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INTRODUCTION

Before commencing the journey on &agérsonal understanding of émed of the worldallow me to
add the comments of a doctor who later became one of his close companions.

A medical doctot,uke wrote to a colleagdéeophiluabout all that Jesus began to do and to teach until
the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had
chosen(Acts 1:12)

OAfter his suffering, he showed hiffiso these men and gave many convincing proofs that he
was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God.
On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this ceéDmantiieave
Jerusalem, bwiait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. For
John baptised with water, but in a few days you will be baptised with the Hély Spirit.

So when they met together, they askedhord, are you at this time going to restoeekingdom
to Israel®

He said to thendlt is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own
authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Jud&aaratia, and to the ends of the ephitts 1:78

After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight.
They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in
white stoodeside them.

oMen of Galile@,they saidgwhy do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who
has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into
heaver (Acts 13-11)

Those peoplknew that Jeswgould come back to the earth!
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METHODS OF INTERPRETATION!

oThe way we conceive the future sculpts the present, gives contour and tone to nearly every action and
thought through the day. If our sense of future is weak, we live listlessly. Much emotional and mental illness
and most suicides occur among men and wamefeel that thedpave no futuré?

The Christian faith has always been characterized by a strong and focused sense of future, with belief in the
Second Coming of Jesus as the most distinctive detail. From the day Jesus ascended into heaven, his
followers lived in expectancy of his return. He told them he was coming back. They believed he was coming
back. They continue to believe it. For Christians, it is the most important thing to know and believe about
the future.

The practical effect of thielief is to charge each moment of the present with hope. For if the future is
dominated by the coming again of Jesus, there is little room left on the screen for projecting our anxieties
and fantasies. It takes the clutter out of our liveBe Ve mordree to respond spontaneously to the
freedom of Godo (Excerpt from the Message Bible)

In 1 Thessalonians 116, the apostle Paul encouraged a group of Christians who were going through a
time of persecution with these words:

0You became imitators ofarsd of the Lord, for you welcomed the message in the midst of severe suffering
with the joy given by the Holy Spirit. And so you became a model to all the believers in Macedonia and
Achaia. The Lo message rang out from you not only in Macedonia laaidiAgur faith in God has

become known everywhere. Therefore, we do not need to say anything about it, for they themselves report
what kind of reception you gave us. They tell how you turned to God from s#wisetthe living and

true God,and to waifor his Son from heaven, whom he raised from théi dkssilis, who rescues us

from the coming wrath6
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For almost two thousand years the Christian church has declared in its creeds that Jesus Christ will come
to again to judge the living and the dead.

The earliest known mention of the expresgipostleéCreed occurs in a letter of AD 390 from a synod
in Milananddeclared:

ol believe in God the Father, Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and in Jesus Christ, His only
begotten Son, our Lord; Who wasceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary; Suffered
under Pontius Pilate; was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell; The third day He
rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of Gad the Fath
Almighty; From thence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit.

| believe a holy catholigniversglChurch, the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the
resurrection of the body; and the life everlastmgné

It is thoughtthis summary of their beliefs veesepted by the Christian church some years earlier and
nearer to the turn of the third century

The Nicene Creedas first adopted at the First Council of Nicaea, which openet hm&3B25.

ol believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible
and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, thébeglytten Son of God, begotten of the Father
before all worlds; God of God, Light of Light, very God of @&rd; begotten, not made, being

of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made. Who, for us men and for our
salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and
was made man; and was crucified@lss under Pontius Pilate; He suffered and was buried; and
the third day He rose again, according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and sitteth on
the right hand of the Father; and He shall come again, with glory, to judge the livintpadd the
whose kingdom shall have no end. And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life;
who proceedeth from the Father and the Son; who with the Father and the Son together is
worshipped and glorified; who spake by the prophets. And | el holy catholic and
apostolic Church. I acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; and | look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.@®men.

In all the ancient creeds of the chudrefhether Catholic or Protestéimére is unanimous conséidiesus
Christ will return to the earth and make all things new! Were they wrony2Witl'focus on that end
time even®d the return of Jesus Christ to the earth and our relationship to that event!

When it comes to undenstiing the prophetic Scriptures, there are four main ways to interpret what the
prophetic writers recorded:

Preterist View

This viewwasthat the authors were only writing to their own generation and that everything redorded ha
already happened! It is a hard jigsaw puzzle to put together as | understand chuécpahnistolarly

trying to fit the Roman Emperors Nero and Domitian into the prophetic picture. Theodore of Mopsuestia
(350428 embrace these concepts.

Historical View

This viewholds that Johnin the book of Revelatiofgr examplavas revealing all the major events that
would happen in the history of the church in its togdiife. Theodore of Mopsueségected allegorical
interpretation, emphasising instead literal meaning and historical context. Again, thisasaghiffigast
one would have to juggle historical events to make them fit infiydpeetic jigsaw.

The Rapture of the Churétthe blessed hope! Pageb of 48



Solutions by Design Denis V Smith

Spiritualised View

Origen(185254 is regarded as the father of the allegorical method of scriptural interpretation. He was a
Platonist and endeavoured to combine Greek philosophy and the ChristianHeligaieved that
everything was to be taken figuratively and not yitefak events recorded were ab@pituatonflict

and not a literal conflidthat things would get better and better and the church would usher in the kingdom
of God upon the earth.

Futurist View

This view holds thatome of the events recordedhe Biblewere still to come. This ks more sense
andis much easier to understand/afollow the golden rule of interpretatidoWhen the plain sense of
Scripture makes common sense, seek no otheé sense.

Therefore, like Tertulliaf16622( | take each word in its usual, primary, ordinary andhiezmaing unless
the facts as recorded in the surrounding passages clearly indicate éthlenuisst. viewThis makes
sense

| find that when spiritualigeophecy, | end up with fantastic interpretations as the decision of its meaning
is more than often ithe mind of the interpreter and this is dangerous! | will seek litekzdin my
interpretation® even while the message is frequently wrappedteriousand apparently inexplicable
symbolism.

Remember, thatsthe church entered its dark days and moved away from its biblical foundations, many
errors crept into the congregations and church conferences.
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WHO WAS PAUL?

Before embarking on an understandinghat Pauparticularlywrote concerninthe Second @ning of
Christ it is vital that we understand sometlimgcernindnis identitywhich will serve to add veracity to
his human credentials

Apart from his dedtation thatodl Scripture is Gobireathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking,
correcting and training in righteousad¢8sTimothy 3:16he had a remarkable background with the
blending of the human and the Divine.

In 1980, a concerned citizdisturbed by prevailing conditions and the inability of his @d&aders to

find a panacea for their ills, made this commaehé& critical juncture found none atesactord on the

political stage and the decisive moment was tegemieadaecassere deficient in power and the powerful in lack
sagacity, courage and régnkutioneek, April 21, 1980, p.4)

This has often been the case throughoutnéstory. So it was in the desddbBowing the birth of

Messiah. Th@ood newdconcernindnis death and resurrection was spreading dteoBemanuled
world, but the world still waited.
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God had a man! It has been suggested that a present day parallel to the apostle Paul would be a man who
could speak ChinesedBaijingquoting Confucius armhe of Chin& greatest philosophgdvkenciug write

closely reasoned theology in Englisheapdund it at Oxford and defend his cause in Russian before the
Soviet Academy of Sciences.

In autobiographical references in his letters, Paul pictures befe@f his conversion as a moral,
successful and law abiding citizen.

In reviewing his lifat that time, he saw little reason forregifoach and evidenced no sense of being
under the disfavour of God. Indeed, if anything, he felt the resser$rie He had been no prodigal.
He couldplace his life alongside the law of God without adiyeusense of having failed to meet his
obligations, but his excessive zeal found unworthy expression in the ruthless perdbostowhal
followed Christ.

These qualities combined to make him one of the most difficult persons to convert tatg;Hastien

was so entirely convinced of his own integrity. His complex personality was unified iowever
remarkable singleness of purpose; his immense intellectual powers would have made him remarkable even
if he had never become a Christian.

Of al the foundational apostlég, alone was an intellecarad this fact was to prove of great significance
in the progress of the n&@ristiarfaith.

If Christianity was to make an intellectual as well as a moral and spiritual conquest of theedadd, it
someone of Palilmental calibre to explain and enforce the significance a¥ @katt and resurrection
and other related doctrings.Oswald Sanders, Paul the Leader, Kingsway Publications, Eastdourne p14

Paul was born in TarsugActs21:39

When first mentioned at Step&eamartyrdom, he is called a young (hets 7:58and when he wrote
the letter to Philemon, he calls himself, Paul thérigiechon 9) From this we understand him to be
around the age of Jesus Claiserhaps slightly older.

Following the traditions of his fathers he entetedewisltovenant through the rite of circumcision
on the eighth day following his bii@hilippians 3:5)

Of the Tribe of Benjamin(Romans 11:1)

00f the stock of Israéwas higleclaredineage. Although he lived in a Hellenistic environment, and
technically was a Hellenist, separated from Jerusalem and its rituals by viDisspbdthe would

not identify himself as a Helledstven though he undoubtedly spoke Greek and moved among the
oworldhy Jews of his day.

1 Mencius (circa BC 378 288 was a Chinese philosopher. He was born in @baoin Shandong &vince.

After studying the philosophy of Confucius, he travelled for years expounding Confucianism and lecturing rulers
on their duties toward their subjects. He believed that the power to govern comes from God and should be exercised
in the interests ahe common people. He opposed warfare except for purposes of defence. According to tradition,
Mencius spent the latter part of his life in seclusion with his disciples. In his teachings he stressed the belief that
people are by nature good, but that thimlgess becomes manifest only when they experience peace of mind,
which in turn depends on material security. If rulers, therefore, reduce their subjects to poverty and selfishness, they
should be deposed. Since thHecehtury Mencius has been recogragezhe of Chiagreatest philosophers; the
MenciuBook of Menciusis regarded as a basic Confucian text.
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A OHebrew of the Hebrew®

He knew his ancesiyaHebrewas opposed toldellenisan Israelite as opposed to a Gentileahd
the seed of Abrahan@2 Corinthians 11:22)his tribe was one of twbat remained faithful to God
during the time when Israel was a divided kingdome centuries before

He was a Jew in culture, a Jewrimpathy, a Jew in nationality and a Jew in faith. He was the son of
a PharisedActs 23:6)he largest and most influential religjmigical party during New Testament
times, thus offering strict adherence to Mosaic Law. He had a sisterJi@vimgplerficts 23:16)

A zealous member of the PhariseéBhilippians 3:5)

At the age of five or even earlier he would begin to studglthewBible at home with his parents.
He would know th&hemgeuteronomy 6:8; 11:127; Numbers 15:3%1)andthe Hallel(Psalms 113
118)by at least six. At thisne,he would go to hidvineyard as the Rabbis called their schools.

At ten he would study the simpler developments of the oral law which were later collected into the
MishnahAt thirteen he becaméson of the Commandmemt.At fifteen he would learn the secrets

of the Gemara At twenty, or earlier, he would maay Jewish tradition endorsed that members of

the Sanhedrin wemarried

Rejecting the dogmas of the Sadds during those years, he was more at home with the teachings of
the Pharisees. Their teachings have been describbddience petrified into formalism, religion
degraded into ritualisin.

His honesty in reachiidgghteousness by the & proclaned in his statemedtblamelesé! He
lived in all good conscience towards @auhd yet, how bitterly Hatershare the emptiness of
following the rituals ahePharisees

He wore thdeather bosshapedghylacteries, filled with text of Scriptoinehis forehead and arés
but his heart was empty. An anxious mind throbbed with perplexing questions under those traditional
trappings.

He believed in resurrections, angels, the spirit world, voices and appearances, dreaming dreams and
seeing visionbut struggled to find a right standing with his God who appeared distant and unable to
be satisfied.

This drove him all the more to obediedead yet the Messiah did not come!
A Roman citizen(Acts 16:37)

At least eight times his citi@enghtsvere violated. How he gained his citizenship is a mystery. It may
have been purchased by his father or earned as a reward for some service rendered to Rome. By
tradition and the writings of Jerome his forebears came from Galilee and migrated to Tarsus.

Tarsus was nout of the wayity d it wasa centre of learning, promoting many Greek schools of
philosophy and religious cults. Its very position made it a centre of commercial enterprise and political
power. Situated on a navigable river and lyingfrarifal plain, it flourished under the reign of
Augustus, having the distinction of being a capital and a free city.

2 TheGemanaas gortion of the Talmud containing commentary on the Mishnah. Th&ewmrargAramaicto

learrd) refers specifically to thisclissions on the Mishnah conducted in the rabbinic academies dfseexeizamd

Babylon. The Mishnah and Gemara combined comprise the Talmud. Most of the Gemara is written in Aramaic. Two
Gemaras exigtthe Palestinian and the Babylonian.
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It wasin Tarsughattimber from the forests was floated to the Mediterranean dockyards and vessels
unloaded their treasures from Asia and Europe in trade exchhagstycoins displayed the city
amid bales of merchandise.

An Excellent Linguist

As a Roman citizere lwoud possibly speak Latin. His family would speak Greek. From earliest years
he would be familiar with the Greek Septuagint version of the Old Testament and large portions of
which he would have committed to memory.

He would speak ancient Hebrew, asdmeetimes reverted to the Hebrew Scriptures in the original
when the SeptuagifiXX) was unsuitable. He was also familiar with Argaes22:2)As he was
later mistaken as an Egyptian, he may have spoken that language also!

Brought up in Jerusalem(Acts 22:3)

He knew Jerusalem like the back of his hand. Initially trained by his family and at the synagogue, if a
family thought their son was destined for rabbinical leadership, he would be sent to the school of some
great master.

Educated by Gamalel

Paul was educated at the feet of the le&alli Gamalighcts 5:34and became a voting member
of the Sanhedrin Coun@icts 26:10).

One of the many clear evidences of divine providence shaping his life was the fact that probably
through the inflence of his family he was privileged to sit at the feet of Gamaliel who wakealled
Beauty of the Lad.

This learned and notable Rabbi was one of seven Jewish doctors of the law to whom the honoured
title of Rabbawas given.

He was of the School of Hillel which embraced a broader and more liberal view than that of Shammai.
Paul was thus exposed to a wider spectrum of teaching than would otherwise have been the case.

Unlike Shammai, Gamaliel was interested in Greekngeratliencouraged Jews to have friendship

and sociahteractiorwith foreignersFrom him Paul would learn sincerity and honesty of judgement

and a willingness to study and use the works of Gentile authors. It was this same Gamaliel who
counselled modation when the crowd would have killed Peter and the other affastles3489)

In passing it may be noted that since Gamaliel did not give sanction to persecuting activities, it is
difficult to account for the subsequent unbridled fury of his pupil.

It may have bedhe outward expression of the fierce battle that raged witheattisRobert Speer
suggests thaiHe was as much at war with himself as he was with the Chri®izbest E. Speer,
oPaul the All Round Man, New York Revell, 190802.)

In the light of Pa@® education and early prominence, we may presume he was from a family of some
means. His nephé@&saccess to the Jerusalem leaders affirnjadts23:16,20)

Personal Appearance
His personal appearance was not irsped Corinthians 2:3; 2 Corinthians 10:®)was describes
0A man of little stature, thin haired upon the head, crooked in the legs, of good state of body, with

eyebrows joining and nose somewhat hooked, full of grace: for sometimes he appeasey hkd
sometimes he had the face of an @n@ets of Paul and Thecla)
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In those days it was customary to marry at an early age. A Jewish praMedesaicho has no wife
is not a man. One of the necessary qualifications for a seat on the Sawistivé one must be a
married man.

The reason behind this provision was that members were supposed to lean toward mercy and a husband
and father was thought more likely to possessuhbbilyghan an unmarried man. The weight of
evidence would seem to be in favour of Paul having been a married man, but Scripture is silent on this
subject. There is a tradition that he was a widower. The teaching in 1 Corinthians 7:8 indicate he
identifes himself as a widower. It may have been that after his conversion to Christianity he was
disowned and rejected by his family.

A Tentmaker by Profession

Gamaliel held that learning of any kind unaccompanied by a trade ended in nothing l@itraite Paul
of tent making proved a valuable asset in the years ahead.

His native Tarsus abounded with mountain goats whose long hair was woven into strong outer
garments or into tents made from material known as Cilecian cloth.& kapiy manufactusas

the weaving, first into ropes, then into tent covers and garments, the black, strong scented hair from
the flocks of Taus.

The advantage of this trade, although highly esteemed but poorly paid, was that it could be pursued
anywhere and required costly equipment.

Paul would later defend the principle that Christian workers should be fully supported and quoted Jesus
by sayingithe labourer is worthy of his hir@. Corinthians 9:14)t the same time, although he himself
received support from time to time, he made it clear that his polssifaagportfor himself and

the workers he appointed.

A remarkable conversion

With a heart filled with hatred towards the new religigigingpin his nation, he embarked on his
mission of continuing persecution. It was on the road to Damascus that Paul met Jesus Christ and
became a believér.Damacushe immediately becameitness for Christ!

The Arabian Sojourn

We do not know a lot about what happened thenecept to say that he went into the Arabian
wilderness with the Old Testament scrolls under his arm and came out with the New Testament
revelation in his heart.

ol want you to know brothers, that the gbs$geeached is not something that man made up. | did

not receive it from any man, nor was | taught it; rather, | received it by revelation from Jesus Christ.
For you have heard of my previous way of life in Judaism, how intensely | persecuted tfie church o
God and tried to destroy it. | was advancing in Judaism beyond many Jews of my own age and was
extremely zealous for the traditions of my fathers. But when God, who set me apart from birth and
called me by his grace, was pleased to reveal his Som ithatd might preach him among the
Gentiles, | did not consult any man, nor did | go up to Jerusalem to see those who were apostles before
| was, but | went immediately into Arabia and later returned to Damascus. Then after three years, |
went up to Jeragem to get acquainted with Peter and stayed with him fifteen days. | saw none of the
other apostlés only James, the Ladorother. | assure you before God that what | am writing you is

no lie.(Galatians 1:120)

He could saygFor / have received fronthe Lord ...6 (1 Corinthians )1
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He lived under five Emperors:

Caesar Augustus 63 BC- AD 14
Emperor Tiberius AD 14-37
Emperor Caligula AD 37-41
Emperor Claudius AD 41-54
Emperor Nero AD 54-68

agrLONE

And one Lord!

Did Paul understand the book oDaniel?

As a Jewish scholar, | believe he wolidda Pharisee, he believed in the resurrection from the dead and
the coming kingdom of God. It appeared to be something he strove to understand continually before his
conversion.

| think Paul had avitalnder st andi ng o ® betaase heenhebtionedpsonuepobdle c i e s
predictionsn his letters.

Did Paul Understand JesuTeachings?

Without a shadow of a doubt! What happened in these two and a half years in the desert totally
revolutionised higé and ministry?

He had a hard time becoming acceptable to the church

But in time and through the influence and assistance of 8dmaaias accepted
He assumed a leadership role in Anti@cis 13:22)

Eventually, he became tapostle to th&entileH

=A =4 =8 =4

What Did Jesus Teach?

In Jesuddiscourse with the disciples on the Mount of Olives concerning the signsafing and the

end of the age with the ultimate establishing oKiHgdomhe saiddthe sign of the Son of Man will

appear in theky, and all the nations of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the
clouds of the sky, with power and great glory. And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they
will gather his elect from the four winds, from awkeof the heavens to the otlddhatthew 24:331)

Note thetwo placesvhere the event occurs:

1 SKY& din the skyanddocoming on the clouds of the sky, with poweréand great glory
1 EARTH 06 0and all theations of the emitthmourné

At this point there iso mention of His actually descendmthe earthNote thetwo thingsthe event
produces:

1 EARTH 0 dangels will gather his elect from thé four winds
1 EARTH 06 o0and all the nations of the earth wWill mourn

Mark recorded Jesus saydAgd then shall they see the Son of man coming in the clouds with great power
and glory. And then shall he send his angels, and shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from
the uttermost part of the earth to theerrttost part of heavér(Mark 13:2&7)

I think Paul understood Jeéigsachingbecause he mentioned some of thesesevents in his letters.
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THE BLESSED HOPE

| believedin the blessed hog@dhe rapture of the church at ChEistoming (1 Thessalonians 4)ivhich is
an excellent summary statement.

Of all the events described in the Bible that are yet to come, the raptuteun€thleas singularly captured
the interest and imagination of many pedplkepresents a truly supermatievent that will be difficult
to explain by those left behind.

Where did this word come from?

1 The event we cdithe Raptur@is never actually given a name in the Bildesimply described
as an event which the writers at the time found difficult to visualize and understand.

1 The wordrapturén English is a transliteration of the old Latin word which meassatch
awayo

1 The word came into use by way of the Latpioused to translate the Greek term of 1
Thessalonians 4:harpagesoméikiang believers are said todoaught upto meet the Lord at
His coming.

1 Thesame Greek worgsed in 1 Thessaloniank’4or @aught ufis used in Acts 8:39 to describe
Philip beingtaught awd@gfter baptising the Ethiopian eunuch. The verse says that the Holy Spirit
caught Philip awdyidentifying the power that will remove believers from the earth.

While there are many denday critics of the subject, quoting sources such as
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John Nelson Darby

oThe rapture teaching seems to have originated with a man named John Nelson Darby in about 1830. He
divided the time of the second coming into two stages. Darby said Christ wotddhisreaintgthe
@aptuebefore the tribulation and he would camtiehis saints after the tribulatigthe develatimhich

he believed was Je&use coming in glory @econd coming

According to this interpretation of Bible prophecy, between these two evebévehteth weék
predicted in Daniel 9:224 woud be fulfilled and the antichrist would come to power. With the church
removed from the scene, God would resume his dealings with Israel at tBatrbiyeideas had a wide
influence in Britain and the United States. Many evangelicals becamearbalgemibulation@apturé

through the preaching of the interdenominational evangelists of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.

Scofield Reference Bible

The Scofield Reference Bible and the leading Bible Institutes and graduate schools of theology such as
Dallas Theological Seminary, Talbot Seminary, and Grace Theological Seminary also contributed to the
popularity of this view.

During the troubled times of the 1960s there was a revival of-thibyta¢gion view on a popular level

through the books of Hal Lindsey and the ministries of preachers and Bible teachers who use the electronic
medialf the influence of Darby is obvioimsthe work of his successors, it is a more difficult task to
determine howe arrived at an understanding of thdrgralation rapture.

Samuel P. Tregelles

Samuel P. Tregelles, like Darby a member of the Plymouth Brethren movement, taughiethat the v
originated during a charismatic service conducted by Edward Irving in 1832.

Margaret MacDonald

Other scholars maintain that the new understanding of the rapture prvadubeof a prophetic vision

given to a young Scottish girl, Margaret MacD@na8i30 She claimed special insight into the second
coming and began to share her views with others. Her ecstatic conduct and apocalyptic teaching led to a
charismatic renewal in Scotland.

Impressed by the accounts of a new Pentecost, Darby vissisehihef the revival. According to his own
testimony in later years he met Margaret MacDonald, but rejected her claims of a new outpouring of the
Spirit.

Despite his opposition to MacDor@ldeneral approach some writers believe that he accepted her vi

of the rapture and worked it into his ownesyis But this misses the padrdthough there may have been

odi scoveries of ancildavecomnéo mytcdnduSions as theyarg éxpressedih i st o
Scriptured without reference to schidaf the past couple of centuries.

Old Testament Prophets BC

It is anestablishethctthat the prophets of olthade around 300 predictions concertfiadirst coming

and over 60 prophecies concerning $esond coming of ChrigEnoch, Isaiah,Jeremiah, Daniel,
Zechariahet al)

Many of the Old Testament prophecies were not clear to the Jews in that they found it difficult to separate
thedirst comin@(isaiah 7:14; 9:6; 53 etand thedecond coming
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However, Peter summed up those realitiePeter 1:101:

©Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to you, searched intently
and with the greatest care, trying to find out the time and circumstances tcev@ydtit if Christ in
them was pointing when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories that wodld follow.

Before Christ (BC) 0 Israel

In that day,he Jews believed in a coming appearance of a Messiah who would rule over all the earth when
his kingdom was established in gldhys confusion caused them a@ois$the reality of over 300
predictions concernirdiipe first comingof Messiah, becauseythead their minds entrenched in the glory

that was predicted and thus, missed the suffering Mieagialtg

Anno Domini (AD)
330 Jesus

In the latter portion dfis ministry, Jesus tdii followers thate would be leaving them but would return
again to the eartbesus warndts followers that they should be prepared to welciomigackMatthew
24-25; compare Mark 1desus told thetme was going away but promised lleatvould come again one
day(@John 14:8

0Do not let your hearts be trdatl. Trust in God; trust also in me. In my Fétheuse are many
rooms; if it were not so, | would have told you. | am going there to prepare a place for you. And if
| go and prepare a place for you, | will come back and take you to be with me lf@may a

be where | am. You know the way to the place where | and going.

48498 James

James wrote to believers concerning patience and encouraged his readers to ¢omsidenctbef
Chrisfs return.

0Be patient, then, brothers, until the I&cdming. See how the farmer waits for the land to yield

its valuable crop and how patient he is for the autumn and spring rains. You too, be patient and
stand firm, because the L@&rdoming is heabond grumble against each other, brothers, or you

will be judged. The Judge is standing at thebdaearies:7-9)

51540 Corinthian Christians

Paul wrote to the Christians in Corinth to set them straight oraeegeswirtheir lack of understanding.
One of them concerned the resurrection from the dead.

In his response, he affirmed his belief in the second coming of Christ.

2For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made2Blizveach in his own turn: Christ, the
firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him. Then the end will come, when he hands
over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. For
he must reign until heak put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is
death. For héhas put everything under his feBiow when it says thaeverything has been

put under him, it is clear that this does not include God himself, who put everg#rni@hust.

When he has done this, then the Son himself will be made subject to him who put everything under
him, so that God may be all inGa(lL Corinthians 15:228)
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610 Luke
At his ascension, the two witnesses declaretbthatvould returnActs 1:911)

OAfter he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight.
They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in
white stood beside therdMen of Galile&) they said)Why do you stand here looking into the

sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way
you have seen him go into heaven.

Sohis &econd comirigvas notis resurrection appearané¢isen he wageturning to th@ight hand of
the majesty on higé waiting the day dfis ultimatereturn!

Nor washis &econd comirt@gn the day of Pentecdsthe Holy Spirit came wiiiredd the promise was
hewould return with clouds!

610620 Philippian Christians

The first church Paul established in Asia Minor was in Philippi. Paul was writing to these Christians from
gaol. In spite of the negative circumstances Paul wrote a warm, personal and pdgitivedetterhis

wordsto theJudaize)js Hewrote to thank the church for a gift it had sent to Paul in ptasorform

them of his circumstances and of the travel plans of Timothy and Epaphiaditugs d d e d é

OBut our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Saviour from there)éseid Qfakist,
who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control; will transform our lowly
bodies so that they will be like his glorious b¢ehilippians 3:201)

610 Colossian Christians

As far as we know, Paul never viditetbssae. The region included a mixture of people native to the

area, Greeks, Romans, and transplanted Jews. The church probably reflected the same diversity. Paul wrote
to them about false teachings and exhortations to proper ChristiarShioitly. &#er Paul wrote

Colossians, the entire Lycus Valley was devastated by an eanthboakAaD 61which probably ended
anyoccupation of the city.

He summarised much of his encouragement concerning Christian living with a reference to the second
comingof Christ.

oSince, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is
seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. For you
died and your life is now hidden with Christ in.®&fthen Christ, who is your life, appears, then

you also will appear with him in gl@(golossians 34)

62-640 Peter

It was during the time of Nero that great persecutions broke out among the believers. Persecuted Christians
in Asia werencouraged to hope in Godltimate deliverance, and hence remain steadfast during the time
of their persecutions.
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Peter encouraged them to look forward tdthming salvatidi® the return of Christ!

OPraise be to the God and Father of our LordsJeBtist! In his great mercy he has given us new
birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an
inheritance that can never perish, spoil ofifadpt in heaven for you, who through faith are
shielded by Gdsl ppwer until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last
timeo (1 Peter 1:3)

In a special encouragement to the leaders of the congregatiod he said

oTo the elders among you, | appeal as a fellow elder, a withess@®@$@fergigs and one who

also will share in the glory to be revealed: Be shepherds@ofl@ddthat is under your care,
serving as overse@reot because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be;
not greedy for money, but eager toesamot lording it over those entrusted to you, but being
examples to the flock. And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory
that will never fade awéyl Peter 5:4)

630 Timothy

Following Pad@ imprisonment in Rome, he terdhis letter. The letter was addressed to Timothy in
Ephesus. Paul had urged Timothy to remain in Ephesus and lead this important church as its pastor.

oFor | am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time has come for my departure.
I have fought the good fight, | have finished the race, | have kept the faith. Now there is in store
for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that
dayi and not only to me, but also to all who have longdiisfappearing (2 Timothy 4:€8)

64-660 Titus

Paul made journeys, unrecorded in Acts. One of these took him and Titus to Crete, where Titus remained
behind to oversee and administer the chiiicis 1:5. It was to Crete that Paul wrote his letter, asking
Titus to join him in Nicopolis on the west coast of Gr@géos 3:12

Following Pa@ subsequent reimprisonment, Titus was sent to Datntitieothy 4:10 According to
church tradition, Titus wadhe first bishop of Crete.

To Titus, Paul wroté

OFor the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. It teachesNis&tosay
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to liveoséiblled, upright and godly lives in this present

age, while we wait for the blessed fidpe glorious appearing of our great God and Saviour,
Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a
people that are his very own, eager to do what i @ond2:118 14)

640 680 Peter

Towards the end of his life, Peter was concerned with false teachers and the influence of heretics who came
in the church to lead the readers into total freedom from the law. This temptation to a-siyitelsife
affectedPeter that shortly after his first letter, he followed with this one.
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He solemnly warned these people not to take advantage of the longsuffering of God to their own ends.
His appeal was with a firm sense of conviction concerning the Second Comewewdé&avens and
eartldthat would follow.

Peter evidently expected the scoffers

First of all, you must understand that in the last stayféers will come, scoffing and following

their own evil desires. They will silyhere is thi&ominghe pronised? Ever since our fathers

died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of éatithrey deliberately forget that

long ago by Gasl word the heavens existed and the earth was formed out of water and by water.
By these waters also the @at that time was deluged and destro¥gdthe same word the

present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the Day of Judgment and destruction
of ungodly men2 Peter 3:3)

Why is he waiting? Let people not misunderstand. Goting fai men and women to repent of their
sin and turn to Christ to save them from their sin and give them eternal life!

That is His plan!

0But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: with the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand
yearsre like a day. The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient
with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to rep(z&eter. 3:9)

This was his anticipatién

oBut the day of the Lord Wwilome like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements
will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be |&dhbareverything will

be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ouglitdiy ind godly

lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring about the
destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. But in keeping with his
promise we are looking forward to a newdreand a new earth, the home of righteouéii@ss.

Peter 3:33

95960 John
In his closing words in the book of Revelation, John detlares

0 k¢ who testifies to these things sayss, | am coming so@nAmen. Come, Lord Jesus.
Revelation 22:20

1000 John

Towards the end of his lifeand after he had received the Revelation, he wrote to Christians everywhere
0 6And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he appears we may be confident and unashamed
before him at his comiidgl John 28

oHow great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God!
And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Dear
friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be hget heien made known. But we

know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. Everyone who has
this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is @urehn 3:B)
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It can be clearly seen that the Jewish prophets prediatgdand second coming of Messiah and this
belief was fulfilled in the person of Jesus Christ. It was part of their eschatology.

Jesus said He woudmbme agai@iolf you believe in God, believe also in me. In my Eathause are

many mansions;itfwere not so, | would have told you. | go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and
prepare a place for you, | will come again and receive you unto myself; that where | am, there you may be
alsod (John 14:B)

Even at the point of His ascensiontitesny was declarédoMen of Galile®,they saidpwhy do you

stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back
in the same way you have seen him go into hegoenl:1}1

And for the ensuing 70 years the writers of the New Testament declaseddtid comir@o be true.

The early believers took Chsistords literally as they had no encyclopaedias to read, lexicons to consult

or commentaries to critique. During tlecé&nturythe associated event, Ci&ighminent returifalso

known as thé&second comirigandoparousid) was taught by Christian leaders. It was described by the
Greek wordparousié(coming, arrival, presehce

Justin Martyr used the teésecond comirign the 2d century.

And in this context, one last declaration was written:
500 Christians at Thessalonica

Around 51 AD Paul was living in Corinth and wrote to the Christians who lived in Thessalonica, the capital
of MacedonigLess than 20 yeager his conversidn

1 Thessalonians would be the first or perhaps the second book he wrote, after he had written to the
Christians in Galatia. He said of tléem

oFor what is our hope, our joy, or the crown in which we will glory in the presamckartl
Jesus when he comes? Is it not you? Indeed, you are our glorg @ntlhjegsalonians 2:29

He continued

3 ESCHATOLOGY The teaching concerning the last things in world history. The Greasolmtireanlast

or dfinald Accordingly, eschatology is the study of the things expected to occur at the end of history. There are two
basic ways of approaching esalogy. The first, which has been most common over the centuries, focuses on

those final events or situations which have not yet occurred. These are, chieflyrdesiis millennium, the last
judgment, the final resurrection, and heaven and Wedlth@ last century, however, scholars have generally agreed
that the New Testament was written in an atmosphere pervaded by eschatology.

Early Christianity was rooted in the paradoxical conviction that the last théediehdfloccurred, even though

they wer@not yeb fully completedJesu@esurrection, for instance, was understood as the beginning of the final
resurrection of the de&tl Cor. 15:20

This conviction lay at the heart of the early cBujmphand hope. It shaped its understgnofidesus, salvation,

mission, and all else. Accordingly, when scholars speak of eschatology today, they are often referring not simply to
events which havimot yeb occurred, but chiefly to the way in which the last thingalezady present, and to

the attitudes and expectations which this arouses.

Since eschatology, throughout much of church history and in much common speech today, often means the study
of events still future, this article will first explore the traditional discussion of these thing

Second, however, it will consider eschatology as the breaking of the future into the present and the meaning of this
for Christian life.
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oNow may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus clear the way for us to come to you.
May the Lord make your love inceesasd overflow for each other and for everyone else, just as
ours does for you. May he strengthen your hearts so that you will be blameless and holy in the
presence of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with all his hol{l ones.
Thessalonians13:13)

In 1 Thessalonians 4;18 wrotepBrothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall
asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men, who have nb hope

Like most of the reasons the New Testament letters were Watteiscorrecting a misunderstanding
about the return of Christ.

Before we addup own Western viewpoint on this verse, allow me to take you back to Thessalonica when
it was written and describe the background to it.

Some speculate that the Christians in Thagsabelieved that only those believers who were alive at the
time of thesecond coming would have the possibility of sharing in the Kingdom of God @tr€tunint
They appeadto have held a number of rorthodox beliefs that St. Paul wanted toectr

1 Some felt that their Christian friends and relatives who had died siddeatbsuight not take
part in the Second Coming events.

9 Othersfelt that those who had recently died may have forfeited their salvation because of their
death.

1 Some majave believed that through their baptism, their fellow Christians should have become
immune to deat thus their friends and relatives who had died, might not have been truly
saved.

Paul refers to the deaddtisose who fall agldamming the evenff aleath as a similar experiedi¢alling
aslee@ then waking up!

He tied their hope for salvation and a future life in heaven to their belief in the resurrection of Christ. Paul
was anxious to assure the Thessalonians that once pe@plecditheyare guaranteed to be present
when Jesus comes.

He reminded them that all those who have placed their lives under the Lordship of Jesus will be resurrected,
just as Jesus Himself wBgcause of this, they need not grieve over the death of sdiffe®meshe

was savgahe way the world grieveBaul reminded them of théiope andhat, during the Rapture,

those who have died, will be the first to be resurrected.

1000 The Shepherdof Hermas

The writings calletiThe Shepherd of Herméasyhich were written around the first and second centuries
and at one time were considered Scripture, mentions a vision of a beast. The writings say,

0Go therefore and declare to the elect of the Lord His mighty works, and tell them that this beast
is a tye of the great tribulation, which is to come. If therefore ye prepare yourselves beforehand,
and repent (and turn) unto the Lord with your whole heart, ye shall be able to escape it, if your
heart be made pure and without blemish, and if for the rengagsgf your life ye serve the

Lord blamelessly. Cast your cares upon the Lord and He will set thend straight.
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200 (circa)Victorinus, Bishop of Petau

Victorinuswas dirm believer in the millennium awds also much influenced by Origegud 253)He
wasmartyredduring the Great Persecution of Diocletian inci@@4vrote,

OFor the wrath of God always strikes the obst
in the last time, when the church shall have gone out of thé midst.

306- 3730 Ephrem

Ephrem, a deacon and theologian of the fourth century 88eteto it that this sentence be not fulfilled
among you of the proplsatho declaregWoe to those who des to see the day of the Lard!

OWhy therefore do we not reject every cagartiily actions and prepare ourselves for the meeting

of the Lord Jesus Christ, so that he may change us from the confusion, which overwhelms all the
world All the saints and elect of God are gathered together before the tribulation, which is to
come, andre taken to the Lorlgst they see the confusion that is to overwhelm the world because

of our sin®(PseudeEphrem, AD 372)

14876 15553 Bishop Hugh Latimer

TheAnglicarBishopHugh Latimer(1487 & 1555was one of th@xford Martyatong with Bishoplicholas
Ridley and Thomas Cranmer, the Archbishop of Canterbheywere Protestantnd werdried for
heresy in 1538 theRoman Catholichurchand burnt at the stake for their religious beliefs and teachings

He is recordeds saying

operadventure it may come in my days, old as | am, orin my @hildekmy s ¢é t he sain
taken up to meet Christ in the air and so shall come down with Hid(@baites Ryrie, the Basis
of our Premillennial Faith, (New York LoizeBtothers, 1953)

Latimefs last words to Ridlexclaimed to his friend as they burned at the stake,

oPlay the man, MastRidley; we shall this day light such a candle, &y gdade, in England as,
| trust, shall never be put a@uih the allusion made in the book Farenheight 451)
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ONE GIANT LEAP FOR MANKIND?

On the 2@ July1969, the world caught its breath as what was once counted only as science fiction became
areality. Commander Neil Armstrong of the Apollo 11 Mission, said words which were heard around the
world, translated into scores of different langudides oe small step for-roae giant leap for mamkind!

Men and women were glued to their T.\8.asethey watched Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin hop around
on the surface of the moon, gathering rocks and samples of dust. In hours, the once und@sturbed mo
had the tracks of man on its surface. @hgle had landéd!

dranquiity Baséwas now history as tB@aglence again took wings and blasted off the surface of the
moond back into the orbit which would allow it to join the Space Module. After some days in space on
the return journey, amid the jubilation and cheers of thousands of technicians and space experts, the module
neared rentry.

The world waited with an esqiation unparalleled in nBahistory, as three men in their space module
came bursting through the skies, descending on large coloured parachutes into the waltfimgnoitean.
was all over, when the last ticker tapes had fluitet@the streets; vem the last medal had been awarded,;
the last tribute paid, and the three men settled back into their-sguelfethe world relaxed.

Apollo 12 didd raise as much newsafter all we had done it before! And so the moon expeditions
lessened in news headlines because man had been on his ul@natéeripoon and back!

The only thing to shatter the normality of space life was when one of theaspaent off corse

(Apollo 13 and the end result could have been the loss of threé theeastronauts skipped back out

into space because of the wrongmntey angle of their space module. So, we also have settled back into
the normality of space life.
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