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DEDICATION 

“But when God, who set me apart from my mother’s womb and called 
me by his grace, was pleased to reveal his Son in me so that I might 

preach him among the Gentiles.” (Galatians1:15) 
 

A Ministry by Faith – to the Glory of God! 
“Each successive step, revealed by the Holy Spirit, presented an ever-

new challenge and the continuous support and supply of our every 
need. We rejoice that when the Lord’s will was sought and found, 

miraculous provision was never lacking, as promised in Philippians 4:19 
"But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory 

by Christ Jesus." 
 

Henry and Anne Wiggins  

Servants of the Lord Jesus Christ 
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Essence of Excelsior 
An insight into the Calling, Commitment and Christian Character 

Of Pastor Henry E Wiggins 

 
When in retrospect I look back 
O’er the life on earth I’ve spent 
I can see His hand of guidance 

Led me in the way I went 
 

Now I’ve spent my youthful vigour 
Pointing souls to Christ the light 

And I’ve worked and prayed and laboured 
In the harvest fields so white 

 
My ambition – high in business 

I gave up to serve the least 
He will elevate my station 

At the Lamb’s great bridal feast 
 

And the life of ease and pleasure 
I resigned to do His will 

Seems but nothing when compared 
To Him who anguished on the ‘hill’ 

 
He will justify my actions 

He will vindicate my stand 
He’ll a jewelled crown reward me 

In that far, far better land 
 

Life consists not in possessing 
Things which time and tide decay 

But in knowing Him who saved me 
Doing exploits in th’affray 

 
If the brethren in His service 
Seek the glory and the fame 

I’ll be satisfied to glory 
In the cross which bore my shame 

 
When I’ve served His blest direction 

In the centre of His will 
As this mortal frame grows weaker 

He just whispers “Peace be still” 
 

When I see His lovely visage 
That was marred beyond degree 

Then I’ll know that Calvary’s agony 
He suffered there for me 

 
When His kingly commendation 
Says “Well done and enter in” 

Then I’ll know my life was worthwhile 
In the battle against sin. 

 

Henry Excelsior Wiggins 
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Henry Excelsior Wiggins 

 

In the early 1980s, Henry 

Wiggins wrote in the 

Australian Evangel … 

 “There comes a time for the 

traveller of many years to 

ease up a little; then starts 

the fascinating period of 

reminiscing!  

What a kaleidoscope of almost 

forgotten pictures pour 

through the mind!  

Forgotten, momentarily, are 

the names of people and 

places, and even Scriptures 

so well known, in the present, 

but with amazing clarity and 

accuracy come the memories 

of bygone years and even 

childhood.” 

(Australian Evangel Vol. 23, No. 1, 

January 1966) 

He testified later in life that –   

“Each successive step, 

revealed by the Holy Spirit, 

presented an ever-new 

challenge and the continuous 

support and supply of our 

every need.” 

 

To God be the glory! 
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Early Years 

n the 13th May 1906, ninety kilometres north-west of London, Henry Wiggins 
was born in the university city of Oxford, Oxfordshire, England. He was the 

son of a London city mother, Alice Claire Wiggins and a country father Ernest 
Wiggins. Ernest was a highly successful London merchant with a brilliant 
mathematical mind. However, he never committed his life to the Lord and there 

were many household disagreements, undoubtedly over Alice’s vital faith in Christ.  

A total of six children were born to Ernest and Alice.  Their firstborn son, 
Ernest had been born in July 1898 and joined the London Regiment (The Rangers) 
12th Battalion. He was killed in action in World War One on the 9th April 1917 and 

buried in France.  One can only imagine how great was the devastation this news 
caused his parents – he was only 19. 

Clare was born in October 1899 and died in 1932, aged 33.  An unnamed 
daughter died at birth.  Samuel was born circa 1903 and Vincent, the youngest 

was born circa 1910.  He was to be a registered witness at Henry’s future wedding. 

Henry recalled, “I spent a hectic childhood, having an unsaved father and a 
totally committed Pentecostal mother, with resulting strong clashes. But, over 
which for the most part I will draw a kindly veil. Two cameos may suffice to show 

how God was shaping the course for my future ministry. At the age of four years, 
a photo was taken of me, which survives to this day, and in it I have one fist 

doubled in front of me and the other behind my back, whilst upon my face is a 
pugnacious look and my hair sticking up in front, as good as to say, ‘I will take on 
all comers.’  

O 
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It was to be prophetic of the course of my life; for I have had to be a fighter 
all the way, with odds so often heavily against me. I believe I was separated to 

the Gospel from my mother’s womb. A passionate servant of Christ, my mother 
was the means of countless souls finding Christ and her prayers the means of my 

conversion, entering into the ministry and staying in and having such good success 
for so long a period. She died in 1965 with God’s glory in her face at the age of 
89. When she died Henry wrote in his diary, ‘three of her children preceded her to 

the grave, and three survived her.’” (Memoirs) 

The other occurrence he recalled was at the age of nine, when he first heard 
a Welsh preacher at the Baptist Church to which the family belonged. The speaker, 
with his hearty gesticulations and sleep-disturbing shouts, was a thrill to a lad 

used to the boring, lifelessness of the average preacher. “Nothing would suit me 
more but to get out into the garden with a tea chest for a pulpit, my mother’s 

black underskirt as my gown and a pair of father’s stiff cuffs, miles too large. 

I preached, I thumped, I tore off the cuffs, I exhorted and threw out my 

fists, with my voice rising to a crescendo until faces appeared at nearby windows 
in alarm as to what might be happening. All the time my kindly congregation 

nodded their beaming faces in approval – two rows of giant sunflowers. It is worthy 
of note that some years later I started my real evangelistic ministry in Wales.” 
(Memoirs) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Early adolescence found Henry still attending the Baptist Sunday School, 

but he became a problem to the Superintendent and teachers until they decided 
to ask for his removal from the school.  

Henry, the second youngest of the family was raised by his mother and his 
father until he left home in his early twenties. “At school, in my studies and in 

sport I was very competitive.” (Memoirs) In order to study law, he attended Oxford 
University, but never completed his degree as he decided to become a minister of 
the Gospel instead.   

 “Then God’s time arrived and my mother’s prayer began to be answered.  
A burly, black-bearded Brethren Evangelist arrived with his Gospel Caravan. At his 

meetings, held in the open-air, no small stir was caused by his stentorian 
proclamation of the fact of sin, salvation through the blood, and the Second 

Coming of Christ. I thought it all a great joke, until nearing the end of the 
campaign; I was pressed into joining in one of the meetings. I was, however, 
careful to secrete myself behind a tree lest friends think I had gone religious.  
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Peeping out from behind the tree, I was amazed to hear the preacher say, 
in announcing his text, ‘Zacchaeus come down’ – not from up a tree, but from 

behind one, and that is where deep conviction of sin started in my heart, and 
continued for six months.  

During this period of conviction, a visit from the Evangelist’s son, a fine and 
clean athletic Christian lad of my own age, made me exceedingly wretched. One 

night, before getting into bed, Sidney said to me, ‘I would like to read aloud’ and 
proceeded to read from 1 Corinthians 15. He finished up with reference to another 

Scripture, ‘Two shall be in a bed and one shall be taken and the other left.’ He 
slept the sleep of the justified, but not me!  

The climax came when the Evangelist returned for a campaign at a place 
four miles away. We walked out to the service on the Sunday night. The message 

I cannot remember, but the impact of God’s Spirit was unmistakable, and with the 
appeal I laid down the arms of my rebellion against a gracious loving God, and 
tears ran down my cheeks as I knelt at the altar rail, completely surrendered to 

the One Who paid so great a price for my soul. Hallelujah! Rising to return to my 
seat in that little chapel, my eyes looked into two luminous stars shining through 

a rain of tears – my Mother’s eyes! The first part of her prayer was answered.” 
(Memoirs) 

When Henry’s mother died at 89, he recalled, “she died with God’s glory in 
her face in 1965.” (Memoirs) A meaningful Obituary was posted in the United 
Kingdom Assemblies of God magazine, Redemption Tidings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WITH CHRIST 

WIGGINS: Mrs. Clare Wiggins, mother of Henry 

Wiggins of Australia. Died on February 2nd just short 

of her 89th Birthday.  Funeral conducted by Pastor H. 

White and L. Collier.  She will be remembered for her 

great love for the Lord and her graciousness of 

manner. 
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Immediate Witness 

enry’s conversion was followed by his immediate witnessing for the Lord, 
because he was determined to have a virile Christian experience.  

At that time a godly minister filled the local Baptist pulpit, Rev. C. Seymour 
King. He recognised the hand of God upon the young convert and sought in every 

way to develop his latent ability. “I still have books inscribed in Greek by this godly 
tutor, and it was not his fault that I did not enter Spurgeon’s College in due course 

— God had better things for me.” (Above: Charles Spurgeon’s study containing 12,000 

volumes) (Memoirs) 

Also at that time Henry was brought in touch with a stalwart Methodist 
minister, Rev. Percy H. Taylor and it was through him that, as a lay preacher, he 
was rostered out practically every Sunday on the various Church circuits. Perhaps 

the novelty of this very young preacher made possible the unhindered preaching 
of the Gospel with remarkable results — churches that for years had no converts 

saw them at the altar rail Sunday by Sunday. “I can never forget the sight of 400 
folk gathered round an old farm wagon in a paddock at a Primitive Methodist 
autumnal special gathering, nor my feelings as a lad of 17 in dealing with the 

seekers afterwards,” Henry recalled. (Memoirs) 

H 
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Yet another godly minister was used by God to shape the ultimate course 
of his life and ministry – the Rev. R. W. Ewings, of Swindon Railway Mission. The 

Railway Mission was established in 1881 with the aim of evangelising the large 
railway workforce of the late Victorian period. 

Their goals were: 

 To preach the Gospel to the employees of all lines by means of experienced 
Evangelists holding Special Missions; 

 To establish local branches for united Christian fellowship and aggressive 

Gospel effort; 
 To advocate the cause of Temperance, the care of the sick and injured and 

the moral and social welfare of all grades; 
 The circulation of good and wholesome literature among railwaymen.  

(J Bullivant, ‘The Railway Mission’ in the Great Eastern Railway Magazine Vol 11 

(1912), pp. 390-391) 

Ewings was also a great Keswick zealot. It was through him that visits were 
made to that renowned centre of spiritual devotees in the Cumbrian Mountains – 
Keswick where “higher life” conventions were established in 1875. From the 

beginning, its aim was to help those wanting to know God better and to live godly 
Christian lives. 

Henry observed, “Not only did I climb Mount Skiddaw and see the majesty 
of the dawn; but through notable speakers of those days, Bishop Taylor Smith, 

Dr. Stuart Holden, F. B. Meyer, Northcote Deck and Graham Scroggie, I learnt 
much of the positive way of holiness and life of victory, but it left me somewhat 

unsatisfied with the ‘second blessing’ (positive sanctification) by dry faith!” 
(Memoirs) 

Swindon Railway Mission 
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In those days Gipsy Rodney Smith (1860 – 

1947) who was born in a tent, raised on a Gypsy 

camp and never attended a school – not even for a 
day, would influence the lives of millions of people 
for God through his powerful preaching. He, with 

Gypsy Pat Smith, and that forthright Irishman, Rev. 
W. P. Nicholson were holding great meetings and 

Henry’s evangelistic fervour deepened. 

In 1923, Henry entered Oxford University to 

study Law and joined a London legal firm. Most 
Sundays, he continued to preach. “Then a crushing 

blow came in the wrecking of my home, my parent’s 
separation, the great financial stress on my mother 
and the inevitable questioning of God’s right to allow 

such a thing.  

Backsliding followed – not in half measures 

but a full-blooded tasting of what the world had to 
offer.  I found that a backslider was ten-fold more 

miserable than the unconverted.” (Memoirs) 

Once again, his Mother’s prayer prevailed.  Late at night Henry visited the 

five bridges over the local river with a view to suicide.  However, I “returned again 
to the Lord who so lovingly had His hand upon me.” (Memoirs) 

In 1924, Henry moved to Witham in Essex in the course of his employment. 
He discovered that evangelical work was practically nil with the exception of the 

Peculiar People who were great believers in Divine healing.  Their ladies adhered 
to a distinctive dress code.  

Gipsy Rodney Smith 

A Keswick Convention Meeting 
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“The Lord had prepared a widow woman, not for a natural drought, but a 
spiritual one. Mrs. Hubbard was a grand old Methodist worker, still keen to see 

God’s work advance but feeling that her advanced years precluded her from doing 
much. In her large lounge we gathered a group for prayer that included 

backslidden Christians. 

The Word was expounded, tears flowed, rededication followed and then the 

souls began to get saved and in no time thirty-five new decisions made it 
necessary to move into a hired hall.  

Mrs. Hubbard, in her late seventies, was by now the most vociferous of 
them all with her ‘Hallelujahs’ and she passed on many a fine word to the new 

converts.  I established this work as an undenominational church in Witham. 

Still something was lacking and we were all conscious of it.  Mother had 

fallen head over heels for a ‘new movement’ then sweeping the country – 
‘Pentecostalism’ and surely I thought that was a misguided conception of the 

‘Second blessing!’” (Australian Evangel Vol. 18, No. 11, November 1961) 
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Pentecost! 

lthough Henry originally fellowshipped in conservative church circles, his 

mother became involved in the Pentecostal movement around the Lakes 
District of England. He started to look into what this movement was all about. 

He travelled around England and conducted many revivalist meetings.   

Henry wrote about this time in his life. “The 1920’s saw the rapid expansion 

of the newly-introduced Pentecostal movement in Great Britain, after being 
retarded by the First World War interval. George and Stephen Jeffreys and Smith 
Wigglesworth set the land talking about their massive meetings, accompanied by 

tremendous phenomena of physical healings, mysterious shakings, and speaking 
with ecstatic utterance.  

A 

George & Stephen Jeffreys’ Meeting 
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The historic churches, including the fundamentalists, immediately closed 
their doors to this without even checking the scriptural character of the new 

movement, and dubbed it as ‘of the Devil.’  

“It is small wonder that with my Keswick background and holiness teaching, 
I was exceedingly wary of such a movement. My mother however, joined it with 
enthusiasm, saying it was what she had looked for, for many years. I warned her 

it would only end up sending her mad, but she just smiled and went to prayer, 
that the son, upon whom God had His hand, would come into a Pentecostal 

experience. 

The Devil made sure that every unsavoury item concerning the Pentecostal 

people was brought to my ears in the next few months, and it was with mixed 
feelings that I promised to attend a meeting held by Smith Wigglesworth near the 

church of the Rev. Stuart Fox, whose boy was healed of a tubercular knee.  

The wild-eyed usher at the door of the 

tent nearly turned me away with his gushed-out 
question, ‘Got the baptism of the Holy Ghost 
yet?’  However, when Smith Wigglesworth, with 

his son-in-law James Salter took over, I was 
gripped with the stark naked reality of God in 

the midst. The ‘Apostle of Faith’ ministered the 
Word of God in living, vital power and proceeded 

to claim deliverance for the souls and bodies of 
his audience. As I sought to find an explanation 
for the mighty power at work in the Pentecostal 

meetings, the Spirit of the Lord led me to 
Scripture after Scripture including Hebrews. 

6:1-8 ‘doctrine of baptisms,’ and finally to the 
question, ‘Have ye received the Holy Ghost since 
ye believed?’ (Acts 19:2) 

I knew then it was for me and was separate from the born-again experience. 
Some Sunday nights later, when I had concluded the nondenominational meeting, 

the Spirit fell on me and I was prostrated – earth receded – heaven’s glory filled 
my soul and heaven’s own language poured forth in a cascade of angelic utterance. 

The experience lasted for half an hour and brought consternation to the folk I had 
gathered in the Mission, but soon they, too, received the blessed experience, and 

forty years later there was still an Assembly of God church at Witham, Essex. 

It was divinely planned, soon after my 

baptism, that I should meet Howard Carter at Zion 
College, London, the weekly meeting of the London 
Assemblies and Bible School.” (Memoirs) 

In spite of his legal practice partners telling 

him that he showed great promise of having a 
brilliant career in law, Henry felt compelled by the 
Holy Spirit not to complete his final legal studies at 

Oxford. Realising his need of Pentecostal 
instruction, he enrolled in the Hampstead Bible 

School and sat under a fine band of tutors.  Hampstead Bible School 

Smith Wigglesworth 
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Cuthbert Layland Parker (1887–1967) was a 
distinctive person in the early development of the 

British Assemblies of God and made a unique 
contribution to the emerging denomination because of 

his formal academic training and Anglican ministry 
background. His style of teaching was to allow his 
students to ask questions as the lecture proceeded, and 

sometimes this would drive him back to the Word of 
God to search out the answers. So both he and his 

students grew in their understanding of the Scriptures, 
and there are many alive today who still remember with 
gratitude how his teaching revolutionised their 

Christian lives and their theology. 

Howard Carter (1891-1971) 

was a man with the definite ability to inspire young men and 
women who were training for the ministry. He was also a man 

of faith. A notebook of his remains to this day which details 
incredible answers to prayer, especially for finance. On one 

occasion in 1926, the bank manager had threatened to call in 
an overdraft unless several hundred pounds were immediately 
placed into the School account. As was his habit, the Principal 

made the need known to the student body and together they 
prayed for help. Within three hours some £600 (a present day 

value of £35,000) had been provided. (United Kingdom Assemblies 

of God Heroes) 

His younger brother, John Carter was also there. John 
was born in Birmingham, England in 1893. Thirty-one years 
later, in 1924, he was part of the formation of the Assemblies 

of God, United Kingdom in the very same area and continued 
to his death to be an integral part of the movement. He was 

used of God as an evangelist, a pastor, a church planter, a 
teacher and in a host of other roles. 

P. L. Maudsley also influenced Henry, who in reminiscing 
recalled, “The motto of the School remains in my heart to this 

day, ‘Never let me lose sight of the all-important truth that to 
be in the centre of Thy will is better than success, and let me 
ever love Thee more than Thy service!’"(Memoirs) 

One truth was made abundantly clear to him at that 

time was that the so-called ‘Second blessing’ of the holiness 
movements was not the ‘baptism of the Spirit’ which was 
primarily for power for service. (Australian Evangel Vol. 23, No. 

3, March 1966)  

 

 

 

 

Howard Carter 

John Carter 

Cuthbert L. Parker 

W. F. B Burton 
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It was in 1922 that a number of pastors, influenced by 
W.F.P. (Willie) Burton (1886-1971), had tried to form some type of 

organised fellowship of churches, but to no avail. Many of these 
pastors were strong concerning the local autonomy of their 

individual churches. They were opposed to denominationalism, 
organisation and central government. Archibald Cooper, a 
preacher from South Africa while travelling and ministering 

amongst these churches saw the need for some sort of unity. He 
got in touch with two of the prominent leaders, Thomas 

Myerscough (1858-1932) and John Nelson Parr concerning this.  

Myerscough had outstanding qualities as a competent and painstaking Bible 

student and teacher but felt he was too old to carry the burden of carrying this 
plan through; but agreed to lend the full weight of his support to Parr who was 

much younger, filled with great energy, and was possessed of a good business 
ability. All this led to Parr working towards another attempt at unity. Being a 
Pastor, he was able to allay fears of a controlling organisation and to stand solid 

for the independent sovereignty of each fellowship. (U.K. Assemblies of God Heroes) 

In February 1924, John Nelson Parr, (1886-

1976) then the pastor of a congregation in Manchester, 
called a meeting of fourteen people in Aston, 

Birmingham, in which they decided to form the 
Assemblies of God in the United Kingdom with their 26 

congregations. Others were invited, but train strikes 
meant that many people couldn’t get there.  During 
the meeting they agreed on their Fundamental Truths; 

to work together to protect sound doctrine and to work 
together to achieve what they could not do on their 

own.  A second meeting was held in May that year, in 
Highbury, London, when another 48 congregations 
joined. On the second day of meeting, Elim leaders 

were present, and a partnership was discussed, with 
Elim providing the evangelistic side – but it was 

decided to be postponed. 

In January 1926, the Assemblies of God leaders took complete leadership 

of the previous Pentecostal Missionary Union – which had the Bible School at 
Hampstead in London. The College maintained its independence, but eventually 

became the Bible school for the Assemblies of God in the United Kingdom. (Kenley 

Bible College WordPress.com weblog) 

“In 1926 at the conclusion of my training it was my blessed privilege to be 
endowed with at least three of the precious gifts of the Spirit, and thus was more 
prepared to meet all the exigencies of my future Pentecostal ministry.” (Memoirs) 

In that same year, Henry was ordained to the Assemblies of God ministry 

at the London Bible College by Howard and John Carter, Donald Gee and C.L. 
Parker. “At this time I made a promise to the Lord that I would give Him seven 
years of ministry before getting married.” (Memoirs) During the following years 

until 1931, Henry engaged in evangelistic campaigns in various parts of England 
which resulted in the opening of six new churches. He held church campaigns for 

Donald Gee, Stephen Jeffreys and the Elim Churches of Essex.   

J. Nelson Parr 

Thomas Myerscough 
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During part of this time his mode of transport to the various meeting 
locations was by bicycle, and he was often accompanied by Tom Wilson.  Mr. E. F. 

Gigg found salvation among the Brethren in 1928, but his acceptance of 
Pentecostal Truths necessitated leaving them the following year. He moved into 

Gloucestershire and the Lord then led his wife and himself to conduct an open-air 
Sunday School and a Cottage Meeting until the arrival of Henry Wiggins in 1930, 
whose campaign was the means of establishing the Cam Assembly.   

From 1932 – 1934, Henry became the pastor of a church with 250 members 

at Chesterfield in Derbyshire.  

In 1932 he met his future wife, Laura Annie 
Markham. He was preaching at the Doncaster 

Assembly of God in Yorkshire when he met this 
young lady.  She was the daughter of one of the 

church elders, George Markham. Annie was a 
talented elementary school teacher and a highly 
qualified pianist, ministering in church worship.  

She was born on 13th June 1909 in 
Harrogate, Yorkshire but lived in Doncaster. Henry 

commented, “I fell in love with her.”  (Memoirs) 

Henry also maintained contact with Cliff 
College in Bolton, Lancashire.  Its roots go back to 
1883, when Reverend Thomas Champness took a 

number of men into his home in order to train 
them. Many of the college’s graduates worked with 

Hudson Taylor and his China Inland Mission as 
missionaries while many graduates chose to do 
Christian missionary and evangelistic work both in 

the United Kingdom and abroad. 
 

The Wesleyan Methodist Minister and theologian, Samuel Chadwick, was 
principal of the college from 1913 to 1932. Henry continued in effective fellowship 

with the College and, with a large group young people from his church, combined 
with them in what he called, “the greatest open-air witness I ever experienced.” 
(Memoirs) 

Stephen Jeffreys                            Tom Wilson                            Donald Gee 

Laura Annie Markham  
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To Australia 
 

enry’s mother was an ever constant source of encouragement to him.  
“When I was dealing with a challenge, her support was always found in His 

Word. I have kept a note from her, in 1934, in a copy of Hudson Taylor’s 
books, to this date.” (Memoirs) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In November 1934, Maxwell Armstrong became the pastor of the 

Maryborough assembly (Townsville Daily Bulletin, Nov. 14, 1934) in Queensland, 

Australia. 

H 

Inscription in Hudson Taylor’s book from Henry’s Mother 
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The Assemblies of God in Queensland had limited 
resources. By taking on one of the stronger regional 

assemblies in a period just after most Brisbane Pentecostals 
were siphoned off by the Elim, Apostolic and Foursquare 

movements, Armstrong (by default) became a leading figure. 
(Australian Dictionary of Pentecostal and Charismatic Movements, 

Mark Brett and Dean O’Keefe, 2010). 

He was involved in discussions with the visiting 
chairman of the Assemblies of God in Great Britain, Howard 

Carter, about setting up a Bible School for the Assemblies of 
God in Queensland. It was from the Armstrong’s kitchen 

(called the "vestry" by Wiggins 1959:22) that a telegram was sent 
to Henry Wiggins, a graduate of Howard Carter’s college in 
Britain, inviting him to Australia to become the Principal of a 

proposed Bible College in Chelmer, Brisbane.  

Henry received this invitation from the Queensland Assemblies of God; from 

Maxwell Armstrong a member of the Queensland State Executive and who served 
as Pastor of the Assembly of God, Maryborough from 1934 — 1937. (Geoff 

Armstrong Memoirs) 

1935 witnessed great changes for Henry.  He 

accepted the invitation from Queensland Assemblies of God 
and prepared for a journey to another country. He married 

his fiancée Laura Annie Markham on the 4th May in 
Doncaster, Yorkshire at the Pentecostal Hall Assemblies of 
God church. Pastor George Newsholme, the Doncaster 

pastor as well as Principal of Hampstead College was the 
Celebrant at their marriage. 

 

 

Maxwell Armstrong  

Pastor George Newsholme 

Henry Wiggins and Annie Markham Wedding Certificate  
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Henry Wiggins and Annie Markham on their Wedding Day  
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“Soon after this we boarded the Hobson’s Bay, a ship bound for Queensland 

which was due to arrive in Brisbane mid-June. This was our honeymoon and the 
beginning of a new adventure in serving the Lord. On our arrival, we were shocked 

to find that the appointment (for which we had travelled half way around the 
world) had not eventuated and was now non-existent.   At that time, Brisbane 
only had a small assembly over the old markets.” (Memoirs) 

Four years before the Wiggins’ arrival, a very large Christian Covenant 

Church had been opened by William Booth-Clibborn as a result of his Canvas 
Cathedral campaign in Brisbane.  A tent seating eight hundred was erected in, 
Fortitude Valley.  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Booth-Clibborn’s Canvas Cathedral 

Anne Wiggins (Markham) mother at 90 



Pioneers of Pentecost in Australia                                                                                               Denis V Smith 

Henry and Anne Wiggins                                                                                                             Page 23 of 86 
 

Within one month, a thousand people attempted to cram into the tent on a 
Sunday night.  In December that year, he inaugurated a “Love and Loyalty 

League” to finance his ministry.  This enabled him to purchase a new tent, seating 
two thousand, which he used for two years.  That congregation formed the 

Covenant Christian Church in Barry Parade. In 1932, Booth-Clibborn returned to 
the United States of America.  

In the audience of the Canvas Cathedral that year, was a young man named 
Jack Easton, who was to later become a missionary to the Daintree aborigines in 

1945. A Northern Ireland nursing sister, Isabel(la) Hetherington (1871 - 1946) had 
come to Australia in 1903 and settled in Ballarat, Victoria where she worked 

among the aborigines in the area.  
 
In the late 1920’s she had travelled to the Mossman/Daintree areas in North 

Queensland where she commenced a work among tribal aborigines. 
  

Jack Easton reminisced concerning the time she spoke in the Canvas 
Cathedral meeting, "When she preached the Word, the Holy Spirit spoke to my 
heart and I’m a product of her. Quickened by the Spirit. That’s what it is. She had 

Nellie with her. They called her Nellie Hetherington and she had a good singing 
voice. Nell used to sing solos and that night sang ‘The Hope of the Aboriginals.’” 
(1998 Barry Chant: Isabella Hetherington, unpublished manuscript. Sydney, Tabor 

College)  

Booth-Clibborn’s Farewell Meeting in the Canvas Cathedral 
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Isabel later came to the Assemblies of God Queensland for assistance.  She 
spoke of her experience and told the Queensland Conference about the neglected 

condition of the Aborigines. Her speech convinced the delegates, because this set 
in motion a move towards supporting a mission in the Mossman - Daintree District. 
(Stan Hunt, Assemblies of God: Story of its Foundation and Mission. Sydney: Assembly 

Press, 1978) 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Henry recalled, “from the time I arrived in Queensland, I was blessed to be 
made very welcome by the pastors of the Assemblies of God, and in particular by 

the Enticknap brothers, Will and Charles. I very quickly developed a kindred spirit 
with them, and a close working relationship in ministry and in executive roles.  It 
was a joy to work with them to expand His Kingdom, and to assist them in 

preparation for the upcoming Easter conference which was to eventually create 
the Assemblies of God in Australia. 

 
I met Alec T. Davidson and realized that we were both ‘new 

chums.’ He was new to Pentecost and I was an Englishman new to 

Australia. From that time on we formed a wonderful friendship that 
was to last for fifty years – a genuine friendship! Over the coming 

years we were to cooperate in sharing many hours and days in 
various presbytery roles and ministry in the Australian Assemblies 
of God Fellowship. What a delightful man of God he was, and how 

well he contributed to the early and ongoing growth of the 
Fellowship in Australia. How much we felt his loss when on 17th 

September 1987 he received his home-call.” (Memoirs) 
 

Following discussion with the leaders, Henry was appointed as Itinerating 
Pastor for Queensland to get a fellowship of churches started. This position was 
later assumed by the State Chairman. Towards end of 1935, Henry was appointed 

as the Secretary of the Queensland State Fellowship and continued in this role into 
1936.  

 
He visited all the Pentecostal churches in the Southern States (especially 

the Pentecostal Church of Australia headed by Charles L Greenwood in Melbourne) 

with the objective of both groups considering to become a united Fellowship.   
 

Alec T Davidson 

Alice, Charles and Ruth Enticknap                                                                     Will & Jean Enticknap 
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This tour would play an important part in an historical meeting being called 
in Sydney. While visiting the churches and their leaders, Henry began to identify 

some potentially difficult issues and concerns – fears of loss of control from Sydney 
and Melbourne; interstate rivalry; possible jealousies concerning Commonwealth 

appointed positions and the development of an acceptable Constitution and 
Commonwealth centralised ministries. 
 

“We would be dealing with strong personalities.” 
 

“My first meeting with Charles L. Greenwood was in 1936, when I visited 
him in his role as senior pastor of the Pentecostal Church of Australia. This visit 
was to meet with the key players in any future union of northern and southern 

churches and to assess the challenges and lay some groundwork for this union.” 
(Memoirs) 

 
Henry recalled, “I have always highly esteemed Charles L. Greenwood and 

honoured him for his early Pentecostal ministry. We developed a mutual regard 

and respect for each other, which became much closer as time went by. His 
untimely death in January 1969 was a great loss to our Fellowship.” (Memoirs) 

 
At this time the Christian Covenant Church in Brisbane had no connection 

with the Assemblies of God in Queensland.  

 
Henry had some positive meetings with them, but it was some years before 

they came into the Fellowship. They did have a representative, G. Domrow (by 
invitation) at the 1937 Conference. (Minutes of the United Conference of the 

Pentecostal Church of Australia and the Assemblies of God (Queensland) held in the 

Pentecostal Church. Lawson Square, Sydney. commencing, 9 o’clock on March 27th 1937) 

 
From May to November, he and Anne conducted 

evangelistic campaigns in many Queensland centres; along with 
E.M.(Ted) Irish, with tangible results in people coming to Christ 

and building up the assemblies.  
 

In 1937 he accepted the pastorate of the church in Toowoomba.  
This was the same year that the historical Sydney Conference 

was convened. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Edward “Ted” Irish 
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First Commonwealth Conference 

n 1937, following an Easter Convention, the “Pentecostal Church of Australia” and 

the “Assemblies of God in Queensland” met in the Pentecostal Church, Lawson 
Square, Sydney, New South Wales. 

On Saturday March 27th commencing at 9 o’clock, present were Pastors C.L. 
Greenwood, C.G. Enticknap, P. Duncan, H.E. Wiggins, W.A. Buchanan, J.M. 
Roberts, C. Reid, W. J. Enticknap, H. Slade, T. Reekie, C. Purvis, H. Luke, R. Smith, 

R. Ellis, D.H. Armstrong, A. Davidson, G. Domrow (Covenant Christian Church 
Brisbane by courtesy) and Sister N. Mather.  Henry Wiggins opened this historic 

conference with prayer.  

The Conference unanimously elected Charles L Greenwood as Chairman of 

the Conference and Henry Wiggins was appointed the Conference Secretary.  
(Foundations: Assemblies of God in Australia, 1937 Conference, Denis V. Smith) 

There was an eclectic mix of ages and personalities present. The Pentecostal 
Church of Australia founded in Melbourne was represented by Charles L. 

Greenwood. Philip B. Duncan led the church in Sydney. Both men exhibited strong 
personalities.   

The more democratic Assemblies of God Churches in Queensland, already 
operating as a fellowship of churches, were not led by such dominant personalities 

but by less assertive men such as the Enticknap brothers, Will and Charles. To 
add to this mix Henry, an educated Englishman and only 30 years old, recalled, 
“as a younger person I continuously sought the Lord for His wisdom, guidance and 

above all His anointing in addressing the issues confronting us.”  (Memoirs) 

The historical event was described, “Down to the real business of the 
Conference. Discussions, proposals, objections, rulings, but always resource ‘to 
the law and the testimony.’  Modern days may require modern methods, but the 

principles of ‘the faith which was once delivered unto the saints’ must remain 
unaltered. Prayer made in difficult matters. Personal opinions merged in the mind 

of the Spirit.  Agreements reached in major matters.” (Australian Evangel and Glad 

Tidings Messenger, August 1937, p4)  

I 



Pioneers of Pentecost in Australia                                                                                               Denis V Smith 

Henry and Anne Wiggins                                                                                                             Page 27 of 86 
 

Although there was generally overall harmony and unity, throughout the 
weekend, often heated discussion and debate took place. There were expressions 

of opposing views, identification of what could be changed or modified and what 
must never be changed. Inevitably, situations were resolved by the effective, 

fervent prayers of those present.   

Often reference was made to the operation of the Assemblies of God in the 

United States of America, the United Kingdom and in Queensland which had 
previously chosen the Assemblies of God name for its fellowship of Queensland 

churches.  These were the starting points in their discussions as agreements were 
reached on most of the critical issues.  

The conference formulated and accepted a United Constitution, which was 
the basis of a co-operative fellowship of autonomous churches, joining together 

to fulfil the Great Commission of Jesus Christ in Australia and overseas.  They 
clarified the matter of the Autonomy of States, Assembly structure, Gifts, 
Governance, the constitution and authority of the Executive Presbytery, Ministry 

qualifications and the establishment of a Bible School and a national publication. 

They laid the foundations for a Fellowship which still exists today as 

Australian Christian Churches. This small band of youthful leaders’ commitment 
was to God-ordained leadership, autonomy of churches, a world mission’s vision, 

a Bible school and the establishment of an official magazine called, “The Australian 
Evangel and Glad Tidings Messenger.”    

In the final leadership vote, Charles L. Greenwood was elected as 
Commonwealth Chairman and Charles G. Enticknap was elected as 

Commonwealth Vice-Chairman. Henry E. Wiggins, possibly because of his ten 
years’ involvement with the Assemblies of God in Great Britain and the knowledge 
gained about its formation and operation, together with his legal background and 

experience with the Queensland churches, was elected unanimously as 
Commonwealth Secretary/Treasurer. The Executive Presbytery members were C. 

L. Greenwood, C. G. Enticknap, P.B. Duncan, H.E. Wiggins, W.A. Buchanan, C. 
Reid and A.T. Davidson. 

Votes of thanks were recorded to C.L. Greenwood for his able performance 
as Chairman of the conference, to H. E. Wiggins for his patient fulfilment as 

secretary to the conference, and to C. G. Enticknap for his overall valuable 
assistance in many matters. 

The decision to establish the Assemblies of God in Australia was carried by 
a large majority of those present. 

The Evangel report recorded “The duties of Secretary/Treasurer of the AOG 
in Australia are many and oft-times arduous, but Pastor Wiggins at all times has 

laboured with sanctified zeal and untiring patience to carry out his duties of this 
little-known but most necessary department of the work. We thank God for his 

devotion and self-sacrifice, and pray that the Lord will continue to use those 
talents so fully consecrated to His service.” 

Eventually they issued ordination credentials to their ministers and Henry 
received the third ministerial certificate of new Fellowship.  
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As we look back to that moment in the history of Pentecost in Australia, we 
often visualise that those delegates were much older men and women. However, 

to give an indication of the “youthfulness” of those early national leaders, there 
were: 

 Charles L. Greenwood who was the eldest at 45 
 Charles G. Enticknap was 32  

 Henry Wiggins was the youngest member at 30.   
 Philip Duncan who was 38 

 William A. Buchanan, 44 
 William J. Enticknap 41  
 Alec T. Davidson, 35. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sadly, the deep rooted insularities of other States were not really dealt with 
in Sydney at the establishment of the Assemblies of God in Australia. “There was 
a tug-of-war between the leaders of the States as to where the authority, 

leadership and the Bible College should be.”  (Memoirs) 

Charles Greenwood         Charles Enticknap              Henry Wiggins 
              Chairman                        Vice Chairman                  Secretary/Treasurer 

Charles L Greenwood Ordination credential as Pastor/Evangelist, co-signed by Henry Wiggins 
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 Henry Wiggins (front left) with Delegates at the 1937 Queensland Assemblies of God Conference 
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Toowoomba 

n 1937 Henry had accepted the call to become pastor of the Toowoomba 

Assembly of God church, following W. H. Akehurst to the pastorate. 

He also attended the Queensland Biennial Conference in August where he was 

appointed Vice-Chairman of the Queensland State Presbytery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I 

Assemblies of God Queensland Executive 1935-1937 
Back Row – R. Greaves, H. Akehurst, T. Hallop (Treasurer), M. Armstrong, W. Lindsay 

Front Row – Mrs. L. M. Buchanan (Editor & General Secretary), W. A. Buchanan (Vice Chairman), C. G. 
Enticknap (Chairman) H. E. Wiggins (Commonwealth Treasurer/Secretary & Bible School Principal) 
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Although the reason for him to come to Australia did not come to fruition, 
Henry did open the first full-time Assembly of God Bible College in Queensland.  

He faced a variety of prejudicial oppositions to this move.   There was a blatant 
misinterpretation of 1 John 2: 27 – “Ye need not that any man teach thee” and a 

disregard for so many teaching references in the Bible such as – Ephesians 4:11-
12 “and He gave some apostles, and some prophets, and some evangelists, and 
some pastors and teachers for the perfecting of the saints for the work of the 

ministry.”  2 Timothy 2:2 “and the things that thou hast heard of me, among many 
witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men who shall be able to teach others 

also” to mention just a couple.  

In spite of these challenges, he moved ahead in God’s will.  With the 

commitment of C.B. Swenson, Theo Hallop and his wife as supporting tutors, the 
somewhat short-lived College left its mark upon those attending. 

 
The student list included Stan Douglas, Eddie Mayers, Ted Irish, Chris 

Frangos, Harold Lawrence, Mary Butcher, John Donovan, Don Dawson, Ethel 

White. An 80% entrance into the ministry resulted as contacts 40 years later 
confirmed.   

Peter, their first child was born on the 11th January 1938. During this period 
of ministry, they maintained three outstations in the Toowoomba area and opened 

up the Chinchilla Assembly.  Their second son, Mark was born on the 16th July 
1940. 

At the next State Conference, Henry was appointed Chairman of the 
Queensland Assemblies of God for the first time, and visited extensively 

throughout the state, as so many assemblies needed encouragement and support.  

Back Row: Mary Butcher, John Donovan, Stan Douglas, Don Dawson, Eddie Mayers 

Front Row: Ethel White, Theo Hallop, Henry Wiggins, Anne Wiggins with Peter Wiggins 
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He held a strong belief, possibly based on the Assemblies of God in the 
United Kingdom practice, that the Chairman’s position should change quite 

regularly, so he served for two years only. 

With Pastor William H. Akehurst, who was Queensland northern 
Superintendent, Henry travelled to Daintree in North Queensland to lay the 
foundations for a future work there. They arranged to meet the local farmers to 

discuss their proposed plan to acquire land to settle the indigenous Daintree 
people.  This was accomplished in an amazing fashion. He also investigated, (on 

behalf of the Queensland government) the desperate needs for housing and 
welfare of these people.  The Akehursts did a wonderful job in the early 
establishment of the Daintree Mission, but they suffered many challenges and 

privations during this settling in period.    

 

Pastor Harold and Edith Akehurst 
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Later, Hugh S. G. Davidson moved from 
Toowoomba with their family to take the 

oversight of the Daintree Mission. Henry 
commented, “It was indeed a joyful occasion 

for me, as State Chairman, to open the church 
on the Daintree Mission station. Later, in 1954, 
most unexpectedly, I received an invitation to 

attend a royal function with Queen Elizabeth, 
on her first visit to Australia, in 

acknowledgment of the work we did to improve 
the lives of the Daintree people.” (Memoirs)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Davidson family being farewelled from Toowoomba by Pastor Henry E Wiggins 

The Davidson family  
Hugh, John, Pat, Alan and Agnes at Daintree, North Queensland 

Visit of Queen Elizabeth 
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Opening of Daintree Mission, North Queensland in 1941 (Government Archives) 
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Commonwealth Conferences  

n 1939, C.L. Greenwood opened their second Commonwealth Conference 
at Richmond Temple, Melbourne stating, “There could be no doubt now 

as to the unanimity that prevailed amongst the members of the Executive 
Presbytery and General Presbytery.  It was possible to build a splendid Pentecostal 
work to the Glory of God.” (Commonwealth Conference Minutes 1939) At this time, 

there were 39 assemblies and 54 ordained ministers in the Fellowship.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I 

Delegates at the 1939 Assemblies of God in Australia Conference 
L-R Back Row: E.C. Greenwood, G. Chapman, Roy Bearham, W. Enticknap, H. Luke. M. Armstrong, R. Smith, G. Taylor, H. Lowe 

L-R Centre Row: S. Douglas, T.L. Evans, M. Grayson, Miss Scott, Hazel Ellis, Nina Youlden, Nellie Mather, Unknown, Unknown, T. Hallop, C.B. Harris 
L-R Front Row: A.T. Davidson, L. Buchanan, W.A. Buchanan, H.E. Wiggins, C.L. Greenwood, C.G. Enticknap, P.B. Duncan, C. Reid, H.S. Slade, J.E. Ellis 
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Charles G. Enticknap outlined the missionary 
constitution and proposed activities among the 

aborigines and South Sea Islanders in Northern 
Queensland and the islands.  

A work among the aborigines of north 
Queensland had been pioneered some years earlier by 

‘Sister Hetherington,’ as she was known. She lived 
among the Daintree camps where she preached the 

Gospel, baptising scores of believers in water.   

She later moved to the ‘Gorge Mission’ on the 

Mossman River. She was supported in her ministry by 
Sisters D. Smith and Vale. C.G. Enticknap had opened 

a new church building there in 1938. (Australian Evangel 

and Glad Tidings 

Messenger Vol.5 No.8)    

At the 1941 Conference, Evangelism was 
considered to be a major need of and prayer 

and fasting were encouraged.  The fledgling 
Fellowship had faced its challenges and at the 
conference, the Chairman exhorted members to 

work together, submitting to one another in 
grace, that the desire of their hearts for Holy 

Ghost progress might be accomplished.   

He stated that he, together with other 

leaders from the southern states were finding it 
difficult to work under the present Constitution.  

He expressed his sorrow that he could not 
report any real progress in the movement in the 
course of the last two years and expressed his 

desire for something concrete to be forthcoming 
from this conference. Full discussion as to the 

need of aggressive evangelism took place, in 
view of their belief in the imminent return of the 
Lord. Much time was given to Constitutional 

matters.  
 

Henry E. Wiggins was elected as the Commonwealth Chairman at the age 
of 34; P.B. Duncan, Vice-Chairman and Mrs. Leila Buchanan, Secretary/Treasurer. 

 

In 1941, Pastor W. Akehurst, (North Queensland Assemblies of God 

Superintendent), and Chairman, Pastor H. E. Wiggins arrived in Cairns by train and 

proceeded to the Gorge, Mossman, where nestled Sister Hetherington’s Mission 
for Aboriginals.  Isabel Hetherington looked frailer than in past days, but was 

happy to have the youthful vigour and faithful help of Ena Outen. They visited the 
local Protector, Sergeant Rinaldi who revealed a most sympathetic attitude on the 
part of the authorities towards the Mission.   

 

“Old Sister Smith at Daintree” 
Inscription on back of photo 

 

Daintree, North Queensland 
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They arrived at Daintree at a late hour to be graciously welcomed by Agnes 
Davidson the indefatigable wife of the Superintendent, who had been carrying on 

all the activities of the Mission in the absence of her husband. 
 

The early mists of the following morning presaged a hot day for their tour 
of inspection of the Mission. Escorted by King Toby, they inspected the village with 
it variety of primitive dwellings, some semi-circular in shape, some square, some 

of grass and a few of iron, but all smoke-begrimed from the inevitable fire so 
beloved of the people in the centre of the dwelling. 

 

 

 

 

“Sweet Potato Garden c 1941”                                    “The model home of the village” 
                                                      (Inscriptions on back of photos) 
 

Nellie and Isabel Hetherington                                                         Isabel’s Grave 
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The Cairns Post (5/8/41) reported this momentous event in its pages: 

 

 

 

 

“The visitors included Pastor Wiggins, of Toowoomba; Pastor Akehurst of Mackay; Bro. 

Dayman, of Townsville; Pastor and Mrs Smith, late of Japan; Pastor and Mrs Irish, of Cairns; 

and members of the Assembly of God at Deeral, Mossman and Saltwater Creek. 

On Sunday July 27, 1941, the Mission was officially opened. The Australian Evangel and Glad 

Tidings Messenger (Oct.) reported Ten thirty a.m. saw a gathering of some 180 persons 

before the Mission church ready for the dedicatory service. The proceedings commenced with 

the singing of the hymn, ‘The Church’s One Foundation’, after which Pastor Akehurst prayed 

God’s blessing upon the gathering. The superintendent of the mission (Pastor H. Davidson) 

briefly introduced Pastor Wiggins, who then dedicated the church and the mission to the 

glory of God and the praise of His name. 

The unlocking of the church door was the signal for the congregation to move in and take 

their places in the church for the service. After the singing of some Gospel Choruses Pastor 

Smith, late of Japan, led the congregation in a prayer of thanksgiving for mercies and 

benefits. 

‘The mission superintendent then read the Scripture reading, which was taken from Psalm 

100 and Psalm 84, after which one of the mission boys, Charlie Sykes, repeated the 23rd 

Psalm. 

Pastor Wiggins expressed his appreciation, together with the appreciation of the whole of the 

Assemblies of God in Australia, to those who had helped and worked and so made the 

opening day possible. Those to whom the words of appreciation were expressed were as 

follows: - The Government and Chief Protector of Aborigines for their assistance and counsel; 

the Sergeant of Police at Mossman, who helped in the finding of the location and many other 

ways; Pastor and Mrs Akehurst, of Mackay, who laid the foundation of the mission by securing 

the property and building the mission church; Mr and Mrs Osbourne, of Hillcrest, Daintree, 

for their assistance and material help; Miss Hetherington, of the Gorge, Mossman, and King 

Toby, who was so keen and helpful in shifting the people on to the mission, finally, Pastor 

and Mrs Davidson, late of Toowoomba, who had left all at the call of the Lord and came to 

North Queensland to superintend the mission.  

Following some items of song by the Daintree people, Pastor Akehurst, Northern District 

Superintendent, spoke on the words of Psalm 92: I, "It is good to give thanks to God." The 

next speaker was Miss Hetherington who spoke of the early days of pioneering among the 

natives in the North. At this juncture, Pastor Irish sang the negro spiritual, ‘Come, Come to 

Jesus’. 

Pastor Wiggins then spoke from 2 Chronicles 46: 41 - 42, the theme of which was the erection 

of Solomon’s temple and Solomon’s prayer for the continual presence and blessing of God. 

The service closed with the singing of the hymn, ‘Onward, Christian Soldiers’. 
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The Assemblies of God Executive Presbytery recognised the need of 
practical training of prospective Ministers and Missionaries. Henry was in hearty 

sympathy with every effort to provide such training along satisfactory lines.  So 
that a suitable scheme of training might be adopted to meet the needs of the 

Assemblies of God in Australia, he was engaged to undertake a study of these 
needs. 

A four-year study identified many, amongst which four outstanding ones were 
the need for: 

 uniformity of teaching of the main fundamentals 
 understanding of pastoral methods and procedures 

 improvement of vocal powers in preaching and singing 
 elevating the educational standards 

It was agreed that the Bible Training School conducted by Henry Wiggins in 
Toowoomba ‘met with unqualified success,’ but it was anticipated that a much 

larger scheme for Bible training would be launched in the near future.  Following 
this, the first Assemblies of God in Australia Bible School later commenced in 
Melbourne Victoria in 1948 and was moved to Brisbane Queensland in 1949. 

“In 1941 in response to widespread and strong appeal from the Queensland 

brethren and various numbers of others, I allowed my name to be put forward for 
the Assemblies of God Commonwealth Conference chairmanship. I was elected by 
a large majority. My appointment followed the initial one of C. L. Greenwood, but 

it resulted in what I can only call personal and political negative reactions from 
south of the Queensland border. In accordance with my principle of changing top 

positions quite regularly in His work, I did not allow my name to be re-submitted 
after two years. Then, C. L. Greenwood was again appointed as our fellowship 
Chairman.” (Memoirs) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wiggins Family in Toowoomba, Queensland, 1944 
Mark   Henry   Peter   Anne 
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During his time as Commonwealth Chairman, Redemption Tidings in the 
United Kingdom published extracts from a letter of received from Henry while he 

served as Commonwealth Chairman of the Assemblies of God in Australia. 

 

After seven years of successful ministry building up the Toowoomba 
assembly, in 1944 they started a fund for the construction of a new church 
building. Redemption Tidings U.K. published a report from the "Australian 

Evangel" which contained this encouraging news from H. E. Wiggins: "Two 
hundred present (in the Toowoomba Assembly) last night. Thirteen baptised 

water. Eighteen decisions—sinners and backsliders." (Redemption Tidings, vol. 20, 

nos. 1-26, 1 Jan. - 15 Dec. 1944)  
 

 

 

Redemption Tidings 

"Next Wednesday (June 24th) we shall have been in Australia seven years. It must 

be 14 years since I spent a period in the Bible School. Since leaving the School I 

have travelled about 100,000 miles in Bible School, Evangelistic, teaching and 

pastoral duties. One factor stands out above all others in my experience in 

Australia and that is that Bible School training, and plenty of it, is absolutely 

essential for a progressive work. I have repeatedly watched the tragedy, of 

untrained men floundering in Assembly difficulties, and wrecking both Assembly 

and their own experience in the process.  

 

For the last two years I have been State Chairman and have delighted in the 

oversight of the 30 small but sweet Assemblies in Queensland. Last year I was 

made Commonwealth Chairman but shall be happy to lay down such 

responsibilities when my two years are up. Last year I had the privilege of opening 

a large Mission amongst primitive Aborigines, at a place called Daintree. When I 

tour the State as Chairman I travel no less than 3,000 miles in touching 30 

Assemblies, or approximately the same distance as one and half times round 

England and Wales. Mrs. Wiggins and I are now anxious for this ghastly war to 

cease so that we can spend an overdue furlough in England.  

 

May I offer the students in the School a few hints which are the outcome of a 

fairly wide experience: —  

 

a) Make full use of your study time -while you have the opportunity. 

In the busy life on active service you will find it hard to increase 

your knowledge.  

b) Keep yourselves free from matrimonial understandings until you 

have had a chance to prove your ministry and be careful in the 

choice of a companion. 

c) Abhor ministerial jealousy as you would the plague. This is the 

cause of so much strife.  

d) Avoid the mistake of thinking organization and carnal methods can 

substitute true spiritual power.  

e) Remember that prayer remains the preliminary to successful 

Christian living and preaching." 
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Henry and Anne felt their time at Toowoomba was over and they made 
plans for returning to England, but were dependent on the outcomes of World War 

II for a date of departure.  

 

The family moved to Maryborough for 
the next twelve months. Soon after this, 
Pastor E. M. (Ted) Irish came from the 

Maryborough assembly to lead the 
Toowoomba church.  

 

 

The Assembly of God Tabernacle in Russell Street was comfortably filled on 

Sunday at the farewell services of Pastor Wiggins. Coming to Australia from 
England about nine years ago, Pastor Wiggins toured the greater part of the 
eastern States, visiting Assemblies and doing evangelistic work, through which 

he became endeared to many friends throughout the Commonwealth.  

He occupied a call to the pastorate of the Toowoomba Assembly seven years 
ago and during this period of his ministry occupied the positions of secretary, 
and later chairman, of the Commonwealth Presbytery. An able teacher of the 

Word of God and experienced in Bible School methods, the Pastor soon 
gathered together a number of young men and put them through a training 

course which has been of immense benefit not only to them but also to the 
work as a whole.  

The Toowoomba Assembly was quick to recognise the worth of such a splendid 
ministry and repeatedly invited Pastor Wiggins to continue in the charge of the 

Toowoomba and district work; however, after seven years of fruitful and 
appreciated service the Pastor felt that the time had come for him to move on, 
and the Assembly reluctantly bade him farewell.  

On Saturday night last the church tea and farewell to Pastor and Mrs. Wiggins 
was held and about 150 sat down to tea with the guests of honour. The 

speakers made appreciative references to the able ministry and Christian 
character of the Pastor and his wife. A generous and useful presentation was 

made. Among the Pastor’s most treasured possessions is a file of letters from 
converts and friends, written in appreciation of his spiritual help and advice.  

During his seven years’ ministry the local church has progressed, and even 
during the trying years of 1942 and 1943 enjoyed many evidences of the 

blessing of God. Pastor Wiggins has accepted a call to the pastorate of the 
Maryborough Assembly, and will be succeeded in Toowoomba by Pastor 
Edward Irish. After the war he and his family hope to return to the "Old 

Country" for an extended visit. The Pastor and his wife will leave Toowoomba 
with their Toowoomba-born children, Peter and Mark, with the good wishes of 

their many friends."(Toowoomba Chronicle) 

Maryborough Assembly of God 
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Return to the United Kingdom 

enry and Anne had received many offers of ministry from the United 

Kingdom and after eleven years in Australia, they felt God’s leading to return 
to the country of their birth. 

As this was in the midst of the Second World War, it was a waiting game to 
obtain passage by boat. The family moved to Maryborough and served as pastors 

of that church for twelve months as they awaited passage to England.  On the 20th 
May 1944 their first daughter Patricia was born in Maryborough.  

At the 1945 Australian Commonwealth Conference, Philip B. Duncan was 
elected Chairman of the Fellowship.   

“The war years were tough, but His church, triumphant, usually thrives 
when circumstances are challenging,” Henry commented. (Memoirs) 

Philip Duncan reflected in hindsight concerning the state of the Assemblies 
of God Fellowship, “We all wanted our own territory – to have the best results. We 

were all seeking our own, provoked by a spiritual jealousy. In consequence we 
entered into a time of stagnation and personal rivalry. This was some eight years 

after the formation of the Assemblies of God in Australia.” 

The Wiggins family transferred to the Woombye assembly for ministry and 

helped in building the manse, still waiting patiently for a boat. The manse had just 
been finished and dedicated, when notification of a ship arrived.  

It was a barely converted troop ship called the RMS Rangitiki.  At the start 
of the Second World War the ship had been used for transporting children from 

Britain to Australia before being converted into a troop ship. It had been attacked 
during the War but returned to service between Britain, Australia and New 
Zealand.  

H 
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In 1945 the Rangitiki carried numerous servicemen home from Britain as 
well as a number of war brides. Following an extensive refit in 1947–48 the ship 

continued in service; but according to Henry, “it was an extremely Spartan 
vessel.” (Memoirs) In 1946, the family arrived in England.  Henry was soon involved 

in a heavy program of evangelistic campaigns, conventions and teaching in three 
churches in Yorkshire and Lancashire which he pastored over a five-year period.   

“Travelling and pastoring as a family of six was a definite walk of faith,” he 
recalled. (Memoirs) 

Henry continued his walk of faith and testified, “I knew that Philippians 4:19 
had always been my experience. However, on one occasion early in our time in 

Yorkshire, with little income received, our kitchen was very bare. Very late that 
night, on my knees, I struggled with our situation before the Lord.  At close to 

midnight I clearly heard God say ‘get up out of your house, and go to the 
intersection of the two main roads in the city.’ I thought ‘did I really hear this from 
the Lord?’ He repeated His instruction.  Not understanding how this would help 

our food situation, I obeyed His word. On arriving at the main roads intersection 
I felt strange, lonely and confused. I was ready to return home when a truck drove 

to the intersection and turned the corner where I was standing. It was a delivery 
truck loaded with fish for the market. As it turned, a box fell off the back of its 
load, slid across the road and came to rest right at my feet. It was full of fresh 

fish. When I looked up the truck had vanished in the distance. My God has always 
supplied our needs according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus. Just one of 

many amazing times when He has proved His faithfulness, and has never seen us 
‘begging bread.’” (Memoirs) 

Redemption Tidings advertised him as one of the speakers in Central 
London following his notification that he would be returning to the U. K. “Brother 

Wiggins writes that he expects to arrive in this country about Easter-time. All 
correspondence should be forwarded to him c/o 18 Samuel Street, Balby, 

Doncaster. He will be happy to accept invitations for campaigns and meetings for 
the deepening of spiritual life.” (Redemption tidings, vol. 22, nos. 1-26, 4 Jan. - 20 

Dec. 1946) 

 

The May 10th, 1946 issue of Redemption Tidings announced, “Henry Wiggins 
has now returned to this country from Australia, and our whole fellowship extends 

to both him and his family a very hearty welcome. May the blessing of God be 
upon our brother’s gifted ministry as once again, enriched by wider experience, 

he preaches the Word of God among our assemblies. He will be at Doncaster for 
Whitsuntide. (Redemption Tidings, Redemption Tidings, vol. 22, 4 Jan. - 20 Dec. 1946) 

CENTRAL LONDON: CONVENTION. 57th Gathering of the Bible School and 

Missionary Association. Easter Monday, 22nd April, at 11, 3 and 6.30, in the 

Great Kingsway Hall, Kingsway, W.C. Speakers: C. H. Duncombe and A. F. 

Missen, also Henry Wiggins (if able to arrive in time from Australia). 

Chairman: Howard Carter, Overseer of the Bible School and Missionary, 

Association. Singing by the Norwegian Choir, also by Miss Vila Ryder of 

Rushden. Opportunity for those seeking Healing and the Infilling of the Holy 

Spirit. 
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He was one of the featured speakers at the Mansfield Woodhouse Whit 
Convention from May 24-27 “H. E. Wiggins (Royston) Sherlock (Derby). Saturday 

to Monday at the 3 pm and 6.30 pm meetings.” (Redemption Tidings, vol. 23, nos. 

1-26, 3 Jan. - 19 Dec. 1947) During this time, Henry also served as Chairman of the 

two largest Assembly of God District Councils in England – Yorkshire and 
Lancashire. 

 

One of the most colourful and respected of leaders of the Pentecostal 
Movement was Smith Wigglesworth. He was born in Yorkshire in 1859, the 

grandson of an active old-time Wesleyan Methodist who took the lad along to 
chapel. His family were poor and industrious and he began to work long hours in 
the turnip fields at the age of six, and when he was only nine years old he got a 

full-time job at the local textile mill where he had to keep going for twelve hours 
a day. Throughout his childhood he prayed, indeed he said "I can never recollect 

a time when I did not long for God." 
 
He became an almost legendary figure in his own life time. At one stage he 

seemed to epitomise Pentecostalism. He was poorly educated, gruff, uninhibited 
somewhat unpredictable and said to have read only one book all his life – the 

Bible. Yet he travelled all over the world, possessed an amazing faith in Christ’s 
power to heal and was reputed to have raised the dead.  

It was during Henry’s time in England that the inimitable evangelist, Smith 
Wigglesworth’s old friend Wilfred Richardson, a faithful and beloved pastor and 

counsellor, had died in a terrible winter of snow in 1947. (The Pentecostal Movement 

– A Short History and an Interpretation for British Readers, Donald Gee) Smith 
Wigglesworth insisted on going to the funeral at Wakefield Glad Tidings Hall, in 

February. Probably it was climbing the steep flights of steps up to the Chapel in 
the bitter cold that was too much for his heart. 

His son-in-law, James Salter, who 
was to conduct the service, Frederick 

Watson and Donald Gee were waiting in the 
vestry where a cheerful fire was burning. 

Brother Wigglesworth seemed well and 
greeted each them with a few kind words 
and the usual kiss.  

Almost his last words were a loving 

enquiry about the health of a daughter of 
the Church Secretary (Mr Hibbert), for 
whom he recently had prayed. He sat down 

and then almost immediately seemed to 
have a kind of stroke.  

The three of us surrounded him and cried earnestly to the Lord. But it was 
God’s will to take him home. There was no pain; no struggling; it was all over in 

a few minutes. We could hardly persuade ourselves to believe that he had really 
gone on. Quietly we laid him on the floor and kissed that noble brow. 

Mr Salter fetched his wife Alice (Wigglesworth’s daughter) from out of the 
stunned congregation.” (Seven Pentecostal Pioneers, Colin Whittaker, 1983) 

Alice & James Salter 
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James, (Jimmy) Salter wrote after the funeral: “On March 12th 1947 in the 
vestry of Glad Tidings Hall, Wakefield, Mr Smith Wigglesworth discarded his 

‘earthly house of this tabernacle’. He would have attained his 88th birthday on June 
8th.  

Donald Gee officiated at his funeral on 
Monday March 17th, in the Elim Church in Bradford. 

Hebrews chapter eleven was read, which, said 
Donald Gee, ‘contained Wigglesworth’s favourite 

subject, faith, and if he did not start his address with 
it, he very soon got there.’ 

At the graveside the large crowd of mourners 
sang Wigglesworth’s favourite chorus: ‘Only 

Believe.’ 

Smith Wigglesworth’s body was buried in Nab 

Wood Cemetery located in Shipley, Bingley Road in 
West Yorkshire.  He was laid to rest with his wife, 
Polly, whom he had buried thirty-four years before. 

The gravestone bore the text of his choice for her: ‘I 
am the Resurrection and the Life.’ Such faith can 

never die! (Seven Pentecostal Pioneers, Colin Whittaker, 

1983) 

Henry was present at the service when 
Smith Wigglesworth died in Wakefield on 

March 12th 1947 and also at his funeral. 
(Memoirs) 

On the 18th November 1947, Henry and 
Anne’s second daughter Iris was born. 

In 1950, Henry was in charge of the 
Mosten and Blackley Assemblies of God 

churches at Manchester. He announced his 
permanent address as 114 Broadway, New 
Mosten, Manchester to the UK Fellowship. 
(Redemption Tidings, vol. 26)  

 

Smith Wigglesworth 

Wigglesworth family grave 
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Smith Wigglesworth Family circa 1900 

Smith Wigglesworth with his son Seth, his grandson Leslie 

(Elim Missionary) and his great-grandson, Brian 
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A Last Look at Smith Wigglesworth 

HENRY E. WIGGINS 

He passed away yesterday. The "Apostle of Faith" of the Pentecostal movement—

Smith Wigglesworth. The Yorkshire countryside, so long mantled in white in this, the 
bitterest winter in living memory, was obliterated by a driving snow-blizzard. Pastors and 
people from many parts were gathering to honour the passing of "Father Richardson," as 

he was affectionately known throughout Yorkshire. Then we saw the beloved figure of Smith 
Wigglesworth slowly ascend the long flight of steps leading up to Glad Tidings Tabernacle, 

Wakefield. The bitter weather had not deterred this grand old man from paying his last 
respects to one of his early contemporaries in the Pentecostal movement.  

Steadily he made his way to the vestry of the beautiful old Church, as the strains 
from the lovely pipe organ filled the sanctuary. His progress was followed by the 

affectionate glances of us all, for he was endeared to all our hearts.  

We learnt afterwards that the old warrior greeted the members of the Executive 

present, then sat down and "doffed his uniform" and was forever with the Lord.  

Tears leapt into the eyes of even strong men when the realisation came that the 

Divine Summoner had passed through our midst and called the world-renowned "Apostle 
of Faith" to his last rest. We did not feel unmitigated sorrow for his passing, but rather the 

stunned sorrow of recognition that our old stalwarts were passing on all too quickly. As the 
service proceeded our Bros. Gee, Salter and Watson made the veil between us and the 
eternal land where our loved ones have gone seem "strangely thin," and did we catch the 

echo of our Brother’s glad Hallelujah as he joined the heavenly band!  

With the congregation dispersed we craved and obtained permission to take a last 
look at the beloved form. Never will the writer forget the tumult of emotion that filled his 
heart as he gazed upon the sleeping Seer. The years fell away and again I could see the 

scene of twenty years before, when as a critically-minded Baptist I sat in the huge tent 
erected on land kindly lent by the Rev. Stuart Fox in North London, and prepared to be at 

the most amused! But from the moment the dynamic preacher from Bradford took control 
until his flood of Holy Ghost oratory ceased I was arrested, disarmed, and then fully 
convinced of the supernatural origin of the Pentecostal truth and testimony. Thus it was 

the case everywhere he travelled—America; Scandinavia, Australia, New Zealand and other 
countries—the very sincerity, sanctity and supernatural enduement (sic) that characterised 

his ministry stamped him as a prophet.  

Now Smith Wigglesworth has passed over, but the God of Smith Wigglesworth is still 

omnipotently (sic) present with us.  

I passed from the hallowed spot with the breathed prayer of the young prophet of 
old on my lips, "I pray thee, let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me." May the mantle 
of power and grace that sat so manifestly upon Smith Wigglesworth fall upon worthy 

successors in this generation. 
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Towards the end of 1950 Henry had visits from 

Donald Gee and Elton Hill from the USA.  

Henry recalled, “They both, independently, believed 
strongly that ‘God’s future plan for the Australian Fellowship 
included my ministry there, and they both were aware of 

the high esteem and excellent reputation in which we were 
held there,’ so we were encouraged to return to minister in 

Australia.” 

Within one month of these visits from his colleagues, 

Donald Gee and Elton Hill, Henry received a letter from the Woombye Assembly 
in Queensland inviting him to resume the pastorate there.   “We knew the peace 

of God regarding this possible move, and, with such strong confirmations, God’s 
will for us was clear-cut,” Henry remarked. (Memoirs) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Derby. Our assembly has just experienced a refreshing from five days’ ministry 
by our Brother H. E. Wiggins.  In spite of the severe weather, the believers 

turned up well, to benefit from the challenging exposition and exhortations of 
the Scriptures.  Several Christians friends of other churches in town came along 
and followed the instructive addresses with a keen relish.  Many of the people 

signified their intention to answer the call to renewed consecration. We 
earnestly hope for another visit from our beloved brother Wiggins. 

Scunthorpe: The new year brought to a close Henry Wiggins’ first pastorate 
since his return from Australia. Scunthorpe was sorry to lose such a very 

capable leader but he felt no uncertainty about his call to Royston.  His 
personality left a marked impression and he made a fine job of everything he 

touched.  One cannot forget him baptising three believers in water. One had a 
vision of the Lord; another swept away in the Spirit, while the husband stood 
on the seat with flowing tears. (Excerpt from Redemption Tidings UK, 14th March 

1947) 

Donald Gee 
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Back to Australia 

he Wiggins family prepared for their return to Australia after spending nearly 

five years in England. In 1951, the family boarded the small P & O ship, the 
Ormonde and departed for their country of adoption, Australia. 

Henry became the pastor of the Woombye assembly and people enjoyed 
his highly successful Bible teaching.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“We had a wonderful and large youth group, a number of whom went to the 
New Guinea Mission and elsewhere in the Assemblies of God ministry. We also had 

the first male quartet which comprised Murray and Graham Kuskopf, Brian Kaye 
and Don Smith.  

T 

Woombye Assembly of God 
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We witnessed another example of God’s present day healing power with Mr. 
Maurice Smith, the father of the well-known Smith family in Nambour. He suffered 

a serious illness and was hospitalized. I visited him and had Communion with him 
and claimed his healing. The prayer of faith saved the sick and the Lord raised 

him up. Hallelujah!” (Memoirs) 

Over Christmas 1951, the church conducted a tent mission at Maroochydore 

which resulted in many contacts. Two of these were Mr & Mrs Herb Day, who later 
served for many years in the Stafford assembly. (Later renamed Northside Christian 

Family and then Nexus). 

A year later, Henry introduced the idea of Christmas Camp outreach 

meetings into Queensland. The camp was conducted at Caloundra, with tents 
accommodating 300 people and it was packed out. Guest speakers were Pastor 
George Oldershaw from England and Pastor Ralph Read from Australia.    Henry 

recalled, “I was greatly supported by Murray Kuskopf as song and meeting leader. 
Many owe their introduction to Pentecost to this venture.”  (Memoirs)  

 
Throughout his ministry, Henry always strived to follow God’s direction in 

absolute faith coupled with a strong sense of financial responsibility. When this 

Camp concluded there was a surplus of £250 (pounds) left in trust for a future 
camp area in Caloundra.   Following this, Henry accepted a call to the pastorate 

of Maryborough in Queensland where he served the Lord from 1953 - 1957.  He 
organised the Assemblies of God Queensland State Conference at Alexandra 
Headlands where he was again appointed as State Chairman, and later, 

Commonwealth Secretary. Derrick and Wynn Herschell managed the catering for 
this.  

 
In May 1953 Henry had conducted meetings at the Oakleigh Assembly of 

God in Victoria.  A young lady was impacted by his ministry and obtained his 
signature for her autograph collection. Four years later, when Pastor and Mrs. 
Howard Carter from the United Kingdom were ministering at Oakleigh she 

obtained their autographs to remind herself of the blessing and challenge they had 
on her life. Her name was Nola Ridgway and little did anyone know that in 1964 

she would marry Henry and Anne’s second son, Mark.   
 

Autograph Book signed by the Howard Carters and Henry E Wiggins 
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Back in Queensland, in 1955, Henry investigated and located an excellent 

site on which to establish a camp at Burleigh Heads consisting of 63 acres and a 
house for just £2500 (pounds). He took an option on it, with a view to having the 
Queensland Executive secure it for a State Camp. This did not eventuate, so they 

passed the option over to Glad Tidings Tabernacle.  This city church went on to 
establish it as the well-known Burleigh Christmas Camp. 

  

Burleigh Heads Campers 

Assembly of God Neil Street Toowoomba Opening in June 1954 

Back Row: Lloyd Averill, James Wallace, W. Alec Buchanan, Henry E. Wiggins, Felix Lloyd-Smith, 
Salvation Army Representative, C. B. Swenson 

Front Row: Will Enticknap, Mrs. Anderson, Pastor E. M. Irish, Mayor ‘Curley’ Anderson 
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 “We were blessed to host a 
visit to the Maryborough church, a 

very dear friend from the Congo, 
Pastor Willie (W.P.F) Burton. What 

an amazing missionary, who 
established 1000 churches in a 
most hostile country. How he 

challenged our hearts to spread 
the Word of God around the world. 

As was his generous habit he 
painted a typical Congo scene in 
water colours for us.”  (Memoirs) 

The Wiggins family welcomed Peter 
Tapau at Maryborough church from Murray 
Island into their home for extended Bible 

school training. Peter had served as a Lance 
Corporal in the Torres Strait Light Infantry 

Battalion during the Second World War. 
(Australian War Memorial) He had come to Christ 
through the ministry of Pastor David and Wyn 

Bell. (Walking with Christ, Ralph Morley) On his 
return to the Thursday Island group he had an 

anointed ministry and became a wonderful 
community leader.” (Memoirs) 

 

W.P.F. Burton painting 

Peter Tapau, Maryborough Assembly 
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1957 and 1958 brought some new challenges with their associated changes 
to Henry and Anne Wiggins. “With an urgent need to grow our Fellowship, I was 

appointed as Commonwealth Home Missions Co-ordinator. Needing to be 
independently housed, we moved by faith to Casino, N.S.W. for our headquarters.”  
(Memoirs) 

 

He investigated possibilities at Mt. Isa, in Queensland and held meetings 

with 35 attending. There were a number of decisions for Christ recorded. The work 
was then handed over to the Queensland State Executive to provide further 
development.  

The Oakleigh Assembly of God church sponsored him to conduct evangelistic 

meetings at Moe, in Victoria. Around 45 came to the meetings. While there, Henry 
led the small congregation to raise £250 (pounds) which allowed the people to 
purchase four blocks of land on which to build a church in the future. 
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Henry travelled to South 
Australia and spent eleven weeks 

preaching at the Franklin Street 
church.   

Pastor John Job then became the 
Pastor.  He successfully moved the 

church location to Payneham. This 
later became the Klemzig 

Assembly of God, then relocated to 
the suburb of Paradise. (Now 

Influencers church) 

Since there was no Assemblies of 
God work in Tasmania, he spent 

much time investigating the State 
and seeking God’s direction 

concerning the establishment of a 
church there.   

This resulted in Pastor Dave Morris moving to Hobart to establish the 
assembly. In 1961 Philip Hills went to pastor a work at Launceston and, in 1964 

David Cartledge went to Devonport.  In 1965 Peter Wiggins followed Dave Morris 
to Hobart. 

The work of Commonwealth Home Missions ceased to 
continue as the Home Missions Chairman left Australia, and 

State co-operation and financial support was definitely lacking. 
The final bank balance in this account was several hundred 
pounds. (Memoirs) 

From 1958 to 1966, Henry became the Editor of the 
Australian Evangel, and received excellent contributions and 

co-operation for the next eight and a half years. Anne Wiggins 
contributed a regular encouragement feature for ladies called 

‘Through a Woman’s Window.’ This was later published in two 
books.   

Franklin Street Church 

Henry Wiggins 1957 
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When he had concluded his term as Editor the 
Australian Evangel was debt free. “Pastor H. E. 

Wiggins, for many years Editor of the Australian 
Evangel, presented his final report to Conference, after 
fruitful labours in improving and building up the 

circulation of our official organ. Circulation peaked and 
finances are healthy. Conference paid tribute to Pastor 

Wiggins for a sacrificial job well done. Conference 
appointed as co-editors, Pastor Ralph Read, former, 
Evangel editor, and Bob Pearson, former editor of the 

C.A. Call.” (Australian Evangel Report) 
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40 Years in Ministry  

n 1959, Henry and Anne, with their family moved to Melbourne to pastor the 
Oakleigh assembly at 81 Atherton Road. (pictured above) They spoke of the 

wonderful group of young people attending church and saw good growth. He 
was also an active member of the local minister’s fraternal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I 

Henry and Anne Wiggins and family at the Oakleigh Manse circa 1959 
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They maintained the strong and 
active world missions’ vision of the 

congregation which was always a vital 
part of their ongoing ministry.  They 

encouraged the strong, prayerful and 
practical support of many missionaries. 
Three of their close missionary friends 

were W.F.P. Burton, James Salter and 
Teddy Hodgson who served God in the 

Congo.  

“We were devastated to hear of 

the murder of Teddy Hodgson and 
Elton Knauf in 1961,” Henry 

commented, “Tertullian said ‘the blood 
of the martyrs is the seed of the 
church,’ but our loss was Heaven’s 

gain.” (Memoirs) 

In 1962, Henry was appointed Vice Chairman of the Commonwealth 
Fellowship. The Oakleigh church opened up a new building for the Oakleigh 
Assembly as a Mission Church in Moorabbin. At that time, there were only nine 

registered Assemblies of God churches in Victoria. The church provided further 
assistance to the emerging Tasmanian Fellowship.  

Church listings – Assemblies of God in Australia - 1961 

Teddy Hodgson, Willie Burton and James Salter 
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“We had the privilege of ministering with Philip Hills and 
receiving into membership, the first 26 members of the 

Launceston church. Among these new members was Barry 
Hill, who later became the State Co-ordinator of Ministry of 

Evangelism in Queensland.  I then conducted the first Camp 
for Tasmania at Snug, 30 kilometres south of Hobart.” 
(Memoirs)  

Following this time, Henry accepted a call to pastor the 
Parkes Assembly of God church in New South Wales and the 

Oakleigh church welcomed Des Penny as their new Pastor. 

1962 – 1964 was a period of great challenge as the youth ministry in the 
Parkes church was severely run-down, but the congregation later saw good signs 
of growth. Henry continued the successful Radio ministry that was started by 

Pastor Alec T. Davidson. 

 

 

Another great challenge was Anne’s fight against colon cancer. “The 
doctor’s prognosis was not good and she was not given a long time to live.  She 
was admitted to the Sydney General Hospital for major surgery. At this time, 

Henry had travelled to Oakleigh Victoria to conduct the wedding of their son, Mark 
to Nola Ridgway.   

They accepted these two concurrent events, trusting God to overrule the 
circumstances and challenges facing his wife.  Henry rejoiced, “Through the 

multiplied prayers of His people, the Lord granted us an amazing victory.  On her 
70th birthday Anne had the joy of realising that the Lord had granted fifteen more 

years to her life.” (Memoirs)  

Parkes Assembly of God Mark & Nola’s Wedding 

Des Penny 
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From 1965 – 1966, Henry was 
appointed as senior lecturer at 

Commonwealth Bible College in 
Graceville.  He lectured in eight subjects 

and Anne covered Church History and 
Missions.  Some years later, Pastor Ian 
Jack said how much he appreciated 

those lectures. “Many other students of 
the College personally thanked us for our 

clear exposition and teaching.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1967 Henry returned to pastor the Toowoomba Assembly for the second 

time and stayed there until 1969. 

The Wiggin’s family celebrating Anne’s 70th Birthday 

Commonwealth Bible College, Graceville 

Anne & Henry Wiggins in their College Flat at Graceville 
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In Toowoomba, they celebrated the fortieth anniversary of the church and 
Henry’s 40 years in the ministry. The first Lady mayor of the city attended the 
celebration as her earliest official function.  Rev. Ray Hunt of the Methodist Church 

was there and revived fond memories of his conversion to Christ in the assembly 
many years previously together with his mother and sister.  

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

The local press gave excellent coverage of the history of the church and this 
notable achievement.  They reported that “a week of outstanding meetings, 

culminating in a Dinner at Yukana Vale Camp marked the occasion of the 40th 
anniversary of the Assembly in Toowoomba, and of the 40 years in the ministry 

of Pastor H. E. Wiggins.  The first organised Assembly of God meetings were held 
in Toowoomba in 1927, when Mr J. Larsen was appointed minister and a well-
known overseas evangelist held a highly successful campaign. In 1928 Mr C. B. 

Swenson, now the church’s treasurer and general manager of the United Co-
operative Society, commenced a five-year ministry in the Philharmonic Hall until 

the services were transferred to the former Church of Christ building in Little 
Russell Street in 1934. 

 

Assemblies of God Queensland Executive 1968 

Back Row: Chris Frangos, W. Moody, Ron Westbrook, W. (Bill) Andrews (Treasurer) 
Will Enticknap, Henry E. Wiggins (Chairman), Harold Bartholomew (Vice-Chairman) 

Henry and Anne Wiggins and guests at Celebration Dinner, Toowoomba 
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A call to the full-time ministry was extended to Pastor W. H. Akehurst in 
1934. In 1937, under the ministry of Pastor H. E. Wiggins the first Assemblies of 

God Bible School was opened in premises in Eton Street. Students from that 
School are ministering in various parts of Australia today. The Australian 

Assemblies of God was also formed and Toowoomba immediately joined that body.  
Under the ministry of Pastor E. M. Irish, the present commodious Church in Neil 
Street was built. A Manse was obtained in Potter Street and a Radio session 

entitled "Thoughts that Linger," ran for many years  
 

With the coming of Pastor A. T. Davidson, the Yukana Vale Camp project 
came into being and was completed when Pastor T. Whiting, formerly of New 
Zealand, assumed the pastorate in 1959. During the last mentioned minister’s 

tenure of office, extensive alterations were made to the Church and a commodious 
Manse in Curzon Street replaced the one in Potter Street. The Church maintains 

two outstations, namely Ravensbourne and Clifton. Pastor Wiggins commenced 
his full-time ministry in England the same month that the Assemblies of God in 
Toowoomba came into being.  

 
Pastors A. T. Davidson and E. M. Irish, former Pastors, ministered on the 

Sundays with great power and blessing, and all services had record attendances. 
The highlight of the week was the Celebration Dinner at Yukana Vale Camp. In the 

freshly painted and beautifully decorated main hall over 300 adults sat down to a 
three-course repast and 100 children were catered for in another building 
supervised by C.B.C. students. Folk, who had been associated with the Assembly 

at some time or other, came from far and wide to participate in the happy 
occasion, and many more unable to come sent their good wishes. 

 
The Mayor of the city, Alderman Nell Robinson (the newly elected first 

woman Mayor in Queensland), was presented with a posy by Hazel Wright as she 

joined the official party comprising Pastor and Mrs. H. E. Wiggins, Pastor and Mrs. 
T. Whiting, Pastor E. M. Irish, Rev. and Mrs. Ray Hunt (Methodist), Mr and Mrs C. 

B. Swenson and Mr and Mrs R. Reid. The Mayor expressed herself, deeply 
impressed by the scintillating scene, and in her speech spoke of the benefit to the 
community of such a virile Church. Speeches were also given by C. B. Swenson, 

T. Whiting, E. M. Irish (former pastors), W. Andrews (District Superintendent) and 
Rev. Ray Hunt (saved in the Church and baptised by Pastor Wiggins in 1943). The 

Secretary (R. Reid) read out the congratulatory messages. Pastor Wiggins was 
presented with a gold watch to celebrate his 40th year in the ministry and Mrs. 
Wiggins with a hand-bag.  

 
Items were rendered by Mrs G. Roberts (Goombungee), Pastor R. Klimionok 

(Adelaide), Mr and Mrs R. Kajewski (Toowoomba), Mr M. Wecker (Toowoomba), 
Tony Hallo (C.B.C.) and the Tabernacle Songsters. A roll-call of the stalwarts who 
had passed on to their reward was read. The whole occasion was summed up by 

so many, as magnificent – with the presence of the Lord abundantly felt. Pastor 
Wiggins, in concluding the function gave thanks to our Heavenly Father for His 

great goodness in the past and said he believed that Christ was still the same 
today; the Holy Spirit was still working in old-time power; and the true Church is 
still the Church militant and triumphant. Magnificent co-operation by all concerned 

ensured the success of the celebrations.” (The Toowoomba Chronicle) 
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During this time, Henry travelled periodically to Commonwealth Bible College to 
share studies from the book of Isaiah. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Water Baptism Service, Toowoomba 
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Travelling the World 

n preparation for a return visit to England, Henry and Anne’s visit was 
published in Redemption Tidings (Redemption Tidings vol. 45, 2 Jan. - 25 

Dec. 1969) “Henry Wiggins, formerly one of our ministers and now the 
Chairman of Queensland Assemblies of God, expects to visit this country from 
March to August and will be available for ministry.” 

From 1970 – 1971, “My wife and I embarked on an extensive world tour of 
13 countries, over 13 months, studying the Pentecostal movement, and especially 

the Assemblies of God. We were welcomed to minister and teach throughout 
England, Scotland and Wales for six months.   Moving to the continent, we were 

privileged to preach for Pastor Nicolle in his Paris assembly.  

We had great fellowship with the General Superintendent of the France 

Assemblies of God. We ministered and taught at the Darmstadt Bible School in 
Germany, and then again at Frankfurt. From there we travelled to Switzerland, 

ministering at Berne and also in the Thun area.  Then we began a 10 week visit 
to U.S.A. From Florida up the east coast through New York, across the country 
calling in at the Assemblies of God headquarters in Springfield, Missouri and finally 

arriving in California. We ministered in a dozen different States, and preached in 
churches both large and small.  

My good friend Pastor Thomas 
Zimmerman, the General Superintendent of 

the U.S.A. Assemblies of God, very kindly 
assisted and arranged our itinerary. We 

shared with the National Executive in 
Springfield, Missouri; lectured at Central 
Bible College, and a number of other main 

Colleges.   

 

I 

Elizabeth & Thomas Zimmerman 
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I made time to visit an old friend of many 
years, Pastor Ernest Williams, who had served as 

General Superintendent of USA Assemblies of God, 
and had wonderful fellowship with him. I was 
delighted when he presented me with his three 

volume book ‘Systematic Theology’ for my son 
Mark.” Our tour concluded with seven weeks of 

ministry in New Zealand. (Memoirs)   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“In 1971 we moved into our retirement 

home in Nambour, Queensland.” (Memoirs) The 
Australian Evangel announced, “RETURN OF 
PASTOR & MRS. WIGGINS. Brother Wiggins 

writes that he expects to arrive in Sydney on the 
P & 0 Oronsay, Saturday, February 6th, 1971. 

His home address will be: 12 Mooloo Crescent, 
Nambour, Q. 4560. After an inspiring and 
informative view of the world Pentecostal scene 

brother Wiggins will make himself available for 
campaigns, teaching or relieving ministry. You 

may contact him at the above address.”  

E. S. Williams 

Henry & Anne on their Retirement 

Henry and his family on his 70th Birthday 
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From Nambour, Henry and Anne toured Australia ministering on insights, 
experiences and the work of the Holy Spirit going forward in the Assemblies of 

God and Pentecostal churches worldwide.  They travelled to Israel in 1972 and 
toured many places familiar to them from the Bible, visiting the supposed grave 

where Jesus lay.  Henry recalled, “I found myself proclaiming loudly, ‘He is not 
here …. He is RISEN!’” 

Departing Israel, they journeyed to Rome where Henry conducted a four-
day seminar with 200 Italian Assemblies of God pastors. This was followed by 

preaching in a number of their assemblies, and then discussions with and a 
challenge to the Italian Executive Presbytery. 

Further ministry tours led them back to England, U.S.A. and the Western 
provinces of Canada. 

Henry established and maintained the Peniel Prayer Clinic encouraging 
people to pray. This entailed much travel within Australia, and particularly Western 

Australia during the next eight years. 

1976 witnessed the celebration of his Jubilee Years – 50 years in the 

ministry, 50 years since the Toowoomba, Maryborough and Oakleigh assemblies 
commenced and he celebrated his 70th birthday, declaring, “still going strong in 

His strength!” (Memoirs) In 1977 they engaged in further ministry overseas – 
Cornwall, Devon and South Yorkshire in England, South Wales, and on to Europe 
visiting Germany, Austria, Italy, France and Belgium. 

On their return trip home, they called into Indonesia. Firstly, to Medan 

(Sumatra) to hold meetings for Sontang Pardede and a seminar for about 200 
pastors and wives.  Their next call was to Solo (Java) where they ministered and 
lectured in the Bible College and in surrounding churches. The Pardede brothers 

and their wives were in Commonwealth Bible College when they were lecturing 
there. “It was a joy to see the successful development of their ministries,” Henry 

recorded. (Memoirs) 

During 1978, they went on a second visit to New Zealand which included a 

series of 21 meetings and speaking at Faith Bible College.  

“How the Lord challenged them, with over 200 responding to the moving of 

His Spirit.” He rejoiced. Upon their return they kept busy in building up the Peniel 
Prayer Clinic, while visiting many of the intercessors in the ministry prayer group. 

In 1980, Henry conducted an outreach campaign at Warwick, and held 
meetings at Beelbee near Dalby Qld. 

He travelled to Papua New Guinea in 1981, where they went to inspect the 

mission field of the Australian churches. In the 1950’s he had been appointed to 
the first delegation to the Papua New Guinea mission field. “How much God has 
blessed and multiplied the indigenous church since its inception,” he wrote. “We 

visited Mount Hagen, the East Sepik Province, Madang, Lae and Port Moresby.” 
(Memoirs) 

Returning to Queensland, he ministered in a week’s special meetings in 
Cairns. Henry officially retired on his 75th birthday on May 13th 1981. 
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Reminiscing, Henry wrote, “Throughout my ministry my total focus has 
always been to preach Christ and His Gospel, and to never present or promote 

myself. I have taught and preached Jesus the Saviour, Healer, Baptiser and 
Coming King. Simple biblical doctrine. Nothing added for ego or personal gain, or 

doubtful and erroneous dogmas. 

The pioneering work of the Godly men who founded the Assemblies of God 

in Australia laid a strong, Bible-based and Holy Ghost anointed and directed 
foundation for the future. 150 churches and around 9,500 in attendance by 1977 

reflected Zechariah 4:10 which tells us ‘not to despise the day of small beginnings.’  
1 Thessalonians 5:12-13 encourages, ‘And we beseech you brethren to know them 
which labour among you, and are over you in the Lord, and admonish you; and to 

esteem them very highly in love for their work’s sake, and be at peace among 
yourselves.’” (Memoirs) 

 

In 1985 Henry and Anne acknowledged “how gracious our Lord was to allow 
us to celebrate our golden wedding anniversary.”  (Memoirs) 

 “We rejoice that as we have always sought and found the Lord’s will for 
our lives, miraculous provision was always provided, as promised in Philippians 

4:19. He has surely been Jehovah Jireh throughout our Ministry of Faith.   

Our primary Mission Field has been our family, and we thank God that all 

of our children are committed to Him and active in His service.” (Memoirs) 

 

Golden Wedding Anniversary 
Mark, Iris, Henry, Anne, Pat, Peter 
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In 1986, the Evangel reported, “One of the early AOG pioneers, Pastor 
Wiggins underwent surgery back in February, having been quite ill since last 

November. According to Mrs L.A. Wiggins, he has gradually made good progress 
and she writes that although some things are difficult for him, her husband is still 

well motivated and determined to achieve as much as possible for God. Pastor 
Wiggins celebrated his 80th birthday in May. (Australian Evangel 1986) 

Anne Wiggins suffered a fatal heart attack on the 30th November 1988 in 
Nambour, Queensland and went to be with the Lord she loved and served 

faithfully. “The fragrance of her life remains.” The sixty years of Henry’s God given, 
anointed and Pentecostal ministry was accompanied by the absolute and dedicated 
support of Anne Wiggins who was a total “helpmeet” in spiritual, pastoral, family 

and her incredible prayer ministry. 
 

Henry had already experienced a 
series of small strokes and remained in 
Nambour briefly. The family were very 

blessed when Beth Eden, the Retirement 
home of Glad Tidings Tabernacle, admitted 

him into their aged care facility quickly and 
mentioned their special thanks to all the staff 
there who were wonderful to him. He was 

always “Pastor Wiggins” to them – they 
made him feel special for the four years he 

was there. The family paid a special tribute 
to their younger sister Iris who not only 
provided loving care and attention to their 

father during his later years, but also 
faithfully and competently administered his 

estate following his “home call.”  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Henry at Beth-Eden 

Beth-Eden at Graceville, Brisbane, Queensland 
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One of Henry Wiggins’ favourite choruses was – 

“Little is much when God is in it 
Labour not for wealth or fame 

There’s a crown and you can win it 
If you go in Jesus name.” 

 

Henry was finally promoted to Glory in the Beth Eden home at Graceville 

on the 18th March 1993. He served his Lord! 

“We have fought the good fight, we have finished the course, we have 

kept the faith” 
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Reminiscing – journal notes 
 

enry was an avid journalist and most times wrote down his thoughts as he 

pondered world events from God’s point of view.  He expressed many of his 

deepest convictions and served his generation. 

 

 

I know that in 1937 the establishment of Assemblies of God in Australia was God 

ordained by His Holy Spirit, via the agency of anointed, dedicated and directed men of 

God, with unanimity of mind and spirit.  Critical to its establishment of a cooperative 

fellowship of autonomous churches were its foundations of doctrine, autonomy, structure, 

gifts, governance, world mission vision, ministry qualifications, a central bible school, 

published Evangel and God-ordained leadership. 

 

 

In 1939 C.L. Greenwood, Commonwealth Chairman, said ‘there could be no doubt 

now as to the unanimity prevailing amongst the executive and general presbytery. The 

Australian AOG fellowship grew. In 1937, there were 38 churches with 1482 in attendance; 

1951, there were 50 churches; In 1969 there were 100 churches and in 1977 there were 

150 churches with 9500 in attendance. 

 

 

Any structure that would be built to last must have strong foundations. Foundations 

do not bear fruit, are not necessarily great to look at, but if they are correctly established, 

the future of any superstructure should be guaranteed.  Kelso Glover said ‘Our churches 

must have an anointing of the Holy Spirit and sound biblical teaching.’   

This characterised the early development of Assemblies of God in Australia.  This 

was good growth spiritually and numerically from a low base, but growth must not be 

judged by numbers alone. Success in ministry is not necessarily equated to numeric 

growth or church size. Such an attitude of large church pastors and people has resulted in 

the disappointment, disempowering and disappearance of many small church pastors.  The 

danger of corporatisation and organisation replacing the vital organism can become real. 

H 
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Zechariah 4:10 tells us “not to despise the day of small beginnings” and 1 

Thessalonians 5:12-13 exhorts “we beseech you brethren to know them which labour 

among you, and are over you in the Lord, and admonish you; and to esteem them very 

highly in love for their work’s sake, and be at peace among yourselves.”  The AOG 

executive have, to date, strongly supported the high standards originally set for biblical 

doctrine, and also for the personal requirements and qualifications for the ordination of 

ministers.   It is an inherent characteristic of standards, that they fall, due to the effluxion 

of time, and a lack of personal discipline by those who should maintain them. To uphold 

or improve standards requires a Holy Spirit/human positive intervention for the protection 

of the saints. 

 

Jude 3 specifies,” Ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once 

delivered to the saints.” i.e. to zealously guard and defend good doctrine and he warns 

against men with false doctrine and moral weaknesses. 1 Thessalonians 4:3, “this is the 

will of God, even your sanctification.” 1 Timothy 3:1-7 refers to the character, example 

and reputation of pastors/elders. 1 Timothy 5:20 – dealing with sins of pastors/elders. 

Titus 1:5-10 – qualification of pastors/elders. 1 Timothy 4 v 12-13 “Let no man despise 

thy youth, but be thou an example of the believers in word, in conversation, in charity, in 

spirit, in faith, in purity.” i.e. in demonstrated holiness. See also James 1:27 

 

 

I have been saddened to observe a widespread move to not only change the names 

of many AOG assemblies, but also for some to sever connection or identification with 

Assemblies of God in Australia. I can only see this as an attempt to lower our doctrinal 

and pastoral qualification standards, or to cause AOG foundational beliefs to be 

depreciated by opening the doors to non-aligned groups doctrinally. 

 

 

Recalling his early days in the Keswick/holiness movement, Henry called for “a real 

cleansing, anointing of Holy Ghost power among our ministers to achieve a genuine, lasting 

experience and result – not just a soulish one.  God is a holy and jealous God!  He is 

acutely aware of the warnings in Revelation 22:18-19 about adding or taking away from 

holy writ.  

 

 

I am concerned to see the emergence of some pastors claiming to be (self-

appointed) apostles or prophets or ‘gift ministers’ to a church assembly that is being 

conducted like a presidential theocracy, or a personality pastorate. He said “biblically such 

appointments are solely at the discretion of the Holy Spirit through the risen Lord. Pastoral 

management pragmatism and prosperity focus is anti-faith and replaces the priesthood of 

all believers. Pastors who think and act as if they are responsible to no one and that they 

are the source of total authority dangerously diminishes the importance of sound bible 

theology and doctrine. When they refuse to accept any accountability or responsibility they 

are not only irresponsible but are unscriptural. 
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It has been reported internally and externally that Assemblies of God in Australia 

is under attack.  Internally some have described AOG in Australia as “an ineffective 

democratic religious system”, others characterise the first 40 years of our history as “in 

the wilderness with low growth and bad attitudes”.  Such jaundiced opinions of a few are 

not only outrageously incorrect but sadly reflect poorly on the authors. Such people want 

to enjoy the benefits and privileges of AOG membership, but attempt to change the church 

to suit them and accommodate their nonaligned and questionable ideas. 

 

Almost all of the many Pentecostal churches in Australia, other than the Assemblies 

of God, were established around the ego/personality of their founders, together with their 

own dogmas, which have no scriptural basis, and are in conflict with aspects of the 

centrality of AOG doctrine. 

 

I firmly believe that the AOG executive has a God given mandate for the 

preservation of AOG in Australia foundational distinctives.  This is facilitated through the 

Commonwealth Bible College training. 

 

 

Challenges to the unique AOG in Australia testimony have included ‘NAR/Latter 

Rain’ in the 1950’s. They have worked to remove any reference to the Keswick/Holiness 

movement from their modern Pentecost story.  Whilst a ‘second blessing’ is not biblical, 

positive sanctification is essential, but is commonly a missing element in today’s gospel. 

They want to rewrite the history of Pentecost to bolster credibility for their own message. 

 

 

Currently the ‘Charismatic’ move in Australia has been described as ‘linking hands 

with modernists and liberals, and has resulted in the removal of the biblical pattern of 

Eldership, which is for the protection and support of pastors and saints. There is also a 

growing non-acceptance of a church’s voluntary co-operation in AOG fellowship being 

based on agreement to accept and abide by the AOG constitution, by-laws, policies and 

beliefs of the AOG national convention.  The AOG Executive have issued an official 

statement challenging and not accepting a number of ‘charismatic’ practices. An unhealthy 

debate is occurring regarding local church autonomy, so called ‘conservative’ leadership 

and the AOG presbytery ‘enforcing their views on churches.  Some view the charismatic 

move as gaining greater liberty. Great care must be exercised to ensure that this does not 

presage greater licence. 

 

 

I seek God’s intervention in halting the growth and promotion of carnal dogma as 

it appears to be overshadowing/ replacing spiritual discipline and doctrine. The cross 

currents of the secular world’s acceptance of us and their financial input must never 

diminish or divert the light of the Gospel from our testimony. As churches are growing in 

size, unfortunately so is the personal ego and publicity of some pastors. They would do 

well to heed the self-effacing truth of John the Baptist in John 3:30,” He must increase, 

but I must decrease.” 
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Some of Henry Wiggins’ favourite sayings were: 
  

 No Scripture is of any single or private interpretation. If in doubt – 
always compare Scripture with Scripture. 

 Never take a text out of its context or you will make it a pretext – 

for your own advantage. 
 In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He will direct your path. 

 Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my pathway. 
 The gospel is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that 

believes. 

 The foundation stone of Martin Luther’s Reformation was ‘the just 
shall live by faith.’ 

 Living a life of faith attracts the supernatural working of God. 
 Live in the light of His near return. 
 Pastors should read Paul’s letter to Titus at least twice per year. 

 I urge you, brothers and sisters, to watch out for those who cause 
divisions and put obstacles in your way that are contrary to the 

teaching you have learned. Keep away from them. 18 For such 
people are not serving our Lord Christ, but their own appetites. By 
smooth talk and flattery, they deceive the minds of naive people. 

Romans 16:17-18 
 The anointing breaks the yoke 

 I wish above all things that you might prosper and be in health 
even as your soul prospers 

 God has no grandchildren 

 Christian character is developed as you allow the Holy Spirit to 
take you through the tough times. 

 The New Testament is in the Old concealed, the Old Testament is 
in the New revealed. 

 Do not seek the evidence, or the signs, or any physical 

manifestations – seek the Lord, seek the fullness of His Spirit, 
seek to know more of Him and the rest will take care of itself. 

 The art of teaching is to take those things that appear complex 
and difficult to understand and present them in a simple, clear 
way so that they can be easily understood by anyone who listens. 

 God has not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness. 
 He must increase but I must decrease. 

 Alliteration assists an audience to analyse, apprehend and absorb 
aspects of areas being addressed and accentuates awareness. 

 The things that so easily beset and devastate a person’s ministry 
are ego, morals and money. 

 Do not let, whatever you drink, your actions or behaviour or 

anything you say cause a weaker brother to stumble. 
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Those who knew Him 

ere are some comments from some of the people who knew Pastor Wiggins 
well and/or whose lives have been impacted by his ministry over the many 

years he served the Lord. (Photo: Back Row: Ralph R. Read, T. L. Evans, Harry 

Luke, Norman L. Armstrong Front Row: Charles L. Greenwood, Henry E. Wiggins, James 

Wallace, Will Enticknap, Harold Bartholomew) 

H 

Pastor Stan Douglas was known throughout North 
Queensland as ‘a Pastor who had a great knowledge of 

the Scriptures, gave excellent Bible studies, and his 
pastoral ministry was superb.’ He often attributed this 

to the training he received at the Toowoomba Bible 

School from Pastor Wiggins. 

Pastor Ted Irish regarded Pastor Wiggins as his friend, 
mentor and father in the ministry, dating back to his 
training at the Toowoomba Bible School.  Pastor H. E. 
Wiggins always had a strong sense of doing what is 

right and honourable before his Lord. (AOG General 

Superintendent 1950-1951)                              
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Arthur Poole, Pastor of the Uniting Church, Frankston, 
Victoria, said, “I have very fond memories of my 
Pastor, Henry Wiggins, from my time as a young man 

at the Oakleigh Assembly. His ministry was always 
positive, encouraging, and very Pentecostal, and I hold 

him in the highest esteem.” 

Mark Wiggins said, “My father gave me a guiding verse 
of Scripture when I was a young boy – 2 Timothy 2:15. 
‘Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman 

that need not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word 
of Truth.’ As Paul wrote to Timothy, in 2 Timothy 3:14- 
17, “But continue thou in the things which thou hast 

learned, and hast been assured of, knowing of whom 
thou hast learned them, and that from a child thou hast 

known the holy scriptures which are able to make thee 
wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ 
Jesus. All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 

profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness; that the man of God may 

be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.” 
So I received life lasting training and direction from my 

natural and spiritual father, Henry E. Wiggins.” 

Peter Tapau from Murray Island wrote, “In 1957 I was 
privileged to live with Pastor Wiggins and his family at 
the Maryborough church manse. It was there that I 
received amazing personal training for my future 

ministry from this wonderful man of God. He opened up 
the Scriptures to me in such a clear and anointed 

fashion that remained with me for my lifetime.” 

Peter Wiggins recalled, “My father, Henry. E. Wiggins, 
was the best preacher I have ever heard. He taught 

powerfully from the Word of God, and did not err in 
rejecting the passing, doubtful teachings that can so 

often creep into the Christian Church.’ 
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Pastor A.T. Davidson, Assemblies of God General 
Superintendent (1951-1955, 1959-1969.) “My friend, 
Pastor H. E. Wiggins, has graciously expressed the wish 

for me to write a foreword to his book – Studies in 
Romans.  I do this gladly. Henry Wiggins is, in my 

opinion, one of the ablest Bible expositors of our day. 
He has a profound knowledge of the Word, a rich 
spiritual anointing, and with his God-given ability to 

present truth with clarity, insight and precision, has, I 
believe, produced something of real value for all 

Christians. This book is going to prove very helpful I 
am sure, and I do hope the author will not lay down his 
pen at this juncture. For the reader whose ears are 

open to the Voice of the Spirit, I predict much blessing 

will flow from these pages. God grant it!”                     

Linda Koster (Wiggins) his granddaughter said, “I thank 
God for the wonderful Christian heritage that was 

passed down to me from my grandfather, Pastor H.E. 
Wiggins, through my parents. I have received so many 

stories of God’s rich anointing on his ministry, and his 
commitment in winning souls. As a young girl I can 
remember when I was quite sick, his prayers saw me 

healed. Thank you Grandpa.’ 

Pat Dunford (Wiggins) wrote, “My father was totally 
committed to God’s work without wavering, and never 

stinted in his service to the Assemblies of God in 
Australia. He loved his family dearly, he was tough at 

times holding us to a very high standard. He was 
totally supported by my mother, who was resolute in 

her commitment to God, to Dad and to her family. She 
was in her own right an accomplished preacher, 
teacher and author, and a wonderful prayer warrior. 

Dad was an exemplary father and Pastor to us all.” 

John Broadley expressed, “‘I have the highest regard 
for Pastor Wiggins. He was a good pastor and excellent 

preacher of the Gospel.  He was an icon not only of the 
Assemblies of God in Australia, but also of the 
Assemblies of God internationally. He conducted our 

marriage ceremony in 1961 at the Oakleigh Assembly. 
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Pastor Andrew Evans, the General Superintendent of 

the Assemblies of God in Australia, 1977-1997 wrote, 
“I knew Pastor Wiggins as a visionary leader in 
Assemblies of God in Australia.  He made a very 

important contribution to the establishment of the 
Assemblies of God in Australia at the 1937 conference. 

I acknowledge his unique and necessary church 
planting ministry, as Australian Home Missions Co-
ordinator, at a time when it was most needed. He 

contributed greatly to the beginnings and structure of 
Bible School training in Australia, commencing in 

Toowoomba, Queensland. I personally found him to 
have a wonderful word of encouragement for young 

pastors and Bible College students. 

Paul Wiggins, his grandson recalled, “H. E. Wiggins was 
a man firmly committed to the cause of Jesus Christ, 

with a great passion for the salvation of those who did 
not know God.  I am proud to have had a grandfather 
who was an influential figure in pioneering the 

Pentecostal Assemblies of God church in Australia 
during an incredibly challenging time for the 

movement. I count it a great blessing to have been the 
recipient of a wonderful Christian legacy, passed down 
through the generations, that has influenced me and is 

alive in my family today.” 

Murray Kuskopf, who gave great support to Pastor 
Wiggins ministry at Woombye, and was his song and 

meeting leader at the Caloundra Christmas Camp, said 
“what a privilege it was to work with such an anointed, 

creative and visionary man of God as Pastor Wiggins.” 
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THE CROSS WAS HIS OWN 
 

They borrowed a bed to lay His head 

When Christ the Lord came down; 
They borrowed the ass in the mountain pass 

For Him to ride to town; 

 
But the crown that He wore and the cross that He bore 

Were His own — The cross was His own, 
 

He borrowed the bread when the crowd He fed 

On the grassy mountainside; He borrowed the dish of broken fish 
With which He satisfied. 

 
But the crown that He wore and the cross that He bore 

Were His own — The cross was His own. 

 
He borrowed a room on His way to the tomb 

The Passover lamb to eat; 
They borrowed a cave for Him a grave, 

They borrowed a winding sheet. 

 
But the crown that He wore and the cross that He bore 

Were His own — The cross was His own. 
 

Author Unknown 
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GOD’S FINAL WORD - HIS SON 

By L. Anne Wiggins, 

Nambour, Qld. 
February 1984 
 

Anne Wiggins also had a poignant touch with her pen and her articles, which 

appeared regularly in the Australian Evangel were later produced under the title 

of “Through a Woman’s Window.” Here is one of those articles –  

In the first chapter of the book of Hebrews, we find some very arresting 

expressions. Not the least of these is the emphasis given to the prime importance 
of Christ as God’s ULTIMATE REVELATION to mankind.  

The writer begins with an appreciation of the "times" and "manners" by 
which Jehovah had formerly spoken to Israel, that is, by the prophets.  

He now makes an explicit declaration, that, in "these last days", God has 
superseded these, and spoken to us by His Son. Now this does not in any way 

minimise the faithful patriarchs, outstanding leaders, mighty Kings and 
courageous preachers of the Old Testament.  

Abraham, Moses, David, Isaiah and many other celebrities were divinely 
ordained and serve as outstanding examples throughout history.  

Paul reminds Timothy that all scripture (which includes records of such 
men) is divinely inspired, and useful for doctrine, reproof, correction and 

instruction.  

So we may learn, not only by their exploits, but even from their mistakes! 
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Nevertheless, we do well to take heed, lest we give undue prominence to 
any man, however God-blest, and fail to ascribe due greatness to HIS SON. Any 

person, method or concept which beclouds, or detracts from, the Christ Himself, 
must be considered suspect.  

Let us remember - "God ... has spoken unto us by HIS SON".  

HE is the ultimate revelation.  

THE SEVEN-FOLD EXPRESSION of Christ’s character and attributes. Let 

us consider these as depicted in this chapter.  

Just as a ray of light is flashed in its manifold colours from the facets of a 
diamond, refracted into its seven separate hues as it passes through a prism, or 
displayed in rainbow splendour by sun-drenched drops of rain, so here we see 

described seven out-workings of the Son’s divine power and Godhead. 

1. HEIR OF ALL THINGS (ch. 1 v. 2)  

As the father has so appointed Him, surely He must be the richest heir ever 

known! Not even to angelic beings was such an inheritance vouchsafed - even His 
Name was the most excellent ever declared (v.4&5).  

His empire was to spread, not only throughout the heavens; but to the 
uttermost parts of the earth (Psa. 2:8). As we contemplate such riches, it humbles 

us to realise that we have been made God’s children and therefore heirs – not 
equal to Him, but joint-heirs with Him and able to lay claim to heaven’s riches 
(Rom. 8: 17&32).  

Many of the notabilities of this world desire heirs to whom to bequeath their 

possessions, but we have been taken, as it were, from the dunghill and made to 
"inherit the throne of glory" (1 Sam. 2:8). 

2. THE CREATOR (ch. 1 v. 2)  

The second Person of the Trinity is here established as the One through 

whom the worlds were brought into being, as is further explained by verse 10 - 
"Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundations of the earth; and the 

heavens are the works of thine hands".  

Also we read in John 1:3, "All things were made by Him, and without Him 

was not anything made that was made"; and further, in Col. 1:16, "By Him were 
all things created that are in heaven and that are in earth ... all things were created 

by Him and for Him". (It is interesting to note that all this creativity goes back to 
"the beginning", as in Gen. 1: 1.) 

3. THE BRIGHTNESS OF HIS GLORY (ch. 1 v. 3)  

Throughout the Old Testament it is noticeable that man acknowledged a 
special "glory" appertaining to the Godhead and frequently expressed a desire to 
behold it, as in the case of Moses, Isaiah and others. Indeed, there were notable 

occasions when there was a revelation of it, though doubtless restricted to the 
capacity of mortal man to bear it.  
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Moses begged Jehovah to show him His glory, but, close though their 
relationship was, it was only granted to such a "friend of God" to behold His "back 

parts" - His face was hidden from him. Someone has said that all he saw was 
God’s "after-glow".  

But how different is the New Testament concept! John declares, at the 
outset of his gospel, that "we beheld his glory,", etc. And this was because they 

had seen "the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ", (2 Cor. 4:6). This "brightness", with which Jesus is identified here, in Heb. 

ch. 1, is actually meant as an "outshining" or "effulgence", a glory never attributed 
to any but Deity: even His angels, or ministers, are less superbly described as 
"flames of fire" (v.7).  

There used to be an "old-wives’ tale" that, when the sunlight shone through 

the cottage window, its power put out the fire burning on the hearth. Of course, 
this is not correct. However, it is true that the splendour of the sun’s rays can 
make a lesser light virtually invisible.  

Can we not see a parallel here? If the glory of God permeates our being, any "fire" 
of ours will hardly be worth the recognition. As the old hymn says, "Before Thy 

ever blazing throne, we ask no lustre of our own". 

4. THE EXPRESS IMAGE OF HIS PERSON (ch. 1 v. 3)  

This is closely allied to the previous thought. As Col. 1: 15 has it, the Son 

is "the image of the invisible God". The dictionary uses such synonyms as 
"reproduction", "exact likeness", "replica", "facsimile" and "miniature".  

These words may justifiably be used, not with the intention of minimising 
Christ’s divinity, but to demonstrate how He has become the "tangible and 

invisible representation" of His Father. 

As John says (1 John 1: 1), we have heard, seen, looked upon and handled 

the Word of life. To put it simply - Jesus has shown us what God is like, as He 
explained to Philip, "He that hath seen Me, hath seen the Father" (John 14:9).  

There is a rather crude expression sometimes used, to the effect that "while 
So-and-So lives, his father will never be dead", bringing out the striking 

resemblance between them. Might we reverently suggest that "while Jesus is alive, 
God can never be dead"? He is His living IMAGE.  

To people who picture God as a monster, doubting His love and mercy, we 
might well reply that they have obviously never seen Jesus.  

 

5. THE UPHOLDER OF ALL THINGS (ch. 1 v. 3)  

This further attribute is very re-assuring to me, especially in "these last 
days". There is an old legend that the universe was supported by a huge Titan 
named Atlas, who bore the whole weight upon his shoulders. I’m glad that our 

confidence is in Someone more dependable!  

We believe that He created all things, but we need the added assurance 
that He is the Force still maintaining a cohesive system.  
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"By Him all things consist" - not just thrown together in some haphazard 
way (as some would have us think), but holding together by divine power. As 

Robert Lee says, "He, who by one creative act formed the universe, by continuous 
activity sustains it".  

The Father Himself underlines this as He addresses the Son, "Thou 
remainest - Thou are the same - Thy years shall not fail" (v. 11&12). The world is 

not necessarily going to "blow up", but, in God’s time, heaven and earth will 
"perish" and "wax old".  

Then, he will fold them up, just as we do an outworn garment, and they 
shall be changed. Until then, we can trust Him to keep our world intact: He is the 

one stable Force in the universe. 

6. THE PURGER OF OUR SINS (ch. 1 v. 3)  

This is the supreme accomplishment achieved by the Son while upon this 

earth - the explicit aim in leaving the heavenlies: to purify us, clear us of guilt and 
cleanse us from moral defilement. And this He did "by Himself", that is, without 
material assistance; and also through the agency of His Own personality, as 

sinless Son of God. Never let us lose sight of His all-important role as SAVIOUR of 
mankind. 

Some people like to visualise Jesus as a convenient solution to their 
financial, clothing or property problems, and tend to forget that, primarily, He is 

the One Who came to atone for OUR ugly sin. We can, of course, claim many 
subsequent blessings ("fringe benefits" if you like), and how often have we proved 

His intervention in supplying our many needs!  

But the certificate of entry to heaven is a cleansed heart - not a substantial 

bank balance, fine home, or even a healthy body!  

7. THE REIGNING LORD (ch. 1 v. 3)  

Here we have the final concept of the Christ, seated "on the right hand of 

the Majesty on high". Subsequent references to His throne, His kingdom and His 
rule (v.8) serve to emphasise this very point. What is the particular significance 
of His being seated?  

When does a person sit down? - usually when his work is finished. In Christ’s 

case, nothing more is to be added to His work of redemption: it is complete. He 
sees of the travail of His soul and is satisfied, (Isa. 53:11). However, He is waiting 
for one more event to take place, and that is implied in verse 13.  

 

The Father will provide Him, not only with a throne, but with a footstool, 
when all enemies shall be put under His feet as prophesied in Psalm 110: 1. Then 

He will have complete dominion, not only in the hearts of men, but "the Kingdoms 
of this world shall become the Kingdoms of our Lord and of HIS CHRIST", (Rev. 
11:15). 

We need to look no further for God’s final word to mankind. He HAS 

SPOKEN to us by HIS SON. 
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When the Fire came Down! 

Whilst posted to Laverton, in the RAAF in 

Melbourne, I attended Pastor Wiggins’ 
church at Oakleigh.  

I was impressed that during the Sunday 
Services, all the young people filled the 

front seats. I sat with them.   

Over the years, our ministry paths crossed 

from time to time. 

It was in the early 1980’s, when we were pioneering a church, using the facilities 

of the Reservoir cinema, prior to developing a 9-acre site in Bundoora, Victoria for 
Northside Christian Centre, that I invited Henry Wiggins to my pulpit on a Sunday 

evening.  

It was my purpose to honour one of the old pioneers of Pentecost. During his 

sermon, some Reservoir vandals set fire to a pile of oily rags at the back of the 
theatre. The resultant smoke was drawn into the theatre ducts under the platform 

and billowed upwards, surrounding him as he preached. To everyone’s 
amazement, a group of fire fighters from the local Fire Station streamed in with 
axes and hoses, giving instructions to the gathered crowd.  

Henry commented to me later “Well, that preaching sure brought down the fire, 

didn’t it?”   

It was possibly one of the last times that he preached before receiving his home 

call to Heaven.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Denis V Smith 
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author is anonymous, was located in the correspondence file of Mrs. Wiggins. It must have arrived in her hands 
around 1985 and was obviously written by someone who knew Henry extremely well; Stan Hunt, Assemblies of 
God: Story of its Foundation and Mission. Sydney: Assembly Press, 1978; Barry Chant, Heart of Fire, S.A. Luke 
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