew a little older and wiser 

and found that everyone had problems after all – but what good was that 
knowledge to me? I needed an answer to solving MY problems!  

  
I became a Christian and I thought all my problems would go away.   

  
I heard a lady say, “Before I was a Christian, I had real problems.  Now 

I’m a Christian, God has helped me with all my problems!”  
  

My testimony was “Before I was a Christian, I had real problems.  Now 
I’m a Christian, I’ve got more problems than I ever had before!” I had a 

whole new set of problems.  “Why was I always facing challenges?”    
  

“Why did my father kick me out of home when I became a Christian?  I 

thought everyone would want to hear about what I had experienced!   
 

“Why did my so called friends now turn their back on me?”  
  

If my three-fold philosophy for the reasons for problems was correct.    
  

1. Problems were a punishment for past failures!  
 

2. Problems were because God somehow had stepped out of my life!  
 

3. Problems were the mischief of Satan!  
 

I really had a problem because I knew that deep down that my philosophy 
was a bit suspect!  

  

Let me share three false ideas that Dr. Lloyd Ogilvie discovered (If God 

Cares, Why Do I Still Have Problems, Lloyd J Ogilvie) about problems that 

cause us to miss the creative possibilities of problems that come to us:   
  

False Idea #1  
  

We have come to believe that there is something inherently bad about 
problems because they involve us in unpleasant pressures, distressing 

conflict or an inconvenient interruption of our plans for a smooth and easy 
life.  

  
We see problems like “an invasion from outer space” into our inner space 

attempting to tear us away from the plans we have made to make us 
happy.  
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False Idea #2  
  

We think that freedom from problems should be a reward for hard work, 
careful planning and clear thinking.  

  
We struggle through various stages of life, battling the problems 

associated with getting an education, finding a job, developing a career, 
raising a family, making ends meet and eventually retiring.  

  
At each stage, we look forward to the next stage in the hope that the 

problems will be behind us.  
  

And we have a built-in hope that we can take the present level of 
problems on the chin, because at the next level (there is this deepest 

hope) that things will get better. Even that somewhere out there in the 

future, problems will end!  
  

I read about a lady in a church who said, “My husband and I have had 
more than our share of problems all through the years.  We kept thinking 

the struggles were worth it because some day we’d get to a place when 
all our problems would be solved.”   

  
“Now look at us.  We’ve arrived at where we wanted to be financially and 

socially, and we’ve still got problems!  Yes, they’re different problems, but 
they are no less distressing.  When will the problems of life go away?”  

  
False Idea #3  

  
We think that if we love God, commit our lives to Him and diligently try 

and serve Him, He will work things out for us smoothly and we’ll be free 

from problems.    
  

We’ll just “stay under the spout where the glory comes out” and then drift 
along on the euphoria of our previous experience.  

  
We have a philosophy that says, “I can understand it why criminals, 

rapists and murderers and other scoundrels get their problems.  But why 
me, ‘Who is the apple of God’s eye’ – how come I get these problems!”  

  
Inevitably we ask this question in one form or another, “If God loves me, 

why do I have problems?”  
  

Or putting it theologically, “Why does a just and loving God permit good 
Christians like us to experience difficulties and hard times?”  
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And putting it bluntly, “We are happy to accept and praise Him for the 

blessings, but fail to see that the problems are actually blessings in 
disguise!”   You see, we are accepting a false philosophy on life if we think 

that God takes us from the zoo of this world and put us in His own zoo, to 
be admired by angels and envied by devils!  

  
Jesus said of us when He prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane as 

recorded by John, “I do not pray that you should take them out of the 
world, but that you should keep them from the evil one.” (John 17:15)  

  
And, if God intends we stay in this old world until we are called up on roll 

call – then we need to understand that there is a purpose in Him leaving 
us in the world!  

  

And we should be asking questions about that purpose rather than the 
question we normally ask in one form or another, “Why did this happen to 

me, I’m such a wonderful person?”  
  

And while we spend our time analysing our situation and contemplating 
the perplexities, and allowing failure, resentment and self-pity to set in 

while we see our relationship with God strained because we think He has 
orchestrated the problems because He has some axe to grind on the 

wheels of our life!  
  

We miss the purposes of God by a mile!  
  

And we walk further into the bog by then saying, “God, what do you have 
against me?”  

  

“God, don’t you know that these problems are hindering me from doing 
your will?” (That’s when we become spiritual!)  

  
Now, just for a moment, put the question another way.  

  
“If I really clean up my act, will God step in and bless me with solutions to 

all my problems and the wisdom to know how to head off every other 
problem in the future?”  

  
“But, it’s not fair,” you cry.  

  
“I’m such a wonderful person that nothing bad should ever happen to 

me!”  
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The Bible clearly says that tests that come to us in life are common to all 
mankind.  The hope we have is that God will make a way of escape so we 

can bear the burden in the heat of the day.  
  

Forget about your ingrown toenail for a moment and look into an open 
casket – what can the world offer – nothing!  

  
Hear the words of Jesus, “let not your heart be troubled, you believe in 

God, believe also in me.  In my Father’s house are many mansions - if it 
were not so, I would have told you.  I go to prepare a place for you. And 

if I go to prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto 
myself that where I am, there you may be also!”  

  
There is no hope for life after death outside of the historic Christian faith!  

  

Let me pass on a word of wisdom to you –  
  

Life is not fair!  
  

And God is always right!  
  

I have read the story of many great men and women both in the Bible 
and out of it and there’s one thing I have noted that is common to them 

all.   
  

Regardless of their station in life or their destiny or desire, I have made 
this outstanding discovery which has the power to change your 

perspective today THEY ALL HAD PROBLEMS!   
  

And let me share another thing I have noticed in their life and yours. 

THEY MADE THE GREATEST DISCOVERIES ABOUT LIFE BECAUSE OF 
THOSE PROBLEMS!  

  
And that just about blows away every theological misconception we may 

ever have produced in our diaries or journals.  And here are those 
different perspectives:    

  
1. Problems don’t happen without God’s permission  

 
2. Problems are a gift in God’s providence  

 
3. Problems are a sign we are alive in God’s plans  
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Problems don’t happen without God’s permission  

  
Now God gave to us the awesome gift of freedom, so we could choose to 

love, glorify and serve Him.  Refusing to do that is perhaps the cause of 
most of our problems.  

 
We live in a world fallen from God’s original purpose and yet He never 

gives up on His creation.  
 

He continually intervenes into our circumstances and I am sure, when 
“This is Your Life” is played on instant replay when we stand before His 

throne, we will be amazed to see just how many times He, in love and 
mercy stepped in to our situations because He wanted to help us!  

  

Problems are the line to which we come so often, which make us call out 
to God and prove his sovereignty in our lives.  

 
Never forget that God is still sovereign in this world. (Isaiah 40:17-31)  

 
He will always have the last word!   

  
Problems are a gift in God’s providence  

  
Paul wrote to the Christians in Rome saying, “And we know that all things 

work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the 
called according to His purpose.” (Romans 8:28) 

 
God can make all things work together for our benefit as long as we love 

Him – and that presumes there is a relationship with Him and walk 

according to His purposes for our lives!  
  

Problems are a sign we are alive in God’s plan  
  

Paul said to the Christians in Corinth, “No temptation has overtaken you 
except such is as common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow 

you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will 
also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.” (1 

Corinthians 10:13-37) 

  

Problems come to all mankind and it shows we are alive!  That’s why 
some people suicide because they try and remove themselves from the 

problems!  It doesn’t work! I believe for every problem we encounter 
there is a perfectly matched promise of God! A uniquely-suited promise 

for our problems! And beyond all this, God never leaves us or forsakes us!    
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Why do the righteous seemingly suffer and the unrighteous get off free?    
Habakkuk had that same problem.  Israel was sinning and God told him 

He would use the Chaldeans as a whip in His hand to chastise the nation 
of Israel back to Himself.   

 
Habakkuk debated the issue, “How can you, a righteous God use a nation 

worse than us to chastise us – that’s not fair!”  God told Him He had 
everything under control and he must live by “faith in the faithfulness of 

God! (Habakkuk 2:4)    
  

And that’s about all we can do!  God’s will is for us!  Let’s choose to make 
our wills blend together with His and live by faith in the fact that He is 

faithful!  
  

So, after all this I go back to my initial thought – how can the finite 

understand the Infinite? 
 

It’s not possible. 
 

But, if these thoughts have created a response to know God more and 
seek Him, then that is appropriate. 

 
And until we see Him face to face – “Thy will be done on earth as it is in 

Heaven!” 
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