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Influence and 

Inheritance 

The Compton Street 

Church was one of the 

early churches to belong 

to the Assemblies of God 

in Australia. 

Its history provides a 

unique picture of the 

early Pentecostal 

Christians who committed 

themselves to God and 

His purpose for them. 

The congregation 

maintained that 

commitment through 

many different seasons of 

influence so they might 

lay strong foundations for 

the future and leave an 

inheritance for the 

generations to follow. 
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Introduction 

 

The Assemblies of God in Australia has not remained a static Pentecostal 

movement; but has evolved over the years as it has sought to meet the 

needs of successive generations with their own unique outlook and 

worldview.  

 

Of interest, of the eighteen Pentecostal churches founded in Australia, up 

to and including 1925, eleven were planted by women.     
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The first meeting of seventeen representatives from Pentecostal churches 

who travelled to Sydney to discuss the future of the Pentecostal moment in 

Australia over the Easter weekend in 1937 was a perhaps an unknowing 

watershed moment in the nation.   

 

Present were Pastors C.L. Greenwood, C.G. Enticknap P. Duncan. H.E. 

Wiggins, W.A. Buchanan, J.M. Roberts, C. Reid, W. J. Enticknap H. Slade, 

T. Reekie, C. Purvis, H. Luke, R. Smith, R. Ellis, D. H. Armstrong, A. 

Davidson, G. Domrow (Covenant Christian Church, Brisbane by courtesy) 

and Sister N. Mather.  A large majority of those voters agreed that the 

name of the United Constitution be “The Assemblies of God in Australia.” 

They formulated their United Constitution, which was the basis of a co-

operative fellowship of autonomous churches, joining together to fulfil the 

Great Commission of Jesus Christ in Australia and overseas.   

 

They laid the foundations for a Fellowship still exists today as the Australian 

Christian Churches.  

 

Their commitment was to God-ordained leadership, autonomy of churches, 

a world mission’s vision, a Bible school and an official magazine called, “The 

Australian Evangel and Glad Tidings Messenger.”    

 

From that historic meeting, the delegates returned to their churches with a 

new enthusiasm to believe God for a great future.  Over many decades, 

that fledgling fellowship of churches has grown and influenced many 

nations with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

There was a strong commitment to the autonomy of local churches and also 

to State autonomy as the delegates considered the challenges ahead 

because of the size of Australia and the existing boundaries of Federal 

States and Territories.  

But those churches, although experiencing different periods of adjustment 

to constitutional matters of governance and co-operation, did grow in 

numbers and influence. (Foundations – Denis V Smith) 

But, back to the origins of these churches... 
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Early Adelaide History 

Thomas James Ames (1858-1928) was the leader of the first small 

Pentecostal congregation in Adelaide. “His ABC Printing Works in Pirie 

Street were both an outlet for the biblical printed page – the Pentecostal 

Times, (circa 1909) and a venue for mid-week Bible studies.” (Barry Chant) 

In her commitment to take the message of revival to Australia, it appears 

that Janet Lancaster of Good News Hall may have influenced him as well.  

In the early 1910 - 1920s, “Melbourne’s 

Pentecostal matriarch Sarah Jane Lancaster 

visited Adelaide and preached in the open air, 

near the Post Office and the Central Market.  

A man whose name is given only as Robert 

H— also ‘carried the news to Adelaide’ of the 

baptism in the Holy Spirit.  

By the early 1920s, a number of lay people 

including Fanny Collie, A. W. Allen, Robert 

Davis and Annie Chamberlain were conducting 

Pentecostal meetings in homes or halls in the 

city or inner suburbs.” (Barry Chant) 
Janet Lancaster 
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The earliest record of someone receiving the baptism in the Holy Spirit was 

a Mrs. Collie from Magill, Adelaide.  She belonged to the Salvation Army 

and was also influenced by the message of Pentecost coming from Janet 

Lancaster of the Good News Hall in Melbourne.  She conducted meetings in 

her home for people interested in the “Pentecostal experience.” 

In 1922, evangelist Smith-Wigglesworth from 

the United Kingdom visited Adelaide for 

meetings. After Wigglesworth’s meetings, a 

group of between 100-150 regularly began to 

meet in Leavitt Hall in Wakefield Street, North 

Adelaide.  

 

 

 

 

St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church was 

originally built on that site and opened in 

1859, but closed on the 10th July 1904.   

In 1907 the Women’s Christian 

Temperance Union purchased the site 

and renamed it Willard Hall in 1913. 

(Willard Hall was named for the founder of 

the world WCTU, Frances Willard)  

The church hall was later renamed Leavitt Hall in honour of Mary Clement 

Leavitt, the founder of WCTU in South Australia. The Christadelphians used 

the building from 1906 to 1928. Over time there were extensive alterations 

when the tower and spire were removed and a second storey added in 

1956.  

When the WCTU transferred to Hutt Street in 1975, the building was sold 

and later demolished.  

Aimee Semple McPherson from USA also visited after Smith Wigglesworth 

and caused quite a stir among the people of Adelaide.   

An “Elim” congregation, a small group of believers was meeting in Adelaide 

under the leadership of T. J. James. 

St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church 

Smith Wigglesworth 
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Pentecostal house meetings were also conducted at the homes of Mrs. 

Pillifeant (Parkside) and Mrs. Chamberlain (Hyde Park). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aimee Semple McPherson 
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The Four Square Gospel Mission 

In 1923, following the meetings with Smith Wigglesworth, unfortunately, a 

Mrs. Stephens introduced from the USA, what came to be known as the 

“Yellow Book” teaching.   

Many young people unfortunately were led astray by these erroneous 

teachings concerning deliverance ministry.  The messages in the book were 

reputedly dictated as the prophetic utterances of a lady named Bethany. 

They were recorded and published as if the Lord Himself was speaking.  

Those who accepted the teaching of the Yellow Book began to meet 

separately at Norwood, an eastern suburb, in the home of O. Chenoweth, 

a hairdresser and tobacconist.  These meetings appear to have dwindled in 

number and eventually closed. 

The Leavitt Hall congregation identified Hines Retchford, a strong Calvinist, 

and J.E. (‘Grandpa’) Rieschiek as acknowledged leaders of this original 

congregation.  
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Within twelve months, Retchford’s teaching concerning Calvinism became 

too much for some of the people and ten people left the congregation to 

commence a new meeting. This was held at the Chamberlain’s home on the 

20th August, 1924, to establish a more conservative group.  It was resolved 

that they would begin separate meetings in the Builders’ Hall in Waymouth 

Street, Adelaide. The new work took the name “The Four Square Gospel 

Mission” and evidenced good growth.  

Norman Priest, was appointed secretary and temporary chairman of the 

small, new church. Priest had originally been drawn to the Pentecostal 

movement when he had witnessed an open air service in the Botanical 

Gardens, where the Pentecostals added their voices to the many who 

mounted their soap boxes on Sunday afternoons to make their 

proclamations on a variety of subjects. 

In 1925, this new group made contact with the 

newly-formed Pentecostal Church of Australia, (led 

by Charles L. Greenwood in Melbourne) and in the 

following year, a formal link was forged.  J. M. 

Roberts was sent from Melbourne and became the 

new pastor.  

The Pentecostal Church of Australia was strongly 

evangelistic and Pentecostal.  

 

Roberts had been converted at nineteen and for 40 years 

had ministered in the Methodist Church. He received the 

baptism in the Holy Spirit during the A. C. Valdez Snr. 

Meetings during the Sunshine Revival in Melbourne.  

A. Marks, a retired Congregational minister, and Norman 

Priest were chosen as elders and five deacons were 

appointed — R. Davis, H. Weber, A. Priest, H. Ridd and 

C. Warren. 

The Leavitt Hall congregation continued under the 

leadership of Hines Retchford. 

J. M. Roberts 

Charles L Greenwood 
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Richmond Temple, Pentecostal Church of Australia, Bridge Road, Richmond, 

Victoria 

This summarised the message of the early zealous Pentecostal Christians 
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By 1929 the numbers in the breakaway group had increased significantly, 

and Sunday services were transferred to the Rechabite Chambers in 

Victoria Square, Adelaide, where the church continued to grow. (Page 10) 

In 1944, the congregation purchased a Lutheran building in Franklin Street, 

Adelaide and eventually joined the Assemblies of God Fellowship.  They 

were commonly known as the Franklin Street Assembly of God. 

In 1951 Thomas Lever Evans (T.L.), a retired British missionary from India, 

became senior pastor. John and Beryl Jobe commenced ministry there as 

senior pastors in 1959. Their vision was to move into the suburbs where 

the people lived, so the Franklin Street property was sold, and the church 

relocated to Payneham before it shifted to Main North East Road Klemzig 

where the congregation formed the Assembly of God, Klemzig.   

This group later moved again under the leadership of Pastor Andrew Evans 

to establish the Paradise Assembly of God – now Influencers  

 

Officers of the Adelaide Assembly 

Standing (left to right) – Deacons H. Ridd, W. Batts (Treasurer) R. Greaves, J. Day, A. 

H. Priest (Chairman of the Board of Deacons) A. Walters (Secretary Board of Deacons) 

Sitting (left to right) Elders B. Weber, Pastor Redsell, R. Marks, R.C. Davis (Church 

Secretary) 
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Klemzig Assembly of God, Adelaide 



The Compton Street Story                                                                                                        Denis V Smith 
 

Page 15 of 32 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible Standard Mission 

The meetings in Leavitt Hall also continued. Rev. Cyrus Fockler (1863-1933) 

from USA visited the congregation and encouraged them to be 

“Pentecostal.”  

In the late 1890s, Fockler had become associated with 

John A. Dowie of Zion, Illinois and led one of his churches 

in Ohio. Dowie and Fockler believed in the Baptism of the 

Holy Spirit and miraculous healing.  

Pastor Fockler was noted to have said that "I'm not going 

to preach until I have an experience like that" (the 

baptism in the Holy Spirit). Fockler was one of the early 

founders of the Assemblies of God in the USA in April 

1914. He was one of eight men elected to the first 

Executive Presbytery. 

In 1932, William Cathcart (1893-1988) “an international, pioneering 

apostle” (World Missionary Evangelism Inc.) of Scotland had arrived in South 

Australia, and began Apostolic meetings in the Adelaide Town Hall at the 

invitation of Retchford and Rieschiek.  

Cyrus Fockler 
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He had come from an involvement in the Welsh Revival 

and arrived in Australia in 1930.  

“When Cathcart arrived in Melbourne he joined with 

John Hewitt’s evangelistic and healing meetings which 

attracted a lot of attention. They began meeting each 

night and after a few short weeks over 2,000 people 

were attending. 1,000 people professed Jesus Christ as 

their Saviour, the blind received sight and the lame 

walked without their crutches.” (History of Waterfront 

Christian Church Website) 

“Cathcart arrived in Adelaide in January 1932. Only eight people attended 

the first meeting in Wyatt House in Grenfell Street, but numbers quickly 

grew. A series of six crowded Sunday night services in the Adelaide Town 

Hall resulted in a new church being born.” (Barry Chant) 

People from the Leavitt Hall congregation also joined these meetings.  As a 

result, a new congregation was born. Cathcart was well recognised as a 

Bible Teacher but emphasised the role of “apostles and prophets” in the 

church. 

As a result, people from both the existing Pentecostal congregations joined 

the Apostolic Church — including Hines Retchford, J. E. Rieschiek, Norman 

Priest and Robert Davis.   

This was not well received by the existing two churches and in 1934, The 

Pentecostal Church of Australia (led by C. L. Greenwood) issued leaflets 

entitled The Blasphemous Lie of the Set Prophet and The Apostolic Church 

Error. 

In 1925, Pauline Heath, a Syrian by birth, but born in India (c.1884-1940) 

was converted to Christ through the witness of Gustav (Gus) Jansen, a 

school teacher of German descent who had spent about ten years teaching 

in country schools.  He had become seriously ill and in need of surgery; but 

recovered instantaneously after hearing of divine healing. He shared his 

testimony of healing with Pauline Heath.  

At the age of twenty-three, Pauline had declared herself an agnostic. Now, 

eighteen years later, stirred by Jansen’s story, she attended the Mission 

and soon was converted. Two months later, she, too, received the baptism 

in the Holy Spirit.  

William Cathcart 



The Compton Street Story                                                                                                        Denis V Smith 
 

Page 17 of 32 
 

She had been in business for nearly five years at the time of her conversion 

as the proprietor of the Lone Hand Cafe in Rundle Street. By 1927, she was 

the acknowledged leader of the work and known affectionately by the 

members of the church as “Sister Joy.”   

After preaching at the Bible Standard Church in Melbourne (the renamed 

Good News Hall), she was offered a preacher’s credential from them, which 

she accepted. She was pleased to find that she and their leader, Dr. Mina 

Brawner, agreed on almost all points of doctrine. 

Ruth Harrison commented, “‘Sister Joy’ was a very lovely person and loved 

by her congregation.” (Ruth Harrison comment to Denis V Smith) 

Regular, newspaper advertisements presented her as “Sister P. A. Heath, 

the Ex-Agnostic Gospel Preacher,” with Hines Retchford as the song leader.  

The church did not grow significantly over the ensuing years. “But Sister 

Joy was not concerned over lack of numbers; she always counted a small 

dedicated group of people more valuable than a large group of indifferent 

ones.” She spent a great deal of time in prayer — even to the point of 

wearing dark glasses to cover the redness in her eyes caused by weeping 

in intercession. (Barry Chant) 

Rundle Street, Adelaide, circa 1922 
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In 1930, they published a quarterly – The Apostolic News.  A few lines 

evidently written by her appeared both in Good News and The Apostolic 

News. (Good News September 17:9 1926, p.5; Apostolic News 1:4 June 1930, 

p.4) They reflect her spirit and her heart for the faith she professed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

She spent a great deal of time in prayer — even to the point of wearing 

dark glasses to cover the redness in her eyes caused by weeping in 

intercession.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Janet Lancaster                                   Dr. Mina Brawner and Janet Lancaster 

Give me, my God, that upward look, 

That gazes but on Thee; 

That senses naught on earth, 

But grasps Thy matchless majesty... 

That realises while on earth my life is lived with 

Thee, 

Hidden in Christ, and thou alone, 

Life’s grand reality. 

(Good News September 17:9 1926, p.5; Apostolic News 
1:4 June 1930, p.4) 
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However, as the infant church became more established, and possibly more 

anxious to remove as many causes of criticism as they could from 

traditional churches, sadly female leadership became less acceptable. This 

attitude would reflect on a decision she would later make concerning her 

role in the congregation. 

In 1927, Hines Retchford, who was a commercial traveller relinquished his 

secular occupation to devote all his time to gospel work with the South 

African Evangelist F. B. Van Eyk. 

Meanwhile, the original congregation, now weakened by the departure of 

two groups of people, continued to meet at Leavitt Hall, using the name 

Apostolic Mission. Retchford’s Calvinism continued to be a pressure point 

but there was no further division. Within two years, up to 250 people were 

assembling together.  

Special public meetings were held in the 

Protestant Hall that Smith Wigglesworth had 

used. Visits from South Africans Isaac Hugo and 

Frederick Van Eyk also stimulated the work.  

In 1934, Mrs Heath stepped down as pastor and 

took the title of evangelist “owing to the belief 

among our brethren in Christ that a woman is 

not permitted to be a pastor according to the 

Scriptures.” However, according to the man 

who replaced her, “we just carried on as usual.” 

The titles had changed, but the roles had not.  

On land with a small frontage in Compton 

Street, the congregation built a church that 

enabled them to minister to thousands of people 

over the next thirty years.  

In 1940, the building was erected and opened for the congregation. Sadly, 

Sister Joy never saw the fruition of this project. She died of cancer before 

the building was completed and the key was first turned by her 

granddaughter.  

Later joining the Assemblies of God in Australia, the congregation in 

Compton Street decided to stay in the city and maintain a great influence 

in the outlying suburbs and indeed across Australia.   

The church was warmly known as just “Compton Street.”  

F. B. Van Eyk 
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They later established a bookshop which was managed by Mrs. Dorothy 

“Doss” McKenzie.  

In 1952, the Compton Street 

Assembly reported the “able ministry 

of their church Elder Brother Bradshaw 

and their evangelist Des Penny.”  They 

reported that a number of Italian 

families had joined the church and 

they were considering commencing an 

Italian Assembly. 

In 1953, T. L. Evans reported from 

Adelaide, “We have just concluded a 

united convention arranged by the two 

City Assemblies (Franklin Street and 

Compton Street).  Pastor (Fred) Amery 

from Victoria was the special speaker.   

Other combined meetings had been conducted with John R. Ridley as speaker 

with around 600 in attendance.  At the close of his address he challenged the 

people “if they were prepared to accept revival in God’s way to stand to their 

feet.” The entire congregation jumped to their feet with the exception of “two 

people” that T. L. Evans saw. 

Gospel Book Centre 

Compton Street congregation 



The Compton Street Story                                                                                                        Denis V Smith 
 

Page 21 of 32 
 

In 1956, Compton Street sent out a small group under the leadership of Des 

Penny to pioneer a church in Flinders Park. (Now Edge West Campus) 

Compton Street Assembly and the Flinders Street Assembly leaders met to 

prayerfully consider a co-operative approach to how they might assist  

On January 13th 1961, Pastor James and Meg Wallace, the Principal and 

Matron of Commonwealth Bible College, travelled to Adelaide by motor 

coach.  It proved a tiring journey, particularly for him, and on Sunday 

evening he preached at the Compton Street Assembly of God.  He suffered 

a heart attack on Tuesday afternoon.  Pastor S. W. Law, (a returned 

missionary from India) Chairman of the Assemblies of God in South 

Australia, wrote, “We followed the ambulance very closely and were able 

to observe Brother Wallace.  As we neared the hospital we saw our brother 

raise his hand twice to heaven.  This must have been his response to the 

call to higher service, for like one of old, he suddenly was not for God took 

him.”   

He was laid to rest in Box Hill Cemetery in Melbourne on Friday, 20th 

January, after a service from Richmond Temple where Assemblies of God 

Chairman A.T. Davidson officiated, supported by the full Commonwealth 

Executive.  

Compton Street Church Leaders 
Back row: - L. to R: - Pastor Sydney Law, Bruce (Nug) Pitman, Pastor Harold Bradshaw, 

Colin (CD) Pitman 
Front Row: - L. to R:  Thomas (RT) Pitman, Alfred Russell William (Bill) Britcher, Roy 

Dyson, Archie Cameron. 
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Another venture of faith occurred in the early 1960’s as the Compton Street 

assembly sent out a small group of young people under the leadership of 

Reginald Klimionok to start a church at Brayville, south of Adelaide 

The church hosted and supported many church leaders – it was something 

built into the DNA of the people. In 1962, Walter Beuttler from U.S.A. packed 

out the Compton Street assembly with his inspiring teaching ministry. 

In 1965, Charles G Enticknap held an “Every 

Believer Evangelism” Conference in Adelaide, 

South Australia.  It was reported in the 

Australian Evangel, that “on September 21st, 

Pastor C. G. Enticknap commenced a city-wide 

seminar in Every Believer Evangelism with our 

Adelaide Assemblies in South Australia. All 

churches closed their week night services to 

cooperate in the united training programme 

conducted in the Compton Street Assembly.” 

The seminar was conducted under the auspices 

of the South Australian Presbytery, and Pastor 

S. Law as the State Chairman welcomed Brother 

and Sister Enticknap to Adelaide, speaking of 

their many years in the Full-Gospel Ministry in 

Australia and also overseas, and of their present 

emphasis on Every Believer Evangelism. 

“On the morning of the last day of the combined services, the Pastors met 

at the Compton Street church to discuss with Pastor Enticknap how they 

could implement with greatest success, the principles he had presented. As 

a result of this meeting, almost all the Assemblies invited Brother Enticknap 

to a week of ministry, to set up and get into operation the practical soul-

winning outreach in their churches. This has already been done in two 

Assemblies, with immediate soul-winning results that have been most 

encouraging.”  

In 1967, in the pages of the Australian Evangel, Compton Street assembly 

was commended for supporting Pastor Reg Klimionok as Commonwealth 

Evangelist with freedom to minister anywhere in Australia.  

The Pitman family business was instrumental in supporting the work of 

world missions with practical assistance given to the missionaries serving 

there. 
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Calvary Community Church 
When Denis and Gwen Smith arrived in Adelaide from Perth in 1975, the 

church had been without a pastor for over twelve months.  The church 

board had taken the responsibility to keep the church moving forward.  

People travelled from all around Adelaide to attend the meetings, but the 

congregation was aging.  At Denis and Gwen’s induction service, their 

young son commented, “These people are all so old and the ladies are 

wearing hats.”   It was the acceptable norm of those days.  The Smiths had 

left a very youthful congregation at the Morley Assembly of God in Western 

Australia, where the average age of members was under thirty. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Denis and Gwen Smith Farewell from Western Australia 
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Denis and Gwen concentrated on winning the confidence of the people. One 

of the earliest ministries to form was “Calvary Seniors” with a special 

mandate to reach people within their own demographic area.  The average 

age of the committee members was over 70!  And with a rich heritage in 

Pentecost, the people took up the challenge and commenced their monthly 

meetings.  The young people accepted the responsibility to serve them and 

hosted their events in a neutral hall.  Many new older men and women 

attended those meetings and a number of them accepted Christ as their 

Saviour. 

One of those men was a World War II veteran who wanted his testimony 

recorded after Denis had privately celebrated his first Communion service. 

His assurance of salvation gave the Calvary Seniors a real boost to continue 

sharing their faith. 

On another occasion, Denis was called into a Hospital operating theatre to 

speak with an elderly lady who had been contacted.  She gave her life to 

Christ shortly before she passed away.  A young Bible college intern, who 

was spending time in a mentoring relationship stood by and watched this 

drama unfolding.   

On the way down in the elevator, he asked a person travelling down with 

us, “Have you come to a place in your life where you know for certain you’d 

go to Heaven when you die?” 

On occasions, Calvary Seniors took the morning service as we honoured 

their faithfulness.  Pastor George Taylor, an elderly member took the 

Communion service.  An appeal was made and a young man dedicated his 

life to Christ.  These things inspired the congregation. 

The young people were excited to accept a challenge to host three “Cudlee 

Creek Crosser Championships” – a motor cycle event which was led by 

Malcolm Pitman who had a background in professional riding.   

He also commented with a grin, “I can’t afford to ride, because I might lose 

my reputation among all these new riders.”  Around 60-80 riders from all 

walks of life stirred up the muddy track built at Cudlee Creek Camp.   They 

were ranked in experience and raced for trophies according to their 

motorcycle size.   On the following weekend, they gathered at the church 

to receive their trophies and hear an evangelistic message. A new energy 

was rising in the church as the people began to look outward to the 

community.  Pastor Peter Vacca was one of the featured speakers. 
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Gwen Smith formed and trained a Youth Alive Singers choir.  One of the 

young people commented, “This has done so much to unite the youth.” 

The church was encouraged to look to the future 

and imagine a time when the church would be 

overflowing.  Then, church parking was on the 

streets and a vacant block opposite the church.  

“What will happen if the owners build on this 

block – where will we park?” was the question 

requiring an answer. 

“The church is people, not premises,” Pastor 

Smith commented as the congregation united in 

service.  Leadership meetings were held to plan 

for the future. “Where will the people be living? 

Where is the Adelaide population spreading?”  

It didn’t take long to identify the expansion of the city northwards into the 

Golden Grove hills and valleys.  We would need a venue to host the many 

activities planned for the future. 

Many people were sentimentally attached to the old building in Compton 

Street.  This was well understood as many memories of weddings, funerals 

and special events were linked to those premises over the previous 35 

years.  “We respected the past, but encouraged the people to look to the 

future,” Denis commented. 

To allow the congregation to experience life outside of Compton Street, 

Sunday night services were moved to a hall in North Adelaide and chose a 

non-geographical name – Calvary Community Church.   

The faithfulness of the people involved with this move was exemplary. 

Calvary Community Church Board Members and Wives 

Denis V Smith 
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One weekend, the Church Board members and their wives took the time to 

prayerfully investigate possibilities as to where the congregation might 

eventually relocate.    

The burgeoning north-eastern suburbs seemed to have the best 

possibilities. 

One morning as Denis was praying and reading the Scriptures, the verse in 

Isaiah 16:1 took his attention. “Send the lamb to the ruler of the land.”  

This was way out of normal context of his biblical knowledge but, he felt 

that God was speaking to him.  

“Send the lamb to the ruler of the land,” echoed in his spirit as he glanced 

again at the new church logo featuring a lamb. 

He immediately contacted a real estate agency to enquire concerning land 

developments and was informed that the South Australian Land 

Commission owned all the land in the soon-to-be developed Golden Grove 

estate as a model of future land development. 

Contact was made with the authorities and many meetings followed with 

the authorities. Denis made a five-week tour of the USA to meet with 

architects who were involved with large church developments – this 

expanded his faith and gave practical examples of developments as he 

visited across a number of States. 

The South Australian Land Commission released a large acreage in Grenfell 

Road which was purchased by the church.  An architect was commissioned 

to develop a master plan for the site and those plans were lodged with the 

local Council.  Unfortunately, a local land developer heard about these plans 

and thinking he would lose real estate possibilities, began a vicious attack 

on the church linking Denis with the Jonestown massacre.  

The Peoples Temple Agricultural Project, better known by its informal name 

"Jonestown", was a remote settlement in Guyana, established by the 

Peoples Temple, a San Francisco-based cult under the leadership of Jim 

Jones.  On November 18th, 1978, a total of 918 people died at the 

settlement, at the nearby airstrip in Port Kaituma, and at a Temple-run 

building in Georgetown, Guyana's capital city.  

As this widely reported and televised tragic event had occurred only years 

before, people in the district accepted these false allegations and signed a 

petition to stop the development. 
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Around this time, the Klemzig Assembly of God was also seeking to 

purchase a large area of land for their future developments and had also 

been rejected by their local Council on two occasions.  

At the Council meeting, the plans for Calvary Community Church were 

rejected. The South Australian Land Commission strongly suggested the 

decision should be challenged and formal proceedings were put in place.  

At the final hearing, the Judge declared that he had not seen a project so 

well planned with the State Government but had to uphold the decision of 

the Council because of a legal precedent.  

In early years, an historical decision had been made by a local Council to 

reject an application by a church to build in a populated area because the 

anticipated crowds would disturb the livestock in the area.  The decision 

was handed down with regret.   The judge commented that he had never 

seen any project so well planned and thought through – but legal precedent 

left him to choice but to reject the application.  

Denis had to fly out to Sydney early the next meeting for a Director’s 

meeting of Dr. Jim Kennedy’s Evangelism Explosion.  Gwen Smith had gone 

to prayer and while reading in the book of Nehemiah, God spoke to her 

saying, “regardless of the opposition, it will be built!” God would be greater 

than any Sanballat and Tobiah in the world. (Nehemiah 4) 

Golden Grove property purchased by the Church 
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It was a great encouragement, because Denis had just been offered an 

international position with an organisation based in the USA. He turned it 

down and continued with the journey of the congregation in Adelaide. 

Immediately the South Australian Land Commission appealed to the State 

Government and the precedent was overruled by new legislation; but the 

previous ruling had to stand under law.   Fortunately, the new law came 

into effect immediately and when Pastor Andrew Evans led their church to 

purchase a large acreage in Paradise, it meant they could build their large 

church facility – now Influencers. 

Compton Street and Franklin Street were still working together! 

The congregation took the step of faith and relocated into a school hall in 

the northern suburbs.  Most of the people living south of the city, went to 

other churches.  Bruce Pitman, the church secretary so strongly believed in 

the congregation’s move to the north, he sold his house in the south and 

relocated to the north with his whole family.   A great number of the older 

members of the congregation also came in the move – they were an 

inspiration to the youth.  Others linked up with churches in the south. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One evening, after a Royal Rangers’ meeting, Denis received a phone call 

that one of the Rangers had not returned home.  He took off around the 

streets to assist in looking for the young boy.  On the way, he passed a 

Real Estate company advertising the sale of their property in Milne Road. 

Later, the father of the boy called and said he had found his son.   

The next day, Denis went back to look at the property he had seen while 

driving at night and called Bruce Pitman to join him.  It was a jewel waiting 

to be unearthed.   

Calvary Community Church youth group 
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The two-storey office block on prime land was an appealing option – 

particularly as they looked at development plans in the area. 

The church had sold the Grenfell Road property and so purchased the Milne 

Road Property before any of the main roads were built through the area.  

They had been delineated in plans and showed that this property would 

have excellent visibility in the community in the future.  

Plans were again drawn up and – well the rest is history! 

And Heaven has recorded the faith 

and sacrifice of the “others” who 

were part of the fulfilment of the 

dream! 

We all stand on the shoulders of 

those who have gone before us.  

 

 

 

 

Grave of Cyrus Fockler                                   Compton Street Church 
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Appreciation 

I am indebted to Dr. Barry Chant for his excellent research and documentation of those 

early days. 
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http://denisvsmith.com/


The Compton Street Story                                                                                                        Denis V Smith 
 

Page 32 of 32 
 
 


