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DOES GOD GIVE SECOND CHANCES? 
when it looks like you have failed, hope again! 

Dr. Denis V Smith 
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DOES GOD GIVE SECOND CHANCES? 
 
 

hen I was growing up, my father often used to answer my many 

and varied requests with, “You’ve got two chances. Your own and 
‘Buckleys’ and yours is not much good!” 

 
I didn’t understand his rhetoric at the time was referring to a famous store 

in one of our cities.  However, when he said it, I knew that my chances of 
getting what I wanted were slim. 

 
Two chances – and neither of them were very good!    

 
My father seldom if ever gave me second chances.  As a six-year-old, I 

punctured the tyres of my bicycle on the catheads growing in the paddock.   
Too often according to him, so he smashed my bike over a fence post so it 

wouldn’t happen again. 
 

No second chances! 

 
Well, until, [as he told me years later], my mother intervened and made 

him straighten the bike out! 
 

W 
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Does God give second chances? 
 

How many times have we been privileged to get a second shot at 
something we have missed the first time?    Not often! 

 

Few people are willing to give people a second chance at doing what they 
should have done the first time. 

 
Bill was in my recruit-training platoon in the RAAF in 1958.   He was born 

with two left feet!   He wore thick glasses and seldom could do anything 
right the first time.  How he passed recruiting, I will never know. 

 
On the Machine gun range, his Thompson gun jammed [it often did with 

rimless cartridges] and he turned around with the gun on his hip to our Drill 
Instructor announcing, “Excuse me corporal, my gun is jammed!”    

 
Our corporal didn’t give him a second chance to make that mistake again. 

 
On another occasion as our platoon sergeant Leo Callaghan, was giving 

orders on the rifle range, he stepped over Bill’s rifle, announcing, “Don’t 

shoot until I give the order, “Ready, Aim, Fire!”  But he didn’t get to “Fire!”   
Bill pulled the trigger at that precise moment and the bullet whizzed 

between Sergeant Callaghan’s legs.  
 

Bill looked up apologetically and sheepishly said, “Excuse me sergeant, it 
went off!”   Bill was always polite! 

 
He didn’t get a second chance to prove he could do it right!  He was off the 

mound! 
 

Our Flight Lieutenant was not impressed at our shooting ability and went 
down to the target area and put his hat up on a stick for us to shoot at with 

the announcement, “Pretend it’s me!” he shouted. 
 

“If anyone fires,” shouted Sergeant Leo Callaghan, “I’ll have his hide!” He 

took a rifle and calmly took one shot.   
 

When the Flight Lieutenant returned to our platoon, there was one neat 
bullet hole in the badge on the hat!   Leo Callaghan didn’t need a second 

shot! 
 

But does God give second chances? 
 

What if we have failed?   Do we get a second chance?   Do we get a second 
opportunity? 
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We need to learn a little from history. 

 
LUCIFER 

 
In the first creation, God surrounded His 

throne with a myriad of angels in 

differing authority order.  One of the 
highest angels was Lucifer who led the 

choirs.  Isaiah 14:12-15 records 
 

“How you have fallen from heaven, 
O morning star, son of the dawn! 

You have been cast down to the 
earth, you who once laid low the 

nations! You said in your heart, “I 
will ascend to heaven; I will raise 

my throne above the stars of God; I 
will sit enthroned on the mount of 

assembly, on the utmost heights of 
the sacred mountain. I will ascend 

above the tops of the clouds; I will 

make myself like the Most High.” But 
you are brought down to the grave, 

to the depths of the pit.” 
 

There came a time when, with a heart 
filled with pride at his own beauty and status, he decided to overthrow God.   

He signed up one third of the angels on his side, who also wanted their 
independence of God. It was the first Trade Union revolt. 

 
He marshalled his angelic rebels against the might of God and marched 

against God’s throne with his demands – “I want my throne above yours!”  
He, along with his dissenters, was promptly given the left foot of fellowship 

and thrown out of Heaven like a bolt of lightning into the earth. 
 

He didn’t get a second chance! 

 
ADAM 

 
Into the earth that God had prepared for His first created pair, Lucifer, [now 

known as Satan the deceiver] roamed.  He awaited his chance to corrupt 
the innocent couple. 

 
He did not come with the roar of a lion or the bellow of a rogue bull.  He did 

not come as a creature of ugliness, waving a red warning flag.    
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He came in the disguise of a snake – and there was nothing about his 

approach that caused Eve to become alarmed. 
 

He disguised his person and his purpose.  He did not say, “Eve, I am here 
to tempt you to sin.”  He merely wanted to discuss religion and theology.  

“Has God really said you cannot eat the fruit of any of the fruit in the 

garden?” 
 

Then he focussed Eve’s attention on one particular tree in Eden.   
 

 

“What about that one?” he suggested. 
 

“We can’t touch that one,” replied Eve.  [God had said nothing about 
touching it!] 

 
“Come on,” continued the Tempter, “Not the ‘no-no’ fruit!  Surely God 

wouldn’t mean that?”    “O yes,” she responded, “If we even touch that 
one, we will die!” 
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“God wouldn’t mean that, surely?  That’s not even fair!”  [He wants her to 

doubt the Word of God!]  “Look how nice it is!   Take a bite!   You will be so 
enlightened!  You’ll have a new level of inner consciousness!  God knows 

that - that’s why He’s forbidden you to eat!” 
 

Well, they ate it – both Eve and Adam!     

 
And trouble followed! 

 
Now, did God give them a second chance?    Within moments of their 

evening walk with God, they were out of Eden and looking back on an angel 
with a large blazing sword prohibiting re-entry! 

 
Why? Not because they ate the fruit – but because they disobeyed!  A 

second chance at Eden? Not really!  At least not in their life-time.  And so 
the history continued... 

 
However, there was a hint of a ‘second chance’ when God clothed them in 

the skins of animals He himself had slaughtered.  This was the first clue 
concerning someone else dying to provide a ‘second chance.’  Genesis 

3:14-15 also gives us a clue concerning our second chance. 

 
The snake was cursed and Satan was warned of his ultimate defeat by the 

‘Seed of the Woman” – Jesus Christ! 
 

“So the LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have 
done this, “Cursed are you above all the livestock and all 

the wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will 
eat dust all the days of your life. And I will put enmity 

between you and the woman, and between your offspring 
and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his 

heel.” 
 

THE WORLD OF NOAH 
 

Did they get a second chance?  No!  They were given an opportunity to 

escape the flood in an ark – but not a second chance to avoid the flood of 
judgment! 

 
The scene is now the Tower Of Babel – the descendants of Noah’s children 

want to build a tower to heaven – above the high water mark of the flood – 
for safety – just in case of another flood!  A second chance?  No!  God 

came down and scattered the people confusing their languages!  It seemed 
that God was fairly tough in those early days of history. 
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ABRAHAM 
 

He chose a man and his family living in a heathen city near modern day 
Kuwait and in Abraham began unusual preparations that some might call 

“giving people a second chance!” He seemed to be more lenient with 

them. 
 

Abraham received a second chance to stay in the Promised Land after 
disobediently going into Egypt to escape a famine.    

 
He got into trouble down there and God insisted that he return to an altar 

that he had built when he first arrived in Canaan.  It seemed as if God gave 
him a second chance! 

 
JACOB 

 
Abraham’s grandson Jacob was a trickster, liar and schemer.   But God 

seemed to give him a second chance and even a third, fourth and 
fifth! 

 

God even went as far as changing his name from Jacob [which means 
“trickster”] to Israel –meaning a Prince and an overcomer!  On one hand 

God seemed to be very quick in decreeing absolute judgments and at other 
times appeared to be lenient. 

 
Many people, when they read the Bible have difficulty in relating what 

appear to be these two extremes. 
 

ISRAEL 
 

When the nation that descended from Abraham and Sarah formed in 
bondage in the land of Egypt, it appears as if God was letting them suffer 

for hundreds of years without intervention. 
 

Then he chose an adopted Egyptian prince with Jewish blood to become 

their salvation.   Moses was destined to lead them out of bondage and into 
the freedom of the Promised Land.  If you know the record, it seems as if 

Moses got a few second chances while Pharaoh perished! 
 

Then, the journey from Egypt to Canaan is filled with God giving the nation 
multiple chances –not just second chances! 

 
Each time they turn a corner on the journey they are complaining, 

moaning, rebelling and defying the God who brought them out of bondage. 
 

 



Does God give Second Chances?                                                            Denis V Smith 

 ©2017 Solutions by Design                                                         Page 10 of 28 

 
 

They made a golden calf to worship while Moses is busy with God on Mount 
Sinai getting details of a covenant they will soon enter into with God.    

 
They worshiped the calf with a display of idolatrous debauchery and Moses 

arrived with the ten commandments of the covenant, only to smash them 

on the rocks to indicate the nation had broken the covenant even before 
they had formally entered into it! 

 
Yet, in a short time, Moses reappeared with a second set of documents in 

stone.  
 

Was God giving them a second chance? Yes! 
 

Through the Old Testament, God seems to be giving people “second 
chances” while others don’t even get the possibility of a Kleenex tissue 

when they sneeze.  Is that fair?   Hold that thought for a while! 
 

JUDAS ISCARIOT 
 

What about Judas Iscariot?   Why didn’t he get a second chance?  Peter got 

a “second chance” after he disowned Christ! 
 

I will briefly comment on this because you need to understand that Judas 
Iscariot had literally committed himself to Satan after some years of 

allowing himself to be influenced by evil forces.    Peter was wrong many 
times but had never allowed himself to become as Judas.  The stories we 

have given, certainly illustrate the point of our question, “Does God give 
second chances?”    It seems at times He does. 
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THE POTTER AND THE CLAY 

 
One of the best illustrations from God’s Word concerning this aspect of 

God’s character is found in Jeremiah 18:1-12. 
 

“This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: “Go 

down to the potter’s house, and there I will give you my 
message.” So I went down to the potter’s house, and I saw 

him working at the wheel. But the pot he was shaping from 
the clay was marred in his hands; so the potter formed it 

into another pot, shaping it as seemed best to him. Then 
the word of the Lord came to me: “O house of Israel, can I 

not do with you as this potter does?” declares the Lord. 
“Like clay in the hand of the potter, so are you in my hand, 

O house of Israel. If at any time I announce that a nation 
or kingdom is to be uprooted, torn down and destroyed, 

and if that nation I warned repents of its evil, then I will 
relent and not inflict on it the disaster I had planned. And if 

at another time I announce that a nation or kingdom is to 
be built up and planted, and if it does evil in my sight and 

does not obey me, then I will reconsider the good I had 

intended to do for it. “Now therefore say to the people of 
Judah and those living in Jerusalem, ‘this is what the Lord 

says: Look! I am preparing a disaster for you and devising 
a plan against you. So turn from your evil ways, each one 

of you, and reform your ways and your actions.’ But they 
will reply, ‘It’s no use. We will continue with our own 

plans; each of us will follow the stubbornness of his evil 
heart.’” 

 
Before commenting on this portion, let me turn your attention to a few 

verses from Isaiah: 
 

“You turn things upside down, as if the potter were 
thought to be like the clay! Shall what is formed say to him 

who formed it, “He did not make me?” Can the pot say of 

the potter, “He knows nothing?” [Isaiah 29:16]  

 

Message: The potter and the clay are different. And clay cannot tell the 
potter what to do or instruct him in the art of pottery making.  It is within 

the power of the potter to take the initiative and using his own skill decides 
what that particular lump of clay will become. 

 
In this way God and man are different.  Man may seek to improve his life 

by his own efforts [and in a sense that is ok] but never be tempted to erase 
the fingerprints of God from your life saying “He had nothing to do with it!”  

And can we created beings say of God – “You know nothing!”   
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Dangerous ground – even for a piece of clay! 

 
“Woe to him who quarrels with his Maker, to him who is 

but a potsherd among the potsherds on the ground. Does 
the clay say to the potter, ‘What are you making?’ Does 

your work say, ‘He has no hands?’?” [Isaiah 45:9] 

 
Message:  This is an allegory.  In the midst of a heap of broken pieces of 

pottery on the ground, does one piece argue with the potter concerning 
what he is doing with another piece of clay?  And then the piece addresses 

the lump under construction saying, “That potter has no hands!”  The piece 
under construction will think the broken piece is an idiot!  After all, the 

‘work in progress’ will feel the influence of the potter’s hands as it submits 
to its own destiny.  In other words, don’t become an expert in other 

people’s lives – concentrate on your own! 
 

“Yet, O Lord, you are our Father. We are the clay, you are 
the potter; we are all the work of your hand.” [Isaiah 64:8] 

 
Message: Isaiah had the right perspective – God is our Father and Master 

Potter who knows His art well.  We will on the right track if we trust the 

sovereign power of God who knows what is best for us. 
 

It is important that we keep God in our thoughts His majestic sovereignty 
as a Master Potter and read His credentials and remember that  

 
He is the Creator while we are the created; He is Infinite and we are finite! 

 
And from God’s Word, there are certain attributes of God that we need to 

have poured into our memory banks before we start. [Concept from “God is not 

Fair” Joel A Freeman p38-39] 

 
1. God knows everything and what is best for you Acts 15:8 

 
2. God is holy and gives you power to walk in that light 1 Peter 1:15,16 

 
3. God is love and is vitally interested in your welfare. 1 John 4:8 

 
4. God is true and keeps all His agreements without grumbling behind your 

back. Romans 3:4 
 

5. God answers to no one and does not answer us out of a sense of 
obligation Isaiah 40:13-14  

 

6. God is all powerful and you can relax because you are secure in His 
care Revelation 19:6 
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7. God is infinite and eternal and has a perfect understanding of all 

things  Psalm 90:2 
 

8. God is unchanging and unchangeable and is not schizophrenic in his 
attitude towards you. James 1:17 

 

9. God is present everywhere and you cannot escape His work in your 
life.                                                                      Psalm 139:1-24 

 
10. God is righteous and just and is no respecter of persons Psalm 19:9 

 
11. God is in total control of His universe and has everything under 

control, including you and your questions. Ephesians 1:1-23 
 

With those thoughts in mind, let’s turn briefly to the scene that Jeremiah 
spoke about.  The prophet was directed by God to a potter’s house – not 

where the potter lived, but where he worked. 
 

Here’s the scene – 
 

There was this skilled potter in an old rustic house working at the potter’s 

wheel.  At the back was a clay pit with clay in various stages of preparation.  
 

It appeared he just didn’t take any piece of dirt thrown his way – he chose 
carefully and prepared his clay for the finished product he had in mind. 

Central to all the action was the potter’s wheel where the potter spent a lot 
of his time. 

 
Over to the right were racks for prepared, yet unfired vessels.  On those 

racks were pots in various stages of drying.   They had to stay there until 
the potter decided they were ready for the kiln.  On the left was a kiln to 

fire the clay.  Heaps of especially chosen woods were neatly stacked – 
awaiting their use. 

 
And there at the front were the finished pots – on display – ready to be 

used by someone who would purchase them. 

 
And out the back was a heap of broken pottery that had cracked or broken 

during the processes of preparation. That usually happened because of a 
flaw in the clay that had been missed and during the intense heat of the 

fire, cracked under the pressure. 
 

But, with this particular potter, the heap was small!  It appeared he was 
very skilled in what he did.   What do they illustrate? 
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A POTTER IN AN OLD RUSTIC HOUSE 
 

God is in His world, fulfilling His will and desire in his universe!   
 

Not only is he in control of this world as to its ultimate destiny, He is also in 

control of the piece of clay he has chosen from the pit. He has plans for it.   
 

He is beyond the stage of experimentation.  He knows what He is doing.  
He does not consult with anyone concerning that particular piece of clay.  

He has plans for it as he has been processing it until this particular time.  It 
may have appeared he was not going to use it, but he had his eye on it for 

some time and he has a particular vessel he wants to make. 
 

A CLAY PIT NEARBY WITH LUMPS OF CLAY IN VARIOUS STAGES OF 
PREPARATION 

 
This pictures the human population of the world.  Scientists describe clay as 

‘hydrated silicate of alumina mixed with a variety of impurities in varying 
proportions.’ 

 

What an illustration of mankind in his humanity – with varying degrees of 
impurity and unrighteousness! 

 
And in the process of our lives, God has given us the opportunity to find 

Him three ways: 
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In Romans 1-3, Paul clearly states people everywhere can find God 

through... 
 

1. The majesty of creation – even to the point of understanding his 
Eternal being [Romans 1:20] 

 

2. The mystery of conscience – even to the knowledge of knowing 
what God considers right and wrong! [Romans 2:12-15] 

 
3. The magnificence of Christ – even to the understanding of what 

happened on the cross 2000 years ago is still effective to remove 
mankind’s sins and bring them into a relationship with the Living God. 
[Romans 3:21-31] 

 

A POTTER’S WHEEL 
 

God gives each piece of clay the opportunity to become all the clay had the 
potential to become on the potter’s wheel of His own sovereign purposes. 

 
Although that wheel appears to be going nowhere – only in circles – don’t 

be tempted to yell, ‘Stop the wheel, I want to get off!’ 
 

That wheel is ‘life’ and we are part of life with all its challenges, pressures 
and the slogan that screams at us life is not fair! 
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While the clay is on the wheel, he can see a flaw, which gives him the 
opportunity to give it a second chance – he made another vessel as seemed 

good to the potter to make! 
 

As long as we live, we are a work in progress.  There are times we make 

wrong decisions, but even that God can bring around for His own purposes 
and our benefit.    

 
Some people find it difficult to forgive and don’t give people second chances 

because of what they have done to us.  We throw them out of the circle of 
our life – and justifiably, some may deserve that. 

 
But God doesn’t! 

 
“But the pot he was shaping from the clay was marred in 

his hands; so the potter formed it into another pot, shaping 
it as seemed best to him” 

 
As He works on the clay, the potter sees that for whatever reason, it is not 

going the way He may have originally intended it. 

 
The good news is that even though he may remove the flaw and flatten out 

the clay, he rebuilds it – using the same clay – into a vessel that will still 
serve his purposes. 

 
It gets a second chance!  And if I might go further, if he has plans for that 

clay he has chosen, he might give it more than a second chance – all the 
chances it needs, as long as the clay stays pliable! 

 
POTS IN VARIOUS STAGES OF DRYING 

 
In the potter’s house, there are various vessels on the drying racks awaiting 

their turn in the kiln.  These can be times we feel as if ‘nothing is happening 
in our lives’ and they can be difficult times.  

 

But, the potter knows just how long we need to wait and we need to be 
patient as our lives cure and mature in his plans for us. 

 
Our urgency may tempt us to remove ourselves, but patience is an 

important virtue in God’s providence! 
 

We are still in God’s plans for our lives as we wait His promotion to the next 
stage of our journey. 
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A KILN TO FIRE THE CLAY 

 
Well, if you thought the potter’s wheel was tough – then welcome to the 

real toughening up process!  One can only imagine the shock of being taken 
from the drying rack to the kiln.  The change may be good, but the choice is 

not necessarily all that good. 

 
A refining process must occur through the ‘fires of life’ that seem to have 

the power to destroy us! 
 

In China, I met many people who have spent time in prison for their faith.  
Instead of complaining about the fiery process, they somehow were able to 

accept that this was part of the process of their lives.   
 

One story was related to me concerning a Western leader who was 
encouraging a group of Chinese pastors that ‘we in the West are praying for 

the persecuted church in China.’ 
 

The pastors enquired as to what a ‘persecuted church’ was.  ‘You know – 
the suffering, the beatings, the persecution, the martyrdom that you 

experience.’ he explained.  ‘Is there another kind of church?’ they enquired. 

‘The one we read of in the book of Acts had all these things occurring!’ 
 

They accepted that the fires of persecution would make them stronger and 
were part of God’s process for their lives. 

 
Unfortunately, people are hurt by the hypocritical acts of others and that 

hurts even more.  
 

We cannot excuse those people from what they did, be we can respond 
with a positive outlook that God does know what He is ultimately doing in 

our circumstances and will make all things work together for our good as 
we continue to love Him and walk according to His purposes. [Romans 

8:28]    
 

No one likes the fire but God likes what it produces! 
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FINISHED POTS 

 
As we look around the potter’s house we see a variety of finished products.  

And to our amazement, not one is like the next and there are no identical 
pieces. 

 
They might look similar, but to the eye of an experienced potter, he sees 

the differences and can advise the potential users as to which vessel is best 
for their use.    

 

The variety is reflected in Paul’s comment in Romans 9:21. 
 

“Does not the potter have the right to make out of the 
same lump of clay some pottery for noble purposes and 

some for common use?  
 

What a strange thought – different vessels from the same lump of raw clay. 
 

AND A HEAP OF BROKEN POTTERY  
 

We must visit these discards from the potter’s house briefly.  Many think 
that God sits in heaven and makes selfish choices on who gets into heaven 

and who doesn’t!     
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This is a wrong assumption. 

 

 

The theologians call it “election” and “predestination.”   We need to look at 
what the Apostle Paul had to say about the subject in Romans 9:1-22 

 
Note first his personal heart attitude in verses1-5. 

 
“I speak the truth in Christ – I am not lying, my conscience 

confirms it in the Holy Spirit – I have great sorrow and 
unceasing anguish in my heart.  For I could wish that I 

myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of 

my brothers, those of my own race, the people of Israel. 
Theirs is the adoption as sons; theirs the divine glory, the 

covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple worship 
and the promises. Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them 

is traced the human ancestry of Christ, who is God over all, 
forever praised! Amen.” 

 
He is deeply committed to his own ethnic race – the Jews who thought that 

because Abraham was their ancestor, they were right for eternity.   
 

This was not the case!   
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And in Romans 9:6-10 

 
“It is not as though God’s word had failed. For not all who 

are descended from Israel are Israel.  Nor because they 

are his descendants are they all Abraham’s children. On the 
contrary, “It is through Isaac that your offspring will be 

reckoned.” In other words, it is not the natural children 
who are God’s children, but it is the children of the promise 

who are regarded as Abraham’s offspring. For this was 
how the promise was stated: “At the appointed time I will 

return, and Sarah will have a son.”  Not only that, but 
Rebekah’s children had one and the same father, our father 

Isaac.” 
 

The children of promise – those who had accepted Christ were reckoned as 
the true descendants of Abraham – children of faith 

 
Paul went on to introduce a concept of “election and predestination” which 

has confused many in Romans 9:11-18 

 
“Yet, before the twins were born or had done anything 

good or bad - in order that God’s purpose in election might 
stand: not by works but by him who calls - she was told, 

“The older will serve the younger.” Just as it is written: 
“Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.”  What then shall we say? 

Is God unjust? Not at all!  For he says to Moses, “I will 
have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have 

compassion on whom I have compassion.”  It does not, 
therefore, depend on man’s desire or effort, but on God’s 

mercy.  For the Scripture says to Pharaoh: “I raised you up 
for this very purpose, that I might display my power in you 

and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.” 
Therefore, God has mercy on whom he wants to have 

mercy, and he hardens whom he wants to harden.” 

 
Esau rejected? Jacob accepted? 

 
Pharaoh rejected?  

 
Moses accepted?  

 
Not as Paul saw it! 

 
No second chance for Esau? No second chance for Pharaoh? 
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Paul predicted the challenge as he continued in Romans 9:19-24 
 

“One of you will say to me: “Then why does God still blame 
us? For who resists his will?”  But who are you, O man, to 

talk back to God? “Shall what is formed say to him who 

formed it, ‘Why did you make me like this?’“  Does not the 
potter have the right to make out of the same lump of clay 

some pottery for noble purposes and some for common 
use?  What if God, choosing to show his wrath and make 

his power known, bore with great patience the objects of 
his wrath - prepared for destruction?  What if he did this to 

make the riches of his glory known to the objects of his 
mercy, whom he prepared in advance for glory -  even us, 

whom he also called, not only from the Jews but also from 
the Gentiles?” 

 
He shows one side of God’s character in this statement – HIS MAJESTIC 

SOVEREIGNTY. 
 

He illustrates the other side of God’s character in the next verses.   

 
He uses the story of Hosea who after years of marriage and children being 

born and his unfaithful wife leaving him for her lovers.   
 

Hosea went back to the market place to bid for his wife in the slave auction. 
 

Gomer had become so ugly after years of prostitution she could only offer 
herself as a slave in the auction mart. 

 
Paul continues in Romans 9:25-26 

 
“As he says in Hosea: “I will call them ‘my people’ who are 

not my people; and I will call her ‘my loved one’ who is not 
my loved one,” and, “It will happen that in the very place 

where it was said to them, ‘You are not my people,’ they 

will be called ‘sons of the living God.’ 
 

That other side of God’s character is HIS WILLINGNESS TO GIVE EVERYONE 
THE OPPORTUNITY TO BECOME PART OF HIS PLANS! 

 
IF THEY WILL ACCEPT HIS OFFER TO BUY THEM (or redeem) BACK! 

 
Adam didn’t get a second chance – or did he? 

 
God provided a covering for their sin – Adam and Eve had to take it up and 

wear the skins for which an innocent animal had died. 
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The population before the Flood didn’t get a second chance – or did they?  
 

Noah was years building the ark and preached every day to the people who 
came to mock and laugh.    God provided a way of escape – they chose to 

reject it! 

 
Abraham’s second chance demanded an altar that God had instructed him 

to build!  A sacrifice had to be made to atone for his sins! 
 

Pharaoh saw the demonstration of God’s power and hardened his own 
heart against Moses and the God for whom he stood! 

 
Judas Iscariot had been casting out demons and healing the sick before 

he chose to sell himself out to the Devil and his purposes! 
 

The Prodigal son chose to leave his father’s care and chose to return! In 
the hog pens he came to reason, prompted by great need and based on 

the knowledge that his father still had plenty. In the midst of those hog 
pens he came to a decision to make full confession; to serve in any 

capacity.  However, his decision did not remove him from his troubles. At 

those hog pens he came to a commitment while the decision was fresh in 
his mind; by exercising the initiative which brought him rich dividends. 

 
Did he get a second chance? At relationship – yes!  But he lost his 

inheritance! – Years of lost opportunity!  He had spent it all! He had to 
harness life’s second best! 

        
But he did! 

 
But, what about “election” and “freewill?” 

 
Dr. A. B. Simpson, the founder of the Christian and Missionary Alliance said, 

“Redemption is a sacred Temple, on whose front we read, ‘Whosever will 
may come.’   But when we enter in, we find inscribed on the walls, ‘Chosen 

in Him [Christ] before the foundation of the world.’ [Quoted in “Word Meanings 

in the New Testament,” Ralph Earle, p92] 

 
Second chances?  Yes, God does give second chances. 

 
Harnessing life’s second best? 

 
Most of us have some area in our experience where we have missed the 

mark the first time.  And so did most great men and women of the Bible 

and Church history! 
 

What did they do?   
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They,  
 

• like Adam, accepted the opportunities God gave them. 
• like Abraham, got back to their altar of obedience, 

• like Jacob, wrestled with God until God changed his character and 

then his name! 
• Like Moses, who tried to deliver Israel from Egypt by the strength 

of his own hands, got to the back side of the desert to meet the 
God of the burning bush and be changed! 

 
And what time do I have to speak of 

 
• David, 

• Solomon 
• Hosea 

• Jonah 
• Simon Peter 

• and the rest of the disciples? 
 

What of Job and Joshua? 

 
Samson and Thomas? 

 
Thomas was not rebuked because he doubted!  Jesus came to him at his 

point of need and said, “Thomas, come and put your fingers here!” 
 

They had all made decisions that affected their future – but the important 
decision they made was to get back before the Lord! 

 
I think we all need to spend a little time before the Lord and settle a few 

items on our agendas – like the clay – wherever you are 
 

 
• On the wheel 

• On the drying rack or 

• In the fire 
 

God is making the clay over again – a vessel that seems good to Him! 
 

“Take my heart O God, 
Make it ever new - 

Thou art the potter, 
I am the clay” 
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