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IT WASN’T MY FAULT –  

I WAS ONLY DOING MY JOB! 

It might surprise you to know whose fault it really was! 

Dr. Denis V Smith 
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“IT WASN’T MY FAULT – I WAS ONLY DOING MY JOB!” 

Denis V Smith 

 
  

t was late morning and the stranger looked tired.  He had made the 
long journey along the twisting Roman road from Jericho in the Jordan 

valley.  

 
As he approached Jerusalem, he was astonished to see how quickly the sun 

seemed to be disappearing.  This was unusual for Jerusalem.  Apart from 
that, it was now midday and it never got dark at this time.  He pulled his 

outer coat around his body as if to protect himself from some unseen 
enemy. 

 
Three hours of darkness at this time of day [Luke 23:44] – he had never 

heard of it before!   
 

Now he was nearing the great temple of Herod the Great, the son of the 
Idumaean Antipater.   

 

I 
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It overshadowed all other buildings surrounding it. Normally, its golden 

crown reflected the rays of the sun as it shone like a beacon – but not now! 
 

The stranger knew the temple had not been built to the glory of God.  It 
was just another of King Herod’s extravagant ploys to keep the Jews on 

side.  Herod the Great had been appointed procurator of Judea by Julius 
Caesar himself in 47 BC. After Caesar’s assassination, Herod had enjoyed 

the favour of Mark Antony, although Cleopatra later troubled him.  
However, the new Roman ruler Octavian confirmed him as King of the Jews.  

 

He had hoped this lavish expenditure on the Temple would endear him to 
the Jews, but his Edomite descent was never forgotten by the Jews.  And, 

he was also a murderer and an idolater.   
 

The work of the Temple had appealed to his pride.  But, it was only one of 
scores of building projects that the Edomite Herod had completed during his 

reign.  
 

He was well known for his magnificent palace at Masada which overlooked 
the Dead Sea.  
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Rumour had it that he had almost become insane when around 4.BC three 

Magi from the East had appeared on his doorstep looking for the King of the 

Jews that had been born. The story of his order to kill children in Bethlehem 
was still spoken of in the market place. “Thank God he is dead!” the 

stranger mumbled to himself. 
 

But, Herod the Great had kept the Romans happy, and this was their 
country. They dominated it with an iron fist.  Now Herod’s son, Antipas 

ruled Judea and Samaria. 
 

The stranger went into the Temple.  The place was strangely empty – as if 
the usual crowds had found somewhere else to go. There was an eerie 

silence – the occasional sounds of the sacrificial animals in their pens could 
be heard – a lowered voice here and there – where were the people?  Why 

was it so dark?   
 

There were a few clouds in the sky.   The strange darkness caused him to 

shiver in fear. 
 

Suddenly the earth shook beneath his feet.  Tables and chairs fell over.  
 

He clung to one of the pillars, as the ground trembled with the after-shocks 
of the earthquake.   
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He could see large sandstone boulders cracking from the hillside and rolling 

toward the Valley of Hinnom.    

 
Then, the earth stood still.  The silence was overpowering – not a bird sang 

– nothing – eerie quietness.   The darkness surrounded him again. 
 

The lamps in the Temple courts were alight now – but no light seemed to 
be able to penetrate this darkness.  As he approached the temple steps in 

this flickering light, he heard a muffled scream.  
 

A priest came running out of the holy place screaming, “The veil in the 
temple has been torn – from top to bottom!”   His urgent footsteps faded 

into the distance. [Matthew 27:51]   

 
The stranger approached the Holy Place.  A crowd had gathered.  They 

were discussing this incredible event.   “What does it mean?”  questioned 
one of the priests.  “I wonder if it has anything to do with what’s happening 

at Golgotha?” came the reply. 
 

“Golgotha?” thought the stranger, “I wonder what’s happening out there?” 
 

He had no time to consider this at the moment.  Two men came running 
toward the temple from the cemetery near the Mount of Olives.  
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They seemed deranged as they shouted something about graves opening 

and people walking around the cemetery.    
 

Corpses walking around the cemetery?  “Ridiculous!” the stranger thought 
to himself, “Dead people don’t walk around cemeteries!” [Matthew 27:52-53] 

 
The stranger spoke to one of the priests who was leaning against the wall 

as if in a state of shock.  He stared aimlessly into the distance. “What is 
going on in this city?”  “Has everyone gone crazy?” enquired the stranger. 

 
“Where have you been?” panted the priest as if he wanted to get as far 

away from Jerusalem as quickly as possible.  “They’ve finally crucified that 
Galilean troublemaker at the place of the skull!” 

 

”Golgotha!” It was not far from the Temple.  The stranger made his way 
down the hill from the temple towards the rocky outcrop he knew so well.  

 

It was on a well-travelled road. [Matthew 27:39; Mark 15:21]  That was where 
the Romans crucified their victims.   

 
 



Only doing my Job!                                                                 Denis V Smith 

 

©Solutions by Design 2021                                                               Page 9 of 32 

 

 
Passing though the outer Damascus gate in the city wall [Hebrews 13:12] he 

joined a group of people travelling towards his destination.  Some people 
were coming back to the city.    

 

They were talking to each other, some were waving their hands – a few 
priests seemed delighted – as if they had just received an inheritance and 

come into an unknown fortune.  

 
A Pharisee walked by – the large phylactery slipping from his forehead.  He 

looked as if he had been engaged in a shouting match with a Sadducee – 
perhaps he had been fighting? [Luke 23:48] 

 
Women with tear-stained cheeks, children still crying – “What has been 

going on in Jerusalem on this special Sabbath?” 
 

He rounded a bend in the road – the stranger looked toward the place of 
the skull – amazed – there were three crosses [John 19:18] – “three 

criminals,” he thought to himself. “Don’t these Romans ever give up – it’s 
almost Sabbath!”  
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He watched intently as the Roman soldiers walked over to the first victim 

[John 19:31-35] and smashed his knees with the mallet – death would soon 
follow.  

 
The victim would no longer be able to support his body to allow himself to 

breathe – he would die of asphyxiation – it was cruel – but it hastened the 
process.  “Perhaps it was more humane than letting him die slowly,” the 

stranger thought.  He had seen this all before.  He was no stranger to 
Rome’s cruelty. 

 
The Roman soldier repeated it a second time – the victim on the other side 

of the central cross groaned in agony as the stranger moved closer.  The 
dull sound of the wooden mallet striking bone and sinew was sickening.  

But there was a look on this man’s face that was serene – as if he had 

made some great discovery – as if he had found the answer to what he was 
seeking.  “This is strange.  What’s been happening here?” 

 
He looked at the tops of the outside crosses.  Their death sentence read 

clearly – “Thief and a Robber.” These two were probably captured from 
some band of Jewish brigands pestering Rome – just unlucky to be caught. 

 
He thought he heard someone call a name - “Barabbas – that means son of 

the father,” he thought to himself.  He knew that name by reputation. 
[Matthew 27:16-21] He had heard that Barabbas had been captured some 

months ago – a notorious criminal that Rome had been after for years. He 
saw a man in the distance, standing by himself.  He had heard that he had 

been sentenced to death – but now the soldier was near the central cross – 
but he was leaving. 

 

The stranger moved closer, just as the Centurion was thrusting a spear into 
the rib cage of the man on the central cross. It brought a sudden flow of 

blood and water from his side.  This man had died an agonising death.  The 
centurion gazed at the man.   

 
He thought he heard him say something, “truly this man was…”  He couldn’t 

hear the rest. [Luke 23:47] 

 

Over his head – and, oh, the bruising and bleeding – the blood had 
congealed.  This man had been beaten and a cruel crown of thorns had 

been jammed down with the spikes piercing his brow.  Shameful 
nakedness!   

 
You could see the spittle and congealed blood on his cheeks – his beard had 

been pulled – broken skin and bruised cheeks. [Matthew 27:27-31] “What had 

the man done to deserve this?” 
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Rough metal spikes had been hammered through his hands and feet – he is 
stretched out between heaven and earth as if heaven doesn’t want him and 

earth is glad to get rid of him. 
 

And his back – it appears as if He has been flogged with the cat-of-nine-
tails – the favourite weapon of the cruel Romans. [Matthew 27:26] 

   
The lash drew flesh and muscle from the body with the ivory and bronze 

hooks woven into the strands of the whip as they flogged the victim.  Many 
victims died with the scourging. 

 
As the stranger approached the stunned and silent centurion, he asked, 

“What has been going on? Who is responsible for this?”    
 

The centurion recognised a voice of authority behind the question so he 

answered.   
 

He himself was a man under orders.   
 

“Don’t blame me sir, I was only doing my job!” The stranger looked on 
the ground.  It was evident that the solders had been gambling for the 

victim’s garments. [John 19:23-24]  One of them held a seamless robe as if he 
had won it through hard work and not just the roll of a dice.  He was not 

going to let it go.  
 

“But between you and me sir, I think He was the Son of God!” [Matthew 

27:54] 

 
A group of people stood near the cross – most were crying.  It was a 

strange group – rich and poor – Galileans from the north – they looked like 
fishermen.   

 
One of them had his arm around a woman of about fifty years of age.  She 

looked as if a Roman sword had pierced her soul – she was sobbing – her 
body shook - the arms of a young man in his early twenties held her.  “He 

must be her son,” the stranger thought to himself. [John 19:25-27] 

 

“Who is responsible for this” the stranger asked again.  The Centurion and 

his soldiers pointed towards the top of the cross.  “You’d need to go higher 
up than us for that answer,” he said abruptly.     

 
The stranger allowed his gaze to follow the direction of the Centurion’s 

finger.   
 

He read the words – he could speak Greek, Latin and Aramaic – the three 
sentences all said the same thing, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the 

Jews.” [John 19:19-20] 
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It was as if the sign had been written for the world of commerce – Latin; 
the world of the common man – Aramaic; the world of the educated – 

Greek!  It was unmistakable - whoever wrote this sign, meant the whole 
world to know that this man was Jesus of Nazareth. 

 
The stranger turned away as the bodies were taken down from the cross.  

There appeared to be two very rich men in the crowd supervising the silent, 

rustic fishermen and the weeping women.   
 

He heard someone call their names – “Joseph – Nicodemus.”  They had 
embalming spices – an unusually large amount – this man must have been 

important. [John 19:38-39] 

 

His own words echoed in his ears – “Who had been responsible for this 
death?  Who was to blame?” 

 
The stranger decided to find out for himself.  He would look at the evidence 

and decide once and for all who was responsible for the crime of the 
century.   No one deserved to die like this.   Why crucify a king?  “Was He 

the king of the Jews?”   
 

The stranger committed himself to find the answer.  He would start at the 

beginning.   
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Who was there?   

 
With searching enquiries he would ask the questions, get some answers, 

sift the evidence and come up with a logical conclusion – someone had to 
be responsible for the death of this Man! 

 
He couldn’t blame the Centurion and his soldiers – they were only carrying 

out orders.  Orders from whom?  He would start at this Man on the centre 
cross. 

 
Jesus was there! 

 
Of course Jesus was there – He was the centre of attention.  He had to be 

the centre of attention, because 5000 years of history and prophecy were 

focused on this one great event in time.  He was born in the fullness of 
time, and He would die when God the Father ordained it. Jesus knew He 

was going to be crucified.     
 

He had said to his disciples, “As you know, the Passover is two days away – 
and the Son of Man will be handed over to be crucified.” 

 
The Jews of Jesus’ day saw to it that He was the centre of attention.  He 

had been preaching in their nation for three years and disturbing the status 
quo of their religion – and that was something you didn’t do – unless you 

wanted trouble! 
 

The chief priests and the elders of the people had already assembled in the 
palace of the high priest.  His name was Caiaphas.  They had plotted to 

arrest Jesus in some sly way and kill him.  “But not during the Feast,” they 

said, “or there may be a riot among the people.” [Matthew 26:1-5] 

 

Judas Iscariot was there! 
 

One of the twelve disciples, he was always on the outer it seemed.  He 
came from Kerioth, which was in the south of the nation. [Hellenised form of 

Iscariot – means “man of Kerioth”] He was the only one of them who was not a 
Galilean.  

 
The records portray him as chosen by the Lord to be one of the Twelve and 

given the responsibility over the finances.  This is indeed unusual because 
he seems to be a man given over to greed.  He had gone to the chief 

priests and asked, “What are you willing to give me if I hand him over to 
you?” 
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So they counted out for him thirty silver coins. From then on Judas watched 
for an opportunity to hand him over. [Matthew 26:14-16] Judas was there!  

  

Perhaps he was to blame?   Sure, let’s put the blame on him.  Let’s find him 
and tell him he’s responsible.    

 
But you won’t find it easy for him to accept the blame – his body is hanging 

from a rope – he has committed suicide! 
 

The Disciples were there! 

 
Why didn’t they fight for Him?   They had been with Him for three years 

and seen the demonstration of His power.  Why didn’t they stop Him?  Why 
didn’t they fight for Him?   

 
The record shows they couldn’t even stay awake and pray with him for an 

hour in Gethsemane as He explained to them, “My soul is overwhelmed 
with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me.” 

 
Going a little farther, He fell with his face to the ground and prayed, “My 

Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but 
as you will.”    

 
Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping.  

 

“Could you men not keep watch with me for one hour?” he had asked Peter.   
 

“Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is 
willing, but the body is weak.”   
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He went away a second time and prayed, “My Father, if it is not possible for 
this cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may your will be done.” 

 
When he came back, he again found them sleeping, because their eyes 

were heavy.  So he left them and went away once more and prayed the 
third time, saying the same thing.  Then he returned to the disciples and 

said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? Look, the hour is near, and 
the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners.” [Matthew 26:36-46] 

 
The disciples had no testimonial of faithfulness – their main man had denied 

Him three times – even with a fisherman’s curse!  The rest had fled in the 
face of opposition.   Blame them!  But they will be hard to find on this day – 

a few will be with the women – the rest will be hiding for fear of the Jews. 
 

Caiaphas the High Priest was there! 

 
Let’s blame him.  After all, he was the one who had advised the Jews that it 

would be good if one man died for the people. He was responsible for the 
religious people in Israel. But he won’t accept the blame, because he had 

received Jesus from Annas, his father-in-law anyway! [John 18:13-14] 

 

And besides that, he handed Jesus over to the Romans because he had no 
authority to kill anyone. [John 18:24, 28]  Caiaphas is not going to accept the 

blame – he couldn’t pass the death sentence! 
 

Herod Antipater was there! 
 

When Pontius Pilate learned that Jesus was under Herod’s jurisdiction, he 
sent Him to Herod, who was also in Jerusalem at that time.   When Herod 

saw Jesus, he was greatly pleased, because for a long time he had wanted 

to see him.  
 

From what he had heard about him, he hoped to see him perform some 
miracle.  But, Herod and his soldiers ridiculed and mocked him. Dressing 

him in an elegant robe, they sent him back to Pilate.  That day Herod and 
Pilate became friends – before this they had been enemies. [Luke 23:7-8; 11-

12]  
 

But Herod is not going to accept responsibility – he had handed Jesus back 
to Pilate as quickly as possible.  His curiosity is satisfied.  But he is not 

going to accept the blame! 
 

Pontius Pilate and his wife were there! 
 

Let’s blame them!  After all, they represented Rome!  But Pontius Pilate will 
not accept the ultimate authority.  His testimony is recorded. [Matthew 27:2-

24] He will attempt to have Jesus released.   
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His wife has passed on the message, “Don’t have anything to do with that 
innocent man, for I have suffered a great deal today in a dream because of 

him.” Pilate thought about that. 
 

When the crowd gathered, Pilate had asked them, “Which one do you want 
me to release to you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?” “What shall 

I do, then, with Jesus who is called Christ?” Pilate asked. They all answered, 
“Crucify him!”  “Why? What crime has he committed?” asked Pilate. But 

they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!” 
 

 
 
When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, and an out of control uproar 

was starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd. “I 
am innocent of this man’s blood,” he said. “It is your responsibility!” 

 

The Jews must be blamed! 
 

After all, they had cried, “His blood be upon us!”  At last, we have the guilty 
people.  Not really.  You cannot blame the mob.   This same group had 

been praising Jesus Christ only the day before.   
 

It was the leaders who were fuelling the fire.  They were the ones who 
wanted Jesus dead!  They had produced a series of false witnesses to trap 

Him. The record is there! [Matthew 27:59-68]  
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The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for incriminating 

evidence against Jesus so that they could put him to death.   
 

But they did not find any, though many false witnesses came forward.  
 

Finally, two had come forward and declared, “This fellow said, ‘I am able to 
destroy the temple of God and rebuild it in three days.’” 

 
Then the high priest had stood up and said to Jesus, “Are you not going to 

answer? What is this testimony that these men are bringing against you?” 

 

But Jesus remained silent. The high priest said to him, “I charge you under 
oath by the living God: Tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God.” 

 
“Yes, it is as you say,” Jesus replied. “But I say to all of you: In the future 

you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and 
coming on the clouds of heaven.” 

 
Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has spoken blasphemy! 

Why do we need any more witnesses? Look, now you have heard the 
blasphemy. What do you think?” 
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“He is worthy of death,” they answered.  

 
Then they spat in his face and struck him with their fists.  

 
Others slapped him and said, “Prophesy to us, Christ. Who hit you?” 

 
The Two Thieves were there! 

 
You cannot blame them.   

 
They, after all were not followers of Jesus – they were part of Barabbas’ 

crowd. [Matthew 27:38]   
 

And word was out that one of them actually repented of his sins and 

accepted Jesus Christ as his king and Messiah.   
 

He had heard the words, “Today you will be with me in paradise!” 
 

The Jewish leaders were there! 
 

Those who passed by had hurled insults at him [ibid v39.44], shaking their 
heads and saying, “You who are going to destroy the temple and build it in 

three days, save yourself! Come down from the cross, if you are the Son of 
God!”   

 
In the same way the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders 

had mocked him. 
 

“He saved others,” they said, “but he can’t save himself! He’s the King of 

Israel! Let him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him.  
He trusts in God. Let God rescue him now if he wants him, for he said, `I 

am the Son of God.’”    
 

In the same way the robbers who were crucified with him also heaped 
insults on him. 
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The stranger had now gone the full circle: 

 
 The disciples?  Judas Iscariot?  Annas? 

 Caiaphas?   Herod?   Pontius Pilate? 
 The Sanhedrin?  The Mob?   The Thieves? 

 The Centurion?  The Soldiers? 
 

It was confusing.  The stranger had come back to where he started.  He has 
no answers.   

 
He had heard that about the ninth hour Jesus had cried out in a loud voice, 

“Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?” – which means, “My God, my God, why have 
you forsaken me?” [Matthew 27:46] 

What did that mean? 
 

As he stood there – back on the grassy slopes of Golgotha, he heard a voice 

within himself.   
 

It seemed like his own voice – but it was as if someone greater than himself 
was making the words echo in his brain.  

 
Words he had memorised as a child before he entered Jewish adulthood.   

He knew they were written by the prophet Isaiah.  
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But he had never understood them before.  Now they had meaning. 

 

1 Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the Lord 
been revealed? 

2 He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry 

ground. He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in 
his appearance that we should desire him. 

3  He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar 
with suffering. Like one from whom men hide their faces he was 

despised, and we esteemed him not. 
4 Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we 

considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. 
5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our 

iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and 
by his wounds we are healed. 

6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own 
way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

7 He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he 
was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her 

shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. 

8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away. And who can speak 
of his descendants? For he was cut off from the land of the living; for 

the transgression of my people he was stricken. 
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9 He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his 
death, though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his 

mouth. 
10 Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and 

though the Lord makes his life a guilt offering, he will see his 
offspring and prolong his days, and the will of the Lord will prosper in 

his hand. 
11 After the suffering of his soul, he will see the light of life and be 

satisfied; by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, 
and he will bear their iniquities. 

12 Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, and he will divide 
the spoils with the strong, because he poured out his life unto death, 

and was numbered with the transgressors. For he bore the sin of 
many, and made intercession for the transgressors. [Isaiah 53:1-12] 

                                                    

Now he knew who was responsible for the death of Jesus Christ.    
 

He was responsible.  His sin and transgressions had been born by the 
sacrifice of Jesus Christ.   

 
That’s why He had said, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?” – which 

means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 
 

He who did not know sin became sin! 
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As the stranger turned away from Golgotha, tears were streaming down his 
face – he was responsible – and old man came to his side and said, “I can 

see by your tears you are moved by what you have seen today.” 
 

“My name is Nicodemus, he said, “Let me tell you what He told me one 
night, almost three years ago.  I didn’t understand it then, but I think I do 

now. 
 

I came to Jesus one night and said, ‘Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who 
has come from God. For no one could perform the miraculous signs you are 

doing if God were not with him.’ [John 3] 
 

There was no one with us – it was a moment I will never forget as long as I 

live. 
 

In reply Jesus declared to me, “I tell you the truth, no one can see the 
kingdom of God unless he is born again.” 

 
“How can a man be born when he is old?” I asked. “Surely he cannot enter 

a second time into his mother’s womb to be born!” 
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He answered, “I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God 

unless he is born of water and the Spirit.  Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the 
Spirit gives birth to spirit.  You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘you 

must be born again.’ The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its 
sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is 

with everyone born of the Spirit.” 
 

“How can this be?” I asked. 
 

“You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these 
things?  I tell you the truth, we speak of what we know, and we testify to 

what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony.  I 
have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will 

you believe if I speak of heavenly things? No one has ever gone into 

heaven except the one who came from heaven – the Son of Man.” 
 

Jesus replied, “Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of 
Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes in him may have eternal 

life.” [John 3:3-15] 
 

Nicodemus continued speaking with the stranger.  
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“Did you know, just before He died, it seemed as if all the angels of heaven 

were standing ready to attack?  As if there were ten thousand angels – 
awaiting one word of command to come and release him from the 

suffering.” 
 

“But now I recall what He said to me on the night I came to Him.  It makes 
more sense now than it did then…” 

 
16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 

whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 
17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, 

but to save the world through him. 
18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not 

believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the 

name of God’s one and only Son. 
 

At last the stranger understood. “God was always in control on this day and 
Jesus Christ died in my place.” 

 
 Oh, I wonder, who was that stranger?  

 
It was you! 

 
It was me! 

 
Although removed from the historical event some 2000 years, in reality, we 

were there. 
 

The Centurion was only doing His job – but God was also doing His –

through the death of His Son – reconciling the world to Himself! 
 

The Centurion was only following orders – what are we following? 
 

God gave His Son – so that we might live forever! 
 

Let’s follow Him! 
 

The road leads beyond Golgotha to an empty tomb! 
 

From time into eternity! 
 

Don’t miss the road. 
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And in case you do not know what to do next, here it is in a nutshell. 
 

When Jesus Christ died on Calvary, He died for all mankind in general and 
you in particular.   

 
He was sinless – yet He became sin for us and took the punishment we 

deserved for our sin.  
 

This is why God’s Word says in John 3:16 – ‘For God so loved the world that 
he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish 

but have eternal life.’ 
 

We must trust Jesus Christ alone for our salvation.  We cannot receive 
God’s forgiveness any other way. ‘For it is by grace you have been saved, 

through faith— and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by 

works, so that no one can boast.’ Ephesians 2:8-9. 
 

That’s why it’s called – Amazing Grace! 
 

Here’s how you can receive Christ.  Why not use the words here and make 
them the words you would use in a prayer to God? 

 
It is the greatest prayer you will ever pray. 

 
A Conversation with God 

 
“Father, I come to you in this prayer.  I admit that I have fallen short of 

your requirements and my sins have separated me from you.  
 

I am truly sorry, and now I want to turn away from my past sinful life 

toward you. Please forgive me, and help me avoid sinning again.  
 

I believe that your Son, Jesus Christ died for my sins, was resurrected from 
the dead, is alive and hears my prayer. 

 
I invite Jesus to become the Lord of my life, to rule and reign in my heart 

from this day forward. I trust Him alone for the free gift of eternal life. 
 

Please send your Holy Spirit to help me obey You, and to do Your will, 
according to your Word, for the rest of my life.  

In Jesus’ name I pray, Amen.” 
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Where to from here? 

 
Then Jesus told them this parable: “Suppose one of you has a hundred 

sheep and loses one of them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open 
country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it?  And when he finds it, 

he joyfully puts it on his shoulders and goes home. Then he calls his friends 
and neighbours together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost 

sheep.’ I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in 
heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous 

persons who do not need to repent. [Luke 15:3-7] 
 

That’s what happened today when you were found by God through Jesus 
Christ – the Good Shepherd.    

 
When Jesus was to leave His disciples, He said,   

 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me.  
My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told 

you that I am going there to prepare a place for you?  And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that 

you also may be where I am. You know the way to the place where I am 
going.”   Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so 

how can we know the way?”  Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth 
and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” 

 
Where to from here?  

 
Here’s what the early church Christians praticed.   
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They: 

 
 Thanked God for the free gift of eternal life                                     

John 3:16-15; 1 John 5:11-12 

 Told others about what they had done                                                   
John 4:5-29; Acts 2:46-47 

 Learned about God’s Word and became part of the Church                          
Acts 2:47; Acts 5:14 

 Were baptised in water, testifying of their faith                           
Matthew 28:18-20 Acts 2:38-42 

 Continued faithfully to follow Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour                       
Matthew 5-7 

 

May I encourage you to share your decision with the leader/s of a Bible-
based church congregation?  I’m sure they will have something for you as 

well. Always make sure you have a good church you can call ’home!’   
 

I pray that God will continue to bless you and what has started in your life 
today will become a great foundation in your life.  Remember, live life to 

the fullest—but always in the light of eternity!    
 

Sincerely in Christ 

 
 

Denis  
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