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n 1914, during World War One, W.J. Enticknap Snr, a fervent 
Methodist from Macknade, near Ingham, North Queensland, visited 

Melbourne with a delegation of sugar farmers.  
 

Enticknap Snr. had been a gold-miner on the Croydon goldfields in far 
North Queensland where he was the manager of the Golden Gate mine, 

and wore two six-shooters in his belt.  

 
The mine was six kilometres north-west of Croydon on the road to 

Normanton. It was one of several mining centres around Croydon, 
where mining began in 1886.  

 
Over 30,000 people worked there at the time but the gold was almost 

finished and Enticknap sensed that.  
 

He had two children by his first wife [Nell and Will] and Charles who 
was born in 1905. [C.G. Enticknap Memoirs c. 1984]  

 

I 
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Typical of Australian ‘culture,’ at that time, Golden Gate’s population 
was over 500 and there were ten hotels! 

 

After Charles’ birth, the parents, who were converted to Christ at the 
Methodist Church in Croydon, moved to a sugar cane farm near 

Ingham.   
 

They commenced a Sunday School with 200 children out under the 
mango trees and another 200 in the church. 

 
Enticknap Snr. had developed a miners’ affliction, silicosis of the lungs 

through being down the mine working and this had grown steadily 
worse.  He became thin and emaciated and could hardly walk. The 

children would be sent away to neighbours during the week so that he 

would not be disturbed by them. The doctor gave him only three 
months to live – but the Lord had other plans.  

 
One day he was sitting on the veranda in his big squatter’s chair 

reading his Bible and he came across James 5:14-15. His position was 
desperate. Large sores had broken out over the chest and he was 

evidently not long for this world. 

Shareholders in the Golden Gate mine 
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He became quite excited and discussed his discovery with his family. 
He said, “We have no elders in our church but you [grandfather] do 

look like one, will you anoint me with oil in the name of the Lord and 
pray for me?”  

 
His grandfather wore a flowing beard and did look like an elder, though 

he thought for a while before he agreed to Enticknap’s request. He did 
not want to be trapped into an undertaking he could not fulfil.  

 
The family gathered around him the front room with the large motto 

on the wall, “GOD BLESS OUR HOME” witnessing the event.   
 

“Grandfather put some olive oil from an egg cup on father’s forehead 

and solemnly prayed for his restoration to health. It was a moving 
scene and I can still see myself on father’s right side a little to the rear 

with my left hand on father’s shoulder weeping. We knew that he could 
not live unless the Lord answered prayer and raised him up. But God 

did hear and answer prayer. Father was restored to health. He was a 
big man. He lived for many years and did not pass on until 1938 at the 

ripe age of 75. To God be the glory!” [C.G. Enticknap Memoirs c. 1984] 
 

When Enticknap Snr. later met his sisters in Melbourne, he found that 
they had received the fullness of the Holy Spirit.  At their invitation, he 

attended meetings, where he witnessed Pentecostal worship first-
hand.    

 
Early in 1924, W.J. Enticknap, had been contacted by Annie Dennis 

was pioneering a non-denominational Gospel Mission in Mackay – 

Spirit-filled people! 
 

“She not only loved her Lord, but used every opportunity of seeking to 
win others to Him. She would go out shopping, with a bag filled with 

tracts and pamphlets exalting the Lord. Into every letter box on her 
way to the shops would go a suitable tract from her pile. Every person 

she passed, she would endeavour to win for Him.  
 

She wore a band around her hat with the inscription “PREPARE TO 
MEET THY GOD.” She prayed for hours each day, especially those she 

had spoken to. She wore dark clothes to save money on washing and 
ironing so she could use her finances to win others.” [C.G. Enticknap 

Memoirs c. 1984] 
 

She had received the baptism of the Holy Spirit under the ministry of 
Florrie Mortomore.   Enticknap travelled south to the Good News Hall 

to witness the Pentecostal phenomenon for himself.    
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Later, Florrie was in prayer after receiving a bundle of Good News 
magazines from Good News Hall when the name ‘Enticknap’ came to 

her. She had previously met Enticknap at Chapman-Alexander 
revival meetings in Mackay.   

 
Charles M Alexander [1867–1920] 

from U.S.A. was a popular gospel 
singer who worked the evangelistic 

circuit for many years. Over the course 
of his ministry, he toured with R. A. 

Torrey and John W Chapman.   
 

Alexander’s early Christian influence 

came from his mother, who was in the 
habit of reading Dwight L. Moody 

sermons to the family every night 
around the fireplace.  

 
In 1907, Alexander joined forces with 

evangelist John Wilbur Chapman to 
launch the “Chapman-Alexander 

Simultaneous Campaign.”  The duo 
assembled an impressive team of 

evangelists and song leaders and took 
to the streets. In 1908 saw around 

8000 conversions to Christ.  
 

The first Chapman-Alexander worldwide 

campaign left Vancouver, British 
Columbia, on March 26, 1909 and 

returned November 26. Stops along the 
way included: Melbourne, Sydney, 

Ipswich, Brisbane, Mackay, Adelaide, 
Ballarat, Bendigo, and Townsville in 

Australia; Manila in the Philippines; Hong 
Kong, Kowloon, Canton, Shanghai, 

Hankow, Peking and Tientsin in China; 
Seoul, Korea; Kobe, Kyoto, Tokyo, and 

Yokohama in Japan.” [Papers of John Wilbur 

Chapman, Billy Graham Collection]  

 

By the end of 1910, Chapman’s “mass 
evangelism” technique was losing favour 

in evangelistic circles, and they were 

back to large meeting ‘revivals’ by 1912.  

Charles M Alexander 

[1867-1920] 

John Wilbur Chapman 

[1859 – 1918] 
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The final Chapman-Alexander revival tour was conducted January 6 to 
February 13, 1918. After the conclusion of that crusade, Alexander 

retired to England, where he lived out the remaining two years of his 
life. He died in 1920 in Birmingham, England 

 
Annie Dennis did send a copy of the ‘Good News’ Pentecostal 

magazine to ‘Mr Enticknap, Ingham District,’ which had a picture on 
the cover, of the Lord coming in the clouds.  

 
At the bottom the words, “An Australian periodical showing that the 

Lord Jesus is the same yesterday, today and forever, saving souls, 
healing the sick, baptising with the Holy Spirit and preparing a people 

for His speedy return” took his attention. 

 
C. L. Greenwood wrote of Annie Dennis. “Our 

sister was adopted into the family of God at the 
age of nineteen at Hawthorn, Victoria, after 

having drank of the world’s pleasure-cup and 
finding its contents unsatisfactory. With her 

adoption, there came a burning desire to talk 
about her Lord, and for a time she laboured in the 

country and then stepped out in faith in mission 
and rescue work in the city. 

 
In 1907, she obeyed the call to go to Queensland 

and, because she obeyed, she found the Lord 
more than faithful to His promise that He would 

supply all her needs.  

 
In Mackay, North Queensland, she received the desire of her heart; 

namely, the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. Now she was fully equipped to 
wage a ceaseless warfare against sin and the forces of hell in the 

outback places of North Queensland. Her time and energy is completely 
absorbed in service for her Lord, both in evangelical and home-mission 

work. Portion of the outcome of that service can be seen in the halls 
and homes which have been built for the glory of God and for the 

salvation of souls. [Richmond Temple Souvenir 1939] 

 

It was for these truths the Enticknap family thirsted, and their father 
wrote, inviting Annie Dennis to visit them.   

 
She accepted the invitation and in January 1924, Annie Dennis visited 

the Enticknap family on their sugar-cane farm, where one of the 

brothers, 28-year old William J. Enticknap, came home around midday, 
complaining that he was feeling unwell. He had been sickly ever since 

his mother died soon after his birth.   

C L Greenwood 
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“I was kneeling at the table, when all of a sudden the power of the Lord 
hit me.  It seemed to turn over and over, over and over, right up to 

my body and out of my head.” [Personal interview with Pastor Stan Hunt] 

 

He was miraculously healed and then received the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit. He testified that he asked God why he had been healed and the 

answer came in a vision. He saw little groups of people all around him 
and he knew that God had called him to be a shepherd to small 

churches. 
 

This came to pass as he was indeed, concerned with people. Barry 
Chant wrote, “I have evaluated a rare collection of 177 sermon notes 

written by William Enticknap, a pioneer Pentecostal preacher. These 

offer a different perspective again, as they reflect what a local pastor 
found it needful to teach in a congregation of believers, rather than the 

more general issues a denominational paper might address.” [Preaching 

in the Spirit © Dr Barry Chant 1999] 

 

The younger brother Charles had an incredible hunger for God. ‘I 
wanted God.  I didn’t want a blessing. I didn’t want the baptism [in the 

Holy Spirit] I wanted God!’ 

 
Will came over to him and placed his hands on his brother’s head. ‘It 

was as if a bolt of glory from heaven just hit me. I began to praise the 
Lord – I could never praise Him before.  It just came pouring in me like 

liquid rays of glory were filling me.   
 

I was worshiping and praising the Lord when suddenly a thought came 
into my mind. ‘Now Sister Dennis was wrong; I received the baptism 

and I haven’t spoken in tongues.’   
 

Then a remarkable thing happened.  ‘I was trying to say ‘Praise the 
Lord’ but I couldn’t say it.’ 

 
Then I felt a marvellous sense of God taking hold of my vocal organs 

… and then there came a flood of other tongues.  Within 24 hours there 

were four of us baptised in the Holy Ghost and fire in the home. 
 

We got to bed sometime during the night … I tell you heaven had come 
down into our home.  God poured out His Spirit in an amazing fashion 

in that place.  It might be two or three o’clock in the morning when 
Dad would wake up and shout ‘Glory! Hallelujah!’   

 
And he would begin to pray in tongues.  Then someone else would 

wake and shout, till all over the house everybody was awake praising 
the Lord.’   
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Among the family was a sister, Agnes Enticknap, who later married 

the first Assemblies of God missionary to New Guinea – H.S.G. 
Davidson.  With his sisters, Rhonda and Rebecca and for a time Agnes, 

he preached the Gospel fervently in Townsville. 
 

” Hugh Davidson [not a relative of A. T. 

Davidson] was a dyed in the wool 
missionary.  His pioneering work on the 

Daintree Mission amongst the aboriginal 
people lifted their standard and provided 

them with a Saviour whom they received. 
It also gave an understanding that was 

invaluable as Hugh Davidson prepared to 

commence the A.O.G. Mission in New 
Guinea, which has been the means of 

bringing thousands of New Guinea 
nationals into the Kingdom of God through 

their faith in Jesus Christ.” [Pastor Philip 

Duncan – Faithful Fellows – our Pioneers] 

 

Word spread quickly and up to ninety 

people from the surrounding districts 
attended the meetings in the home with 

forty receiving the Holy Spirit. [Australian 

Evangel Vol.11, No.5 pp18-19] 

 

On one occasion, they borrowed the Baptist Church to baptise 27 
converts. 

 
In 1924, “the sons, Will and Charles, dropped the plough-share and, 

buckling on the spiritual sword, stepped out into the battle for the Lord.   
Tackling the city of Townsville, they were richly rewarded, and they 

had the joy of seeing a Pentecostal assembly formed,” wrote Philip 
Duncan. [Pentecost in Australia, Philip B Duncan, p 12] 

 
They had their challenges in Townsville.  Charles shared this testimony 

“One night, as I was walking home from the open-air meeting where I 

had been speaking on the threat of Communism. I was met in the 
middle of the bridge over the Ross Creek by four or five burly looking 

men. They were evidently Communists and they proceeded to hoist me 
over the parapet of the bridge into the river. ‘We’ll teach you to run 

down Communism,’ they said. I cried to the Lord to help me, knowing 
that it was a good way down to the water and that the water was shark-

infested.  
 

H S G Davidson 
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Suddenly the Spirit of the Lord filled me and I burst out speaking in 
other tongues. They dropped me and ran – and I went on my way 

home to Sister Howell’s, rather shaken, but triumphant in the Lord who 
had preserved me.” [C.G. Enticknap Memoirs c. 1984] 
 

There was a growing desire for a closer fellowship among different 
groups in Queensland who were identifying with the ministries that had 

brought the congregations into existence.  From July 3-7 1929, a 
meeting was convened in the School of Arts Hall in Anne Street 

Brisbane.  Seventeen leaders met to discuss the need to adopt the 
name, ‘Assemblies of God.’ Those present were listed as Brothers 

Conwell, Moore, Armstrong, Hooker, Kajewski, Peters, Yates, Tibbet, 
C. Enticknap, Todd, Beruldsen, Swenson, W. Enticknap, Whitehouse, 

Hannah, and Bowden.   

 
Following an exhortation concerning unity and love, one of the items 

high on the agenda was the name of the new fellowship.   A letter was 
read from the secretary of the Brisbane Assembly, requesting that the 

name be, ‘The Four Square Gospel Church of Queensland.’  The 
Enticknap brothers quickly suggested that the name should be ‘The 

Assemblies of God, (Queensland).’ 
 

After much discussion, an alternative name was suggested – ‘The Four 
Square Gospel Church of God of Queensland.’   This amendment was 

lost in the vote, after further discussion, with reference given to 
scriptural reasons for a name that would be suitable for the new 

fellowship. 
 

‘The Assemblies of God, (Queensland),’ was the name chosen by the 

conference through a further vote.  It is estimated that around 500 
members and adherents comprised the fellowship at this time. [Official 

Minutes, Assemblies of God in Australia (Queensland Conference)] 

 
Three months later, an article appeared in ‘The Full Gospel Witness,’ 

their official publication, explaining the new name of the Fellowship: 
 

‘By far the greatest and most widespread of the wonderful 

movements in the Holy Ghost in these days is the one spread over 
five continents, known generally as the Assemblies of God.’ [The Full 

Gospel Witness, October 1929] 
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The article pointed out that the new fellowship name was perfectly 
scriptural, asserted God’s ownership and their service to Him; set forth 

their pilgrim character, and their separation from the world.  The article 
concluded that the name, ‘Assemblies of God,’ was the ‘preference of 

the Holy Ghost.’ 
 

A new Doctrinal Statement and Constitution were 
approved.   

 
George Burns, W.J. Enticknap, and W.A. Buchanan 

became the new leaders of this Fellowship. 
 

” George Burns was a solidly built, mild-mannered 

man, with a polished teaching ministry who 
supported himself by working on the editorial staff 

of the Maryborough Chronicle.   
 

Unfortunately, he did not stay in Pentecost too long and returned to a 
Church of Christ pastorate, eventually becoming President of the New 

South Wales Council of Churches. [The Assemblies of God in Queensland Stan 

Hunt] 

 

At the 1932 Queensland Conference, C.G. Enticknap reviewed events 
over the previous biennium, pointing out that there was great need for 

reconstruction and consolidation, due to a large degree to the 
resignations of the previous executive officers, and especially the past 

president, G.E. Burns.  
 

Regret was expressed at the creation of a new 
Pentecostal organisation by evangelist W.E. 

Booth-Clibborn – with headquarters in 
Brisbane – even though he had earlier secured 

the whole-hearted support and co-operation 
of the Assemblies of God in Queensland.    

 
Enticknap also expressed regret that the 

Toowoomba delegates were not present and 

that the Lord had taught them all a great 
lesson.  ‘The Lord requires personal, 

consecrated effort.   We must look to Him and 
not man.  Our hope and strength is from 

above,’ he commented. 
 

The conference agreed to write to the Covenant Christian Church in 
Brisbane. asking if co-operative fellowship between the two 

organisations could be re-established.  

W A Buchanan 

William Booth-Clibborn 
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Time was also given to discuss how to reach Queensland for Christ. The 
consensus was one of releasing ‘Queensland men for Queensland’s 

needs!’   C.G. Enticknap became the new President. [Official Minutes, 

Assemblies of God (Queensland) 1932] 

 

In 1933, a Conference between the two organisations eventuated, and 

from August 9-14, negotiations continued despite one request to 

disband the conference. The two parties came together again in co-
operative fellowship ‘for the glory of God and the presenting of a united 

front in the Full Gospel ranks in Queensland.’ 
 

C.G. Enticknap became the President, assisted by W. A. Buchanan as 
Vice President. 

 
By 1937, twenty-one assemblies were represented at the Queensland 

conference.   The secretary reported that eleven new works had opened 
with two closing.  Six new workers had been appointed and two had 

resigned.  Five new churches had been erected, a Bible school had been 
opened and seven evangelistic campaigns conducted. 

 
There was some discussion at state level concerning the implications 

of the office of elders and the appointment of ministers.   

 
It was now time for the historic conference when the Assemblies of God 

in Queensland and the Pentecostal Church of Australia would unite in a 
common fellowship for the glory of God. 

 
Led by C G Enticknap [Queensland], C L Greenwood [Victoria] and P B 

Duncan [New South Wales], the AGQ and PCA held a “United 
Conference” at the Pentecostal Church in Sydney in 1937. [“Foundations” 

– Denis V Smith] 

 

It was decided that the new denomination’s 
name would be the Assemblies of God in 

Australia. By this time, Greenwood had 
developed a close relationship with Donald 

Gee of the British Assemblies of God and was 
willing to drop the PCA label in exchange for 

association with the global Assemblies of God 
movement. 

  
For a national constitution, the conference 

drew from the two existing constitutions as well 
as from the constitution of the Assemblies of 

God USA. The new fellowship would be based on 

“voluntary cooperation, on terms of equality” 
Donald Gee 
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and would be governed by biennial national conferences. Every state 
was granted autonomy in its own affairs as was each registered 

assembly. Charles Greenwood was elected the first chairman. 
 

Later, at a Queensland Conference/Convention, held at Glad Tidings 
Tabernacle in Brisbane, Winnie Mills wrote in her report, “Pastor C. G. 

Enticknap held the rapt attention of the large congregation in the Glad 
Tidings Tabernacle at night with his most gripping message on “The 

Cross” – a sevenfold aspect. As the speaker under the unction and 
anointing of the Holy Spirit, unfolded the strength and glory of Christ’s 

redemptive work, one felt proud to be called a “Soldier of the Cross.” 
 

He also described, as the pictures were 

thrown on the screen, his recent visit, to 
Thursday Island, where Bro. and Sister 

Bell were so bravely toiling in the Master’s 
service. Bro. and Sis. Bell went to 

Thursday Island three years ago, with the 
object of later crossing to Murray Island. 

During these years, they have spent and 
been spent in noble self-sacrifice and 

arduous toil to enable a witness to be 
continued on Thursday Island, hoping and 

praying that their long-cherished hope of one day entering Murray 
Island with the full Gospel message would yet be realised.  

Pastor David Bell with Murray Island Church leaders 1947 
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As Pastor Enticknap told the sad story of how people from Murray 
Island, having been converted at Thursday Island, had gone back to 

their island with a burning desire in their hearts to go on with the Lord, 
only to be downtrodden by the Church of England native priest there 

and his followers; how a letter has been received from one of the 
faithful converts on Murray Island, signed by 140 islanders, begging 

and imploring that a missionary be sent there to lead souls to the Lord 
Jesus how after prolonged negotiations with the governing Council of 

Murray Island permission to open up work there by the Assemblies of 
God was refused – our lives were challenged, our hearts deeply moved. 

But what can we do? PRAY. Many determined there and then to lay 
hold of God – the One Who alone is able – in believing prayer, that all 

barriers will yet be removed and the door opened into Murray Island. 

Our God is the God of the impossible. Is there anything too hard for 
Him? Brethren, let us PRAY. 

 
In 1939, C L Greenwood wrote of C. G. Enticknap, “The Apostle Paul, 

desiring to impress upon the Corinthians the realisation of their 
dependence upon each other, also their co-ordination with each other 

that the church might be edified, brought to them a very illuminating 
illustration, namely, the body being compared of different parts, all 

needful [1 Corinthians 12: 21]. 
 

So likewise, in the Pentecostal Movement in this 
country, we find the Commonwealth chairman as 

the head of the movement, very definitely needs 
a good assistant and strong support. Pastor C. G. 

Enticknap, as Vice-Chairman, fills this position 

admirably. He was converted nineteen years ago, 
and, during an outpouring of the Spirit in his 

home in January, 1924, he was the first of forty 
to be filled with the Holy Spirit’s power, also the 

first north of Mackay, Queensland. 
 

March 2, 1924, stands out in his memory more 
vividly than any other date, for on that day the 

Lord very personally and directly spoke to him, 
calling him to go forth and preach the gospel.  

 
He first went north to Cairns as directed, later returning to the old 

home. While there, came the call in 1924 to pioneer the work in 
Townsville. 

 

During the past fifteen years, he has ministered as Pastor in Townsville, 
Mackay, Rockhampton, Maryborough, Brisbane, Toowoomba and 

Parkes, New South Wales. 

C G Enticknap 
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Those fifteen years of service have been of such a character and so rich 

in experience, as to enable our Brother Enticknap to successfully and 
joyfully carry out, not only the duties imposed upon him through being 

Vice-Chairman of the Commonwealth General Presbytery, but also 
those cares and responsibilities which devolve upon him in his capacity 

of Chairman of the State of Queensland.” [Richmond Temple Souvenir 1939] 

 

Again, in that same year, C L Greenwood wrote 
of Will Enticknap, “There is always a certain 

amount of eagerness and curiosity accompanying 
the opening of the mail. Sometimes, of course, 

the expression of eagerness changes to gloom 

and disappointment as we peruse the letters 
received; but it was all joy as we read the news 

from our beloved Brother W. J. Enticknap, of 
Maryborough, Queensland. 

 
Converted at the early age of sixteen years at 

Mackay, North Queensland, our brother continued 
to press his claim for greater revelation of God’s 

power, and in answer to his continuous prayers He baptised him in 
the Holy Spirit on January 29, 1924, and definitely healed him at the 

same time. Our Lord always gives the abundant measure, doesn’t 
He? 

 
Bro. Enticknap entered the ministry in 1925 as a result of a vision of 

the Lord laying His hands on him. Then, seeing small companies of 

people rising up in several places, he heard the never-to-be-forgotten 
words: “What have I healed you for?” Since then he has ministered 

for eight years at Townsville, three and a half years at Parkes, 
N.S.W., and just on three years at Maryborough, Queensland, ever 

proving that our Lord is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him.” 
[Richmond Temple Souvenir 1939] 
 

In 1959, the Assemblies of God Conference gave a great amount of 

time to the technicalities of the United Constitution.  However, a call 
by C.G. Enticknap for conference to consider urgently, ways and 

means of more fully implementing the objects of the constitution 
concerning evangelism was heeded.    

 
A number of churches responded to the call, but in the main, the 

‘river of God’ was finding difficult passage through the country.  The 
heart-cry of many would be heard at the throne of God and He would 

record their tears of intercession.   
 

W J Enticknap 
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Many still prayed for revival! 
 

In 1961, it was reported in the 
Australian Evangel that C.G. 

Enticknap had embarked on a 22-
month world tour to include a visit to 

the Pentecostal World Conference.   
 

A Pentecostal Church Homecoming 
Convention held by the Washburn 

Pentecostal Church, Mother Church 
of Pentecost in northern Maine, held 

their first home-coming convention 

in its 47-year-history from June 15-
24, 1962, for former pastors, laymen and friends who have gone out 

from the church over the years. 
 

Their ‘Highlights Listed’ a missionary day, under the direction of the 
Rev. William Wilson, Patterson, N. J. Returned missionaries will be 

attending, as well as Miss Doretta Elliott, just arrived in the United 
States from India. She will represent her parents, the Rev. and Mrs. 

Leon Elliott, who have spent many years in India. There will be a 
Divine Healing service, with prayers for the sick and needy. 

 
Speakers will be pastors and 

evangelists who have ministered in 
the church in the past, except on 

Sunday evening, June 17. At that 

time speakers will be the Rev. and 
Mrs. C. G. Enticknap of Australia.  

 
The Rev. Mr. Enticknap has 

preached in 18 countries and on all 
continents and has been pastor of 

one of the largest churches in 
Australia.   Now on a two-year tour 

of the world, the Rev. Mr. 
Enticknap recently arrived in this 

country from Europe. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

C G Enticknap Family 

C G Enticknap 
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Philip Duncan said of the Enticknap brothers - “The 

Lord had stirred up the spirits of the brothers Will 
and Charles Enticknap to go and preach the Gospel 

in the tropical region of the Herbertville.   
 

Equipped with a gospel tent, which they pitched 
their tent at Townsville, they went out to preach the 

Gospel to form the Pentecostal Assembly in the 
city.”  

 

 

“Will was a quiet country type who is full of the love of God and had 
a deep acquaintance with the truths and teachings of the Bible.  He 

was a beloved Christian.  Charles was more academic.  He majored 
with great ability at conferences with his knowledge of constitutional 

procedure.  He knew the constitution with its by-laws and clauses in 
detail so was considered an authority when debating affairs of church 

government.  For many years, he was very profitable as 
Commonwealth Secretary as well as being in State and 

Commonwealth Executives from the early days of our fellowship.” 
 

 

 

 

C G Enticknap Evangelistic Tent Crusade 

P B Duncan 
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In 1965, Charles G Enticknap held an “Every Believer Evangelism” 
Conference in Adelaide, South Australia. 

 
It was reported, that on September 21st, Pastor C. G. Enticknap 

commenced a city-wide seminar in EVERY BELIEVER EVANGELISM 
with our Adelaide Assemblies in South Australia.  

 
All our churches closed their week night 

services to cooperate in the united training 
programme conducted in the Compton 

Street Assembly. 
 

The seminar was conducted under the 

auspices of the South Australian 
Presbytery, and Pastor S. Law as the State 

Chairman welcomed Brother and Sister 
Enticknap to Adelaide, speaking of their 

many years in the Full-Gospel Ministry in 
Australia and also overseas, and of their 

present emphasis on Every Believer 
Evangelism. 

 
By the second night extra seats were needed, and the interest and 

enthusiasm were sustained throughout the two weeks of teaching 
and training in soul-winning procedures. The saints were aroused to 

a new dedication to this ministry, and a new passion for souls was 
born in the hearts of many.  

 

As Pastor Enticknap unfolded the Know-How of approach to people, 
of conducting soul-winning conversations, how to present Christ by 

the Word, and how to lead people to receive Christ, a new sense of 
confidence was born in the people of God attending. The use of 

overhead projection system materially assisted to make clear the 
cardinal principles as our brother continued his anointed ministry in 

the Word. Those who attended were not only instructed but also 
inspired to obey the Lord’s command to reach every creature with 

the glad tidings of salvation in person-to-person ministry. 
 

The Holy Spirit’s presence brooded over the sessions from night to 
night, and the ministry was attested by Spiritual Gifts in anointing 

and much blessing.  It was clearly understood that we were not 
attending to theorise but to prepare for a practical application of the 

principles of Every Believer Evangelism, as set out in the records of 

the New Testament Church which pro-claimed the gospel “from 
house to house”, and “in every house”.  
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Details of the visitation ministry were outlined, and essential 
principles in teaching the people in their homes, in “the streets and 

lanes”, and “the highways and byways”, were considered, so that all 
would be able, with ease and pleasure, and in the anointing of the 

Holy Spirit, to win men and women to Christ. 
 

On the morning of the last day of the combined services, the 
Pastors met at the Compton Street Church to discuss with Pastor 

Enticknap how they could implement with greatest success the 
principles he had presented. As a result of this meeting, almost all 

the Assemblies invited Brother Enticknap to a week of ministry, to 
set up and get into operation the practical soul-winning outreach in 

their churches. This has already been done in two Assemblies, with 

immediate soul-winning results that have been most encouraging.”  
 

Charles Golding Enticknap died on 15th March 1985.  For ten 
years, he had served as Superintendent of the AOG in Queensland 

and for six years the Assistant Superintendent of AOG Australia.  He 
also served as Editor of the “Australian Evangel and Glad Tidings 

Messenger and later in life served as the chairman of Teen 
Challenge in NSW.   

 
He was honoured as a: 

 
• Student who loved the writings of Finney, A B Simpson, A. J 

Gordon and Tozer. 
• Pentecostal Statesman who brought the name “Assemblies of 

God” to a Conference in Fortitude Valley, Brisbane in 1929.  That 

name was adopted by 15 votes to 2.    
• Constitutional expert. He also prepared the draft Constitution 

and the Doctrinal Statement. 
• Pentecostal Pioneer with a passion to evangelise.  In company 

with Archie Hannah from Beaudesert Queensland, he would rise 
at 4.00 am and with a kerosene lamp on the floor; prepare 

himself for the day’s ministry.   They visited farms and went to 
the streets conducting open air meetings.  They camped in sheds 

and covered themselves with grass to keep warm.  Aboriginals 
and Islanders came to Christ and were filled with the Holy Spirit.  

In the Ingham District, drunkards and gamblers were so 
transformed there was no work for the police.   
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Ted Irish, another of the pioneers said, “the 
present generation do not realise the debt we 

owe to these brethren for their sacrifice and what 
they endured to get the Fellowship started.”   

 
 

 
 

  
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Ted Irish 

Assemblies of God in Australia Commonwealth Conference 1939 
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Commonwealth Executive 1953 
Back: Will J Enticknap, Ralph R Read, E. [Ted] Irish Alan Conwell 

[Treasurer] Harold Bartholomew, Thomas L Evans 
Front: Charles L Greenwood, James Wallace, Alec T Davidson, Henry E 

Wiggins 
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“Influence” – what a word! People being influenced by the leading of 
the Holy Spirit and obediently following the direction given.  We can 

learn many lessons from these pioneers who didn’t have much, as 
far is this world was concerned, but left an eternal influence on a 

generation that followed.  Heaven will reveal the outcomes as 
servants of God obey the promptings of the Holy Spirit today! 

 
I tend to agree with Pastor Ted Irish’s comment, “the present 

generation may not realise the debt we owe to these brethren for 
their sacrifice and what they endured to get the Fellowship started.”   

 
But, like these pioneers, who did not live in the past, we need to 

work with God for a glorious future and seek to influence future 

generations to continue what God started in our land and allow His 
message to reach every person we meet – and ultimately to the 

regions beyond our shores. 
 

 
 Denis V Smith – 2017 
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