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In life, there are “watershed moments” when new and important 

decisions are made which radically affect the future.  Such was the 

occasion at the 1977 Commonwealth Conference of the Assemblies 

of God in Australia. 

 

Denis V Smith 
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Beginnings 

he Assemblies of God in the United States of America was founded in 1914 as 

many ministers and laymen alike began to realise just how far-reaching the 

spread of the revival of Pentecostalism had become.  

Concerned leaders felt the desire to protect and preserve the results of the revival 

by uniting through cooperative fellowship.  In April of that year, about 300 preachers 

and laymen were invited from 20 States and several foreign countries for a general 

council in Hot Springs, Arkansas, United States of America to discuss and take action 

on these and other pressing needs. E. N. Bell was elected as Chairman (title later 

changed to General Superintendent) and J. Roswell Flower was appointed as the 

General Secretary. 

The British Assemblies of God came into being in the United Kingdom in 1924. Nelson 

Parr, the pastor of a congregation in Manchester, called a meeting of 14 people in 

Aston, Birmingham in which they decided to form the Assemblies of God in the 

United Kingdom.  

Others had been invited, but train strikes meant that many people could not get 

there. During the meeting, they agreed on their Fundamental Truths, to work 

together to protect sound doctrine and to achieve together, what they could not do 

on their own.   

A second meeting was held in May that year in Highbury, London, with 80 people 

present. It was at this meeting that the Assemblies of God in Great Britain and 

Ireland was formally established.  

Thirty-Seven English assemblies, one from Belfast and thirty-eight Welsh assemblies 

joined them in August.  

T 



 
GO FORWARD!                                                                                                                   DENIS V SMITH 

Go Forward! – Assemblies of God in Australia Conference 1977                                Page 6 of 50 

The Assemblies of God in Australia formed on Wednesday 21st March 1937 when 17 

delegates from the Assemblies of God in Queensland and the Pentecostal Church 

of Australia unanimously endorsed a United Constitution to form the new 

Fellowship. 

This small band of leaders in formulating their Constitution, provided the basis of a 

co-operative Fellowship of autonomous churches, joining together to fulfil the Great 

Commission of Jesus Christ in Australia and overseas.  They laid the foundations for 

a Fellowship that still exists today as the Australian Christian Churches.  

Their commitment was to God-ordained leadership, autonomy of churches, a world 

mission’s vision, a Bible school and an official magazine called, “The Australian 

Evangel and Glad Tidings Messenger.” Biennial Conferences would create the 

opportunity for delegates to meet, discuss and decide the future directions of the 

Assemblies of God in Australia.  

Forty years would pass until the National Conference in 1977 when, as someone 

commented, “The Fellowship left its 40 years of wandering and entered into the 

land flowing with milk and honey.”  This was an allusion to Israel spending their 

40 years in the wilderness, following God and ultimately entering their Promised 

Land.   

Those 40 years in Australia were hardly a “wilderness experience” as much had 

been accomplished by this small Fellowship which was indeed establishing itself 

as a movement with great potential.  And they did follow their commitment at a 

time when Pentecostal Christians were looked upon as fringe dwellers of 

Christianity in Australia. 

The Australian Evangel, the official organ of the new Fellowship, reported the historic 

“United Conference” which followed an Easter Convention which was led by Charles 

G. Enticknap (Queensland), Charles L. Greenwood (Victoria) and Philip B. Duncan 

(New South Wales) at the Pentecostal Church in Sydney in 1937. 

The new Fellowship would be based on “voluntary cooperation, on terms of 

equality” and would be governed by biennial 

national conferences.  

Every state was granted autonomy in its own 

affairs as was each individual registered 

assembly.  

Charles L. Greenwood was elected the first 

chairman of the Commonwealth Conference. 

Henry E. Wiggins, was appointed the first 

Commonwealth Secretary/Treasurer. 

For the full story, read “Foundations” by 

Denis V Smith. 

 

 

http://denisvsmith.com/wp-content/uploads/1937-Conference.pdf
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Assemblies of God, Queensland Conference 1937 

Delegates at the 1939 Assemblies of God Commonwealth Conference 
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Consolidation 
 

n 1939, Charles L. Greenwood opened their second Commonwealth Conference 

at Richmond Temple, Melbourne stating, “there could be no doubt now as to 

the unanimity that prevails amongst the members of the Executive Presbytery 

and General Presbytery.  It was possible to build a splendid Pentecostal work to 

the Glory of God.” (Commonwealth Conference Minutes 1939).  At this time, there 

were 39 assemblies and 54 ordained ministers in the Fellowship.  

In 1947, the Fellowship held its sixth conference at the Assembly of God 

Tabernacle, Hamilton, New South Wales.  Some within the Fellowship were 

evidently feeling the strain of “co-operative fellowship.”  In the course of his 

opening address, the chairman said that the method of God was co-operation, the 

requirement for this was unity, and unity is the miracle of God.  Only He could 

merge such a variety of personalities into one church, and unity is of the Holy 

Spirit, and the basis of spiritual blessing. 

A commonwealth evangelistic fund was opened, providing some support for 

evangelists to minister.  William J. Enticknap and William G. Akehurst were 

delighted that their remit, “that something definite be done by our Fellowship for 

the evangelisation of the Jews in Australia,” was carried. A Bible school fund was 

also opened.  Hugh S.G. Davidson was appointed to explore the possibilities of 

establishing a mission work in Papua New Guinea. (Commonwealth Conference 

Minutes 1947)  

The Commonwealth Executive met in November 1948 to unanimously accept a 

proposition from Charles W. Usher concerning the purchase of a property at 79 

Moray Street, New Farm. (Report to Executive April 29, 1949) He had been investigating 

the possibility of establishing a Bible College in Brisbane on behalf of the Executive 

for some time and had purchased the property in his own name on behalf of the 

Fellowship.  

I 
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On 14th February, 1949, Commonwealth Bible 

College commenced in Brisbane.  Leonard Palmer 

(Glad Tidings Tabernacle Pastor) became the 

Acting Principal to lead Commonwealth Bible 

College into its opening year. (Commonwealth Bible 

College Circular 25.01.49)  

Hugh Davidson reported on the growth of the 

work in New Guinea.  He had been at the Maprik 

Station for twelve months, and challenged those 

gathered with faith goals to open three new 

stations and appoint six new missionaries.  

The next few years saw a continuing consolidation 

of the Assemblies of God in Australia as local 

churches engaged in evangelism and the support of 

the growing world missions’ vision.  In 1955, James 

Wallace, who had arrived in Australia in 1951 to 

assume the leadership of Commonwealth Bible 

College with his wife Margaret, was elected 

chairman of the Commonwealth Conference.    

Once again, the burden of prayer and intercession came upon the Fellowship. A 

committee was appointed to implement a Home Bible Study Course and Ralph R. 

Read was appointed as the chairman of a Home Missions Council.    

Donald Gee & Leonard Palmer 

1949 Commonwealth Executive Presbytery 

Maxwell K Armstrong, William G Akehurst, Will J Enticknap, Alec T Davidson, Charles L Greenwood, 
William A Buchanan, Philip B Duncan, Charles G Enticknap 
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1953 Commonwealth Executive Presbytery 
William J Enticknap, Ralph R Read, Ted Irish, Alan Conwell, Harold W Bartholomew, Thomas L Evans 

Charles L Greenwood, James Wallace, Alec T Davidson, Henry E Wiggins 

Philip Duncan and Oral Roberts 
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In 1957, Glad Tidings Tabernacle purchased one of Brisbane’s biggest and finest 

residences to establish an Eventide Home in Graceville. Commonwealth conferences 

mainly addressed constitutional changes.     

Murray Johnstone, Norman Armstrong, Des Penny. Eric C. Brown and Roy Tregenza 

fuelled the fires of for evangelism with many churches beginning to reach out into 

their communities. New churches were opened. Oral Roberts conducted crusades in 

Sydney and Melbourne.  

A visitor from the Assemblies of God in the United States, 

arrived in Australia and spent a year with a message of 

“All Age Christian Education.”  Widely known in the USA 

as a convention speaker and missionary evangelist, 

William Kirschke was best known as a fervent promoter 

of Sunday Schools.  

He viewed the Sunday School as not only a major means 

of Christian education, but also as the foremost avenue 

of evangelism.   

As a representative of the Gospel Publishing House he 

travelled among the churches promoting evangelism and 

Sunday School work.   

His message encouraged many churches to major on Sunday School outreach.  A 

number of churches were pioneered this way as they commenced a Sunday School 

and followed up with an outreach to adults.   

Conference delegates agreed to sell the old Commonwealth 

Bible College property at 79 Moray Street, New Farm and 

relocate to Graceville on river-front land behind Beth Eden, 

the old people’s home established by Glad Tidings 

Tabernacle.  

Philip Duncan, one of the elder statesmen of the Assemblies 

of God challenged the movement with an article written in 

the Australian Evangel, “Sad to say there is an apparent 

drift away from the glory that heralded the real joy of our 

initial Pentecostal experience.  Our Lord Jesus warned us 

that because iniquity would abound, the love of many 

would wax cold.   Iniquity – the condoning of sin has 

become fashionable.   

It is good to keep in fashion while it is seemly and decent, but when the sin is made 

attractive, we must beware and on our guard. The glorifying of the things that appeal 

to the senses has brought a warfare against the beauty of the things of the Spirit 

and Christians are slowly but surely conforming to the worldly pattern and apostasy, 

the falling away, and we see the love of many waxing cold. Our own movement is 

compromising from our revival of the power of thirty years ago.   

Philip Duncan 

William E. Kirschke 
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The lack of singing in the Spirit, expectation of Divine visitation in our gatherings, 

Holy Ghost confirmation of the ministry and loss in unction, proves a waning of the 

wonderful anointing we should possess.  

Today we see a new banner proclaiming “Bible Deliverance” which is merely another 

name for the “Pentecost” we accepted a few years ago, now coming forth as another 

name, because we have lost our original testimony. 

OUR GOSPEL IS SUPERNATURAL OR WE ARE NOT PENTECOSTALS.  

We must contend for the faith once delivered to the saints. A gospel of the 

miraculous, producing the transforming miracle of regeneration – the restoring 

miracle of healing and deliverance, the miracle of a supernatural infilling that opens 

the way into the mystery of Spirit-filled walk and worship. A Gospel of authority and 

power. If our Gospel does not produce the miraculous, we have failed. Christ’s 

command and commission were “preach the Gospel and heal the sick” because 

salvation is for spirit, soul and body. Our standard is too low. We must be full of the 

Spirit of God ourselves.   We must have the thrilling demonstration of the Spirit’s 

presence in our midst, and as a Movement we must not stagnate, but present a 

Gospel full of simple power and appeal preached by ministers who are flames of 

fire.” (Australian Evangel Vol.19 No. 5 P. Duncan) 

The 1963 conference again concerned itself in the main with constitutional matters 

and items to do with problems in the Fellowship between churches.  Perhaps the 

most vital decision made was the appointment of the Assemblies of God Department 

of Evangelism.  

Not long afterwards, “Operation Move On” was launched, with encouragement given 

to parallel the evangelisation of Australia with the principles of Israel conquering the 

Promised Land under Joshua. “Where are the Calebs amongst us to say, we are well 

able to overcome and to dispose of any and all of the giants that would daunt us 

with their prodigious shadows? We must always realise that the supernatural of God 

is with us in the Holy Spirit, in the Gospel, and in our lives and ministry.   We are 

well able, for greater is He who is with us than those who are against us. We must 

move on as a United Fellowship.   

We must recognise our apostles and evangelists. We must break off our ornaments, 

our worldly accumulation and be as generous in our giving to God as He is in giving 

to us. If we stagnate, the Lord will still move on without us.  We will not only be 

fruitless but we shall be judged for not fulfilling our destiny.  How ashamed we would 

be if some other body received the reward of reaping in our harvests, especially if 

they receive the ‘Well Done,’ of the Master, which was intended for us. Our dream 

will come to pass and our vision will be established. Those qualified and equipped 

are already moving on to meet the challenge of the cities nearby and the far distant 

towns.   Ours is a vast land, but the Trumpet of the Full Gospel call can echo 

throughout its immensity.” (Australian Evangel Vol.20, No.10 pp14-15)  
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In 1965 John Woodham introduced Royal Rangers to 

Australia, following a visit to the United States.  This 

Assemblies of God youth program continued for a 

number of years in some of the churches.   

In 1970, Will Thorne 

was appointed as the 

National Commander 

of Royal Rangers in 

Australia to lead and 

co-ordinate this 

ministry to “reach, 

teach and keep our 

youth for Jesus 

Christ.”    

He reported that over 

10,000 young people 

have been involved 

with this program 

and hundreds of 

leaders trained to 

lead in local church 

ministries.    

In 1966, Alec T. Davidson resigned his pastorate and 

stepped into full-time work in his capacity of 

Commonwealth Chairman.  His ministry included visiting 

assemblies, conducting training courses, business 

meetings, visiting New Guinea, attending State 

Conferences, Executive meetings, camps and visiting 

Commonwealth Bible College.   

Known to many as “A.T.,” he endeared himself to the 

pastors and leaders of the Fellowship as he moved 

around the country, encouraging and uplifting the 

ministers and their wives.  He had a unique and exhorting 

ministry which did much to help those feeling the burden 

of the work of God.   He and his wife proved themselves 

to be real friends to all who got to know them personally. 

The list is long and the memories are precious. 

The 1967 conference launched a number of changes.  The incoming Executive 

Presbytery was empowered to give consideration to the establishment of a national 

headquarters to facilitate the administration of the Fellowship.  Again, constitutional 

matters took prominence, but a number of decisions made, would play an important 

part in the future.  A national Seminar on Evangelism was scheduled. 

 

John Woodham 

A T Davidson 

Denis Smith & Will Thorne 
National Training Trail 
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In most movements, after a number of years, existing institutions are questioned 

and tensions enter.   

This conference established its theme as “United and Anointed in Christ.”    A number 

of statements reported by the Conference indicated sensitive areas developing in 

the Fellowship: 

“The Assemblies of God is our family – we can love our Movement without 

being guilty of denominationalism.” 

“An Assembly’s autonomy does not entitle it to ignore the principles of the 

Fellowship nor the privileges of other assemblies.” 

“Our strength as a Movement depends upon co-ordination, Divinely inspired!” 

“Visitors come to see something different in Pentecostal meetings – so don’t 

get shy.” 

The Department of Evangelism reported no real progress because of organisational 

difficulties. The Christian Education Department reported 9000 children attending 

Assemblies of God Sunday Schools. (Commonwealth Conference Minutes 1967) 

In that year, the first national Seminar on Evangelism was convened at Beulah 

Heights Camp with delegates from all over Australia attending.  Honest appraisals 

of the Fellowship’s evangelistic efforts were made and the challenge of the 

unreached in Australia left its impact on many.   

The following reports indicate the spirit that the delegates felt: 

“The challenge of this Seminar has been realistic, deeply spiritual and has 

touched vital chords.  I believe this has been a tremendously historic and 

eternally valuable time.   I cannot ever be the same, and, God helping me, I 

will apply myself with fresh determination to the work.  Thank you, brethren, 

for the opportunity,” George Forbes from Ballarat Assembly wrote. 

“Our national thinking is becoming crystallised into a dynamic vision.” David 

Cartledge from Tasmania echoed. 

“Being the first of its kind, this seminar could have been very limited in its 

scope and findings, but it has proved to be the opposite. I believe it to be the 

start of a great forward move on the home front.” E. (Ted) Irish, the General 

Secretary commented. 
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In 1968, W, George Forbes was appointed to assist the 

Foreign Missions Secretary, Charles L. Greenwood. C.C.W. 

Harrison was appointed Principal of Commonwealth Bible 

College, following the resignation of Harold Bartholomew, 

who had served there for 18 years.  

Billy Graham visited Australia again and continued to stir 

the evangelistic endeavours within the country. Reg 

Klimionok was engaged in evangelistic ministries. 

A change in administration agreed to by the delegates of 

the next Commonwealth Conference resulted in the 

appointment of a General Superintendent and three 

Assistant Superintendents, having responsibility for 

Foreign Missions, Home Missions and Christian Education.   

This decision was patterned on the Assemblies of God in the United States of 

America. 

However, a number of men in the Fellowship sought to project their burden for 

evangelism.  Gerald Rowlands commented, “Many of our fine young preachers are 

preaching to saints and seats, and you cannot convert either.” His desire was to see 

every church a soul-saving centre. 

Philip Hills announced his plans to enter the evangelistic field 

on a full-time basis and conducted a number of crusades 

around Australia.  The heart-cry of “How do we evangelise 

Australia?” was heard on the lips of many, as ideas were shared 

on an informal basis throughout the Fellowship.    

At the Queensland Conference it was reported, “There is a 

warm spirit of love and unity among the brethren; but the 

sobering fact remains that there has been very little, if any 

numerical progress in the work during the past two years.” 

(Queensland Conference Minutes 1970) 

Still, ministers, churches and youth groups in the Fellowship reached out towards 

the community.  God was at work in some local churches. Andrew Evans of Klemzig 

Assembly reported ninety-two first-time decisions for Christ and over one hundred 

baptised in the Holy Spirit.  Jim Williams of Mitchell Park reported sixty-three first-

time decisions and over one hundred filled with the Holy Spirit. 

This move of the Spirit created some problems within the Fellowship, due to lack of 

good communication, and some misunderstandings followed.  

Later in the year, the General Presbytery met at Beulah Heights Camp, Melbourne, 
to discuss those misunderstandings concerning “demon possession of Christians, 

prostrations and dancing before the Lord.”  This opportunity to discuss and share 
brought a sense of unity to those attending.   Ministers attending agreed that there 

may be a need for deliverance in people who are affected by demon activity, but we 
need the proclamation of a victorious Christian life that is free of Satanic activity.    

George Forbes 

Philip Hills 
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Agreement was whole-hearted in allowing the Holy Spirit to minister to people who 

may “fall under the power of God in prostration.”  “Dancing before the Lord,” was 
referred to the next General Conference. An agreement was reached that it should 

not be promoted nor denigrated. (Australian Evangel Vol. 30 No. 1) 
 
In the United States of America, 6000 people attended a Council on Spiritual Life, 

conducted by the Assemblies of God.   The Council reported: “There is thrilling 

evidence that God is moving mightily by His Spirit throughout all the earth. 

Thousands of people have prayed for years that this would come to pass.  The 
coming of the Holy Spirit in such a broad sweep of the church-world is God’s way of 

counteracting the liberalism, secularism, humanism and occultism that plagues 
today’s society.  We do believe in the institution of the Church, and we trust the Holy 

Spirit to bring the members of the Body of Christ into a true unity of the Spirit, which 
transcends, but does not destroy existing organizational bounds.” (Australian Evangel 

Vol. 30 No. 1) 

The disastrous Australia Day weekend floods of 1974, which left 20,000 Brisbane 

residents homeless, inundated Commonwealth Bible College on the banks of the 

Brisbane River.  The entire campus was almost entirely submerged, leaving the 

buildings in ruins.  Aeron Morgan, commencing his first year as Principal worked 

unceasingly with students and helpers from the area.  “There is no depression here,” 

he said, “rather, there is a wonderful spirit of victory, and, who knows, the Lord may 

have allowed this as a means of meeting our needs for the future.” (Supplement to 

Australian Evangel Vol.31. No.1) 

A special “Committee on Restructure,” somewhat influenced by the Assemblies of 

God in the USA who had selected a Council on Spiritual Life, to evaluate the state of 

the Assemblies of God in the USA was appointed by the 1973 Conference to 

undertake a similar directive. 

Commonwealth Bible College. Graceville inundated by the Brisbane River flood 



 
GO FORWARD!                                                                                                                   DENIS V SMITH 

Go Forward! – Assemblies of God in Australia Conference 1977                                Page 18 of 50 

 

 

Committee on Restructure 
 

 his special Committee on Restructure, appointed by the 1973 Commonwealth 

Conference, comprised Ralph R Read, Harold Bartholomew, Andrew Evans, 
Denis V Smith, Reg Klimionok, Aeron Morgan, Derrick Herschell and Henry 

Betschell.  Expressions were made at the Conference sessions that the committee 
should be representative and led by the General Superintendent, with a committee 
of pastors, a layman and a solicitor. 

 
A great hunger for God to move in Australia had been instilled in the hearts of 

those attending the 1973 Conference and this committee was instructed to 
evaluate the structure and ministry of the Australian Fellowship and recommend 

any changes to the next Conference. 
 
The committee looked at the various organisational structures of the Fellowship in 

line with the original Constitution as agreed to by the founding leaders. 
 

During this time, there was a growing awareness of a Holy Ghost burden in the 
hearts of this group concerning the relationship between “structure” and “spiritual 
life.” 

 
As discussions ensued, the consensus was formed that God had clarified their 

mandate. They felt they had fulfilled in measure the mandate given to them by 

conference, but now they were touching vital areas of concern – the “spiritual life of 

the Fellowship.” They were unanimous in their agreement that, basic to all structure, 

was the spiritual vitality of the people.   

T 



 
GO FORWARD!                                                                                                                   DENIS V SMITH 

Go Forward! – Assemblies of God in Australia Conference 1977                                Page 19 of 50 

 

Emphasis should be given to spiritual life, which would produce the policy, rather 

than the policy itself attempting to produce the spiritual life needed in the Fellowship. 

A change of administrative structure was not the essential need of the Fellowship.   

Problems were not considered to be constitutional ones.    

The Committee on Restructure made its report. 

“Thought needs to be given, more to people than patterns – to men and women, 

rather than methods.  It was felt that re-education and re-vitalisation needed to 

occur, before re-structuring.” “Change of people within the organisation is more 

important than change of organisation.”  “Structure must evolve from spiritual life, 

rather than seeking to produce it!” (Report – Strategy and Recommendations of the Select 

Committee on Structure Review March 7 1975) 

It was unanimously agreed that the emphasis of the original constitution was to 

create a fellowship of autonomous churches reaching out into their communities with 

the full Gospel message.  This was re-emphasised in the following agreements: 

“The conference strongly re-affirms the basic principles of the Fellowship in 

Australia, co-operative fellowship, assembly and state autonomy, aggressive 

evangelism, unity, fellowship, order and discipline, as stated in Article 2 of the 

United Constitution.” (Commonwealth Conference Minutes 1975) 

“That our assemblies be circularised that the Head of the Church has spoken 

once again to us at Commonwealth Conference, regarding the need of a re-

vitalisation of our personal relationships to Him.” (Commonwealth Conference 

Minutes 1975) 

As a result of this conference, many men and women began to change their 

approach to church growth.   Churches lifted their vision in a new and greater way.  

Pastors and leaders began to re-evaluate their spiritual life.  The Assistant General 

Superintendent, Fred Buse, challenged the Fellowship to make 1976 a year of 

growth.   

“Desire growth!  Do not remain content in your present condition. Draw upon 

the limitless resources of God. Translate growth potential into growth 

experience.  Determine to resist and reject everything not conducive to 

growth and fruitfulness.  Personal growth will overflow and result in Assembly 

and Fellowship growth and precious increase in the Kingdom of God.” 

(Australian Evangel Vol. 33 No. 1) 

An Assemblies of God, International Day of Prayer for revival was scheduled for April 

25th and the Australian assemblies were challenged to join. 

The Spirit of God moved in an unusual way at the 1975 Commonwealth Conference, 

held in Stanwell Tops, New South Wales. The emphasis of the Holy Spirit was clear. 

God was calling the members of the Fellowship to a higher plane of spiritual 

experience and they must wait before Him to assure themselves of His leading.  

Encouragement was given assuring that He would give direction so that the 

Fellowship might know His plans for the future.   
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Ron Wilson from Tasmania well summed up the experience 

of that conference, “Differing opinions voiced in the 

Conference underlined the fact that true unity is not 

necessarily uniformity.   It was good to join in this glorious 

fellowship of men and women, with their own distinct 

personalities, yet all desiring to see Jesus glorified in our 

land.” (Reported in Australian Evangel) 

During the conference, the new facilities of Commonwealth 

Bible College now in Katoomba, New South Wales were 

dedicated.    

Ezra Coppin a minister from the United States summarised his thoughts and 

commented: 

“‘After 6 weeks ministry in Australia, I have sought to have my ‘spiritual man’ 

sensitized, in order to know what God is doing in your country. There is a 

deep hunger among the Lord’s people - a hunger such as I have never seen 

before.  That hunger must be fulfilled, and experiences will not do it.  The 

hunger can only be filled with a deep and systematic teaching of the Living 

Word of God. I sense a straining forward by the pastors in the churches.  This 

expresses itself in deep longings for a new movement of the Holy Spirit, to 

equip the churches for the ministry of the end-time.  Additionally, the men 

who are yearning for this are prepared to pay the price of that longing.  In 

some cases, it means disapproval from others. I believe God is preparing 

Australia for a great renewal of the Holy Ghost.   

It seems to me, that the movement will begin in the  Assemblies of God, but 

there will be a great cost for some.  Those who seek to hold the line of 

traditionalism and formalism, cannot expect the Lord to move among them.  

He looks to find the assemblies and pastors who are willing to move over into 

the flow of the Spirit today.  He will find such men and they will gladly pay 

the price.” (Australian Evangel Vol. 33 No. 9) 

How true these words were!   Mt. Gravatt assembly reported an ingathering of over 
100 souls with the ministry of Arthur Blessit.  Victoria and Tasmania announced faith 

goals for a 21% increase in the next two years.   Klemzig assembly, led by Andrew 

Evans, reported good growth.  

The Assemblies in Queensland reported a growth rate of 30% in two years. South 

Australia gave thanks to God for a 29% increase. (Australian Evangel Vol. 34 No. 3) 

 

 

 

 

Ron Wilson 
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Commonwealth Conference Planning 
 

he theme of the next General Conference was set – “Go Forward!”  General 
Superintendent, Ralph R Read had invited the principal guest speaker, Dr. 

Yonggi Cho from the 30,000-member Full Gospel Church, Seoul, Korea.   
 

He contacted Denis V Smith to arrange the next conference as he had presented 
new concepts to the Committee on Restructure on the nature of conferences. He 
had recommended changes to the somewhat dated events which were held on 

camp grounds with a few hundred delegates who gave most of the time to 
debating constitutional matters.   Denis’ response was, “I’m happy to do it but 

only if I report to you Ralph, as General Superintendent and not to the 
Commonwealth Executive or a committee due to the lateness of the invitation.”  
An agreement was made. 

 
Denis immediately called a personal friend, Gordon Akehurst (son of Pastor 

William G Akehurst, one of the early founders of the Assemblies of God in Australia 
Fellowship) to look out for a hall to seat 2,000 in the city of Melbourne.  Another 
call to Mr. Ernie Jones from the Oakleigh assembly, to act as Conference Treasurer 

was accepted.   A final call to Pastor Fred Buse, the Victorian State Superintendent 
requesting his assistance from the Victorian Presbytery was readily agreed to.  

 
Within a couple of days, Gordon Akehurst had found the Dallas Brooks Hall to be 
available for the dates. “Book it!” Denis responded.  When he informed Ralph Read 

of this decision, the opening question was obvious, “Where will you get the money 
to pay for all this?”  “Trust me,” Denis responded, “we will charge a nominal fee 

for registration to cover booking costs and morning and afternoon teas and other 
incidentals.  I will only need around 600 to attend and we will make budget.” 
 

T 
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A few negative responses were received from individuals who felt it was wrong to 

use the facilities of a Masonic lodge but the overwhelming positive response from 
the majority soon silenced the critics. This was a great step of faith as conference 

attendance numbered only a couple of hundred delegates in times past.   
 
Denis was pastoring an Adelaide church at the time and flew to Melbourne to meet 

the Victorian ministers to share vision and convince them concerning the concept 
of a Conference/Convention.  

 
Fred Buse, the State Superintendent strongly 
supported the concept and the ministers readily 

accepted the idea and pledged their support to make 
it work. The event would be totally different, 

scheduled from 21st to the 27th April and held over a 
long weekend.   
 

Sunday morning services were continued at the 14 
Victorian assemblies, hosting visiting ministers to 

preach.   
 

The Sunday evening services would be closed down 
and all would seek to attend the Dallas Brooks Hall for 
a great rally. 

 
 

Dallas Brookes Hall seating 2,000 

Fred Buse 



 
GO FORWARD!                                                                                                                   DENIS V SMITH 

Go Forward! – Assemblies of God in Australia Conference 1977                                Page 23 of 50 

 
A call to Ray Moulton from Gospel Film Ministry 

resulted in his offering free movies to be screened for 
the youth and children. Pastor James Sharman 

volunteered to lead a vibrant Children’s ministry during 
the conference.  
 

A block booking for excellent hotel suites was made 
with the Young Women’s Christian Association with 

options given to those who wished to stay at the Beulah 
Heights Camp.  Buses ran daily to the Dallas Brooks 
Hall.  Discount vouchers to restaurants in the area were 

provided to registrants.  
 

Ralph Read invited Rev. David Asel from the USA, Rev. 
Fred Howsaire from Indonesia, Rev. Allan Langstaff 
from Temple Trust, Rev. Ezra Coppin from USA and 

Rev, Leo Harris, the President of Christian Revival 
Crusade.   

 
Along with many of our own ministers, the Conference was breaking old concepts 

in its planning.   
 

Electives were scheduled for ministers, 

Christian Leaders, Minister’s wives, 
Women, young people and children. Each 

of the elective speakers was invited to 
prepare their notes in advance for 
printing and circulation to attendees – 

another new concept. The Australian 
Evangel produced a conference edition –  

 
“This edition of the Australian Evangel is 
dedicated to the 21st Commonwealth 

Conference of the Australian Assemblies 
of Cod.  The Australian Conference 

follows hard on the heels of the recent 
World Pentecostal Conference in London 
where Yonggi Cho, the esteemed South 

Korean pastor, inspired and challenged 
the thousands of delegates with his 

accounts of the remarkable growth of his 
church in South Korea.  
 

For our Commonwealth Conference, Yonggi Cho is our keynote speaker, and his 
ministry is awaited with great anticipation.  While many historic churches today 

are reporting a tragic membership decline with missionary enterprise being greatly 
curtailed and an attendance drop of up to 50 per cent in the Sunday School area, 
we are glad to report this is not the total Christian scene. The world - wide 

Pentecostal movement is leaving its dynamic mark in many countries: Korea, 
Brazil, the United States, Sweden.  

Raymond Moulton 
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And even in Italy, the largest Protestant church in this overwhelmingly Roman 
Catholic country is the Assemblies of God, with over 800 Assemblies established 

since the war. 
 

In Australia many Pentecostal gatherings and rallies are drawing their thousands. 
Assemblies in Queensland recorded a growth rate of 30 per cent in the last two 
years, with South Australia right behind with a 29 per cent growth in the same 

period. 
 

Assemblies of God missionary giving over the last two years has exceeded 
expectation. More than $380,000 was given for overseas missions from this young 
movement.   

 
The Commonwealth Bible College, situated in 

Katoomba, is forced to extend its training facilities. 
This educational programme is now supplemented by 
State Bible Schools in Perth and Adelaide and the fine 

International Correspondence Institute based in 
Melbourne. 

 
The name "The Southern Land of the Holy Spirit" – 

given by the Spaniards – is beginning to find real 
fulfillment in these challenging days.” (Australian 

Evangel Vol.34 No.3) 

 
 
 

 

 

Aeron Morgan 

Commonwealth Bible College, Katoomba, NSW 
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Commonwealth Bible College and Lecturers, Graceville, 1971 

Denis V Smith, Irene Rix, Joseph Vitello, Reg Klimionok, Ralph Read, Robert Dunk, Stan Hunt, 

Fred Lancaster 
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21st Biennial Conference/Convention 
 

he Australian Evangel announced almost prophetically – “Melbourne will be 
Different!” (Australian Evangel Vol. 34 No. 1) 

 

An exciting new format for the conference had been arranged.  Six guest speakers; 
numerous electives for pastors, workers, men, women, youth and children; city-

wide outreach rallies with Yonggi Cho and an outstanding celebration banquet, 
were part of the programme.  This conference would indeed be different!   

 

An attempt to reach out to leaders of other 
Pentecostal groups resulted in Leo Harris, 

national leader the Christian Revival Crusade and 
Alan Langstaff who was becoming a strong voice 
in encouraging Pentecostal unity in the nation, 

attending. 
 

General Superintendent, Ralph R. Read, opened 
the Conference with a message on the importance 
of holiness in this corrupt age.  His ministry was 

followed by much time given to prayer.    
 

At the opening convention service, Yonggi Cho 
welcomed the large crowd in the Dallas Brooks 

Hall. 700 delegates and visitors, representing 
Assemblies of God churches had registered for 
the Conference sessions.    

T 

Leo Harris 
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“I am so glad you are here,” said Cho, Senior Pastor of the Yoido Full Gospel 

Church, as he graciously bowed to the audience. “I understand you have set a 
new record for registered delegates and visitors from all over Australia – 700 – 

Congratulations!  I have 700 deacons in my church!”   
 
That was somewhat deflating after Denis had expressed a little pride to his friends 

for breaking old records. However, Cho had our attention!  
 

Pastor Ron Wilson from Hobart, wrote this report in the Australian Evangel: 
 
A NEW ERA BEGINS AT CONFERENCE 21 

 
The new format of the Commonwealth Conference of the Assemblies of God in 

Australia, launched a new era in the life of the movement. 
 
Conference 21, convened in Melbourne from April 21 to 27, was the largest and 

most inspiring convention to date. 
 

Undoubtedly, the highlight was the ministry of Dr. Yonggi Cho, of South Korea. 
The impact of Dr. Yonggi Cho could be described as revolutionary. Delegates hung 

on every word as he shared in seminar sessions, while each evening up to 2OOO 
people listened to his faith-inspiring messages. 

 

Rev. Yonggi Cho, South Korea 
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Many received healing while seated in the congregation as Pastor Cho, through 

the word of knowledge, announced what was taking place. 
 

Dr. Cho's concepts of faith were enhanced by the honest, candid exposure of his 
own experiences. It was the largest conference ever conducted by the Assemblies 
of God in Australia with 343 delegates and many observers registering officially. 

Many others participated without making registration. 
 

The previous biennial conference in 1975 had 190 registrations while the last 
Melbourne conference in 1971 had 174. 
 

THE FIRST DAY 
 

This was a noisy, happy occasion as delegates greeted one another in the crowded 
foyer of the beautiful Dallas Brooks Hall. Friendships were renewed; excitement 
was in the air; a great 21st birthday was commencing. 

 
Pastor Ralph R Read in the first address of the 

conference emphasised the importance of holiness in 
this corrupt age.  

 
Enumerating the high standards Paul set for leaders in 
the first-century church, Brother Read said that these 

were the same for today. Amidst a rapidly changing 
world, the Word of God, its demands, its message, 

remained constant. The winds of change might blow, 
he said, but we were looking for the rushing mighty 
wind of the Holy Ghost. 

 
The main activity of the opening day was prayer, 

many praying through the lunch period. Concluding 
the prayer session, Pastor Fred Buse spoke on the 
power of prayer with an emphasis on faith and the 

unlimited resources of God. Similar themes came to 
the surface as the dominant emphasis of the 

conference. 
 
Dr. Cho's first evening address was his personal 

testimony – a story of the grace and power of God told 
with wonderful anointing. Several responded to the call 

for salvation and many stood to testify to healing at the 
end of the service. 
 

VISITING SPEAKERS 
 

Alan Langstaff, who was being used by God to influence 
the activities of the Australian Charismatic movement 
was one of the invited speakers.  He later became a 

member of Yonggi Cho’s Honorary Board of Church 
Growth International along with Andrew Evans and 

Reg. Klimionok. 

Ralph Read 

Alan Langstaff 
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Other overseas speakers included Southern Baptist, Rev. Ezra Coppin, of the 
U.S.A. and Rev. David Asel, evangelist from Maine, U.S.A. Mr. Asel thrilled the 

gathering when he took for his text "Thy Kingdom Come." Again, the victorious, 
all powerful Christ was presented. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
SUCCESSFUL SEMINARS 

 
The seminar sessions were outstanding. Included was instruction about the family 

– particularly in regard to the pastoral home. Among those presenting papers on 
this theme were Brother Coppin and Pastor Joseph Vitello. 
 

Church growth was the subject of Rev. J. Davis and Pastor R. Klimionok, while 
guest Rev. Alan Langstaff, Methodist Director of the Temple Trust in Sydney, gave 

a most articulate and perceptive survey of the Australian Charismatic scene. 
 

David Asel                                   Fred Howsaire                                            Ezra Coppin 

Leaders at the conference: Denis V Smith, Conference Organiser; David Asel (USA); Rev. Yonggi 

Cho; Ralph R Read, General Superintendent; Ezra Coppin (USA); Aeron Morgan, Principal, C.B.C. 
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Many aspects of ministry: youth work, follow-up, altar call, baptism in the Holy 

Spirit, women's roles, and so on, were featured.  
 

Notable among the seminar speakers was Pastor Leo Harris, founder president of 
the Christian Revival Crusade. 
 

IMPRESSIVE EXHIBITS 
 

Occupying the attention of delegates between sessions were many displays. The 
Foreign Missions Department, Commonwealth Bible College, Teen Challenge, 
International Correspondence Institute, Royal Rangers, Gospel Publishing House, 

and Maranatha Bible School all were represented. 
 

ADMINSTRATIVE CHANGES 
 
In a conference which majored on inspiration rather than business, a surprising 

amount of changes were made. Most significant was the reduction of the Executive 
presbytery to seven members and the setting up of separate Directorates for 

Commonwealth Bible College and the Foreign Missions Department. Each of these 
committees has five members. 

 
There had been a fuel strike over that weekend and this limited the attendees who 
packed the hall.  “We don’t know where we would have put them,” the conference 

organisers commented.   Seminar sessions gave numerous options for people of 
all ages and interests to attend. Outstanding exhibits from Assemblies of God 

World Missions, led by W George Forbes, Commonwealth Bible College with 
Principal Aeron Morgan and the students, along with other Departmental stands 
were well visited features of the Conference.   

 
There was a move away from a full-time General Superintendent to a part-time 

position as some years ago. At the same time the position of Secretary-Treasurer 
became a fulltime one. 
 

One dramatic change occurred.  Ralph R Read had been elected as the General 
Superintendent by a small majority and after consideration declined the position.  

This created ripples throughout the conference delegates.   
 
After calling for nominations, the resultant vote was that Andrew Evans be 

appointed as the General Superintendent.  Andrew expressed his private thoughts 
after the Conference, that “God had been speaking to me about a leadership role 

in the Fellowship.”  His conciliatory approach also brought a sense of unity 
between the “conservatives” and the “progressives” of the Fellowship. 
 

Philip Hills expressed his disappointment that conference had not set faith goals 
for the next two years.   

 
Encouraged by Cho’s ministry, his recommendation “That this Conference set a 
faith goal of 50% membership increase” was warmly accepted by the delegates. 

 
 

 



 
GO FORWARD!                                                                                                                   DENIS V SMITH 

Go Forward! – Assemblies of God in Australia Conference 1977                                Page 32 of 50 

 
 

THE NEW APPOINTMENTS 
 

Pastor Andrew Evans, of South Australia, was elected General Superintendent; 
Pastor Fred R Buse (Victoria) Assistant General Superintendent; Pastor Harold W 
Bartholomew (Queensland) Secretary-Treasurer; Executive Members: Pastors 

William Cathie (W.A.), Philip Hills (N.S.W.), David Cartledge, Reg Klimionok (Qld). 
 

College Directorate: Principal Aeron Morgan; Pastors Fred Lancaster, Denis V 
Smith, Jim Davis and Lloyd Averill.  
 

Foreign Missions Council: Director, Pastor W George Forbes; Pastors Roy Short, 
Peter Fairbanks, Jack Easton, and Alec T. Davidson. 

 
BRILLIANT ORGANISER 
 

Ron Wilson commented, “Pastor Denis V. Smith, conference 
co-ordinator with a team of volunteers, put together a 

masterpiece of organisation while registrar, Mr. Ern Jones, 
handled $25,000 in the affairs of the conference.” 

 
David Cartledge commented to Denis as he was leaving 
Conference on the final day, “Well Denis, we are never going 

back to the old camp format again!” 
 

 
GO FORWARD 
 

In his concluding remarks, the retiring Superintendent, Pastor R. Read, referred 
to the conference slogan. He said it had been considered making the theme "Go 

Forward Together."  However, the 'together' was implied in the shorter title. 
 
The incoming Superintendent, Pastor Andrew 

Evans, speaking at the banquet, when over 500 
people were present, also urged this forward thrust 

together.  
 
He paid tribute to the 

dedication and leadership 
of Pastor and Mrs. Ralph 

and Iris Read who had 
brought the Assemblies 
of God in Australia to this 

point, where the 
Fellowship was poised on 

the threshold of great 
growth. 
 

 

Andrew Evans 

Denis V Smith 

Ralph & Iris Read 
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Dr. Cho in his final word at the banquet said the 

A.O.G. in Australia, celebrating its 21st conference, 
had "become a young man." It was the beginning of 

a new era. He commented on the great eagerness of 
delegates to move forward in God.  In this he was 
right.  

 
As pastors and leaders returned to every State, to 

many far-flung fields of service, it was with renewed 
vision and quickened faith. “The new format of the 
1977 Commonwealth Conference of the Assemblies 

of God, launched a new era in the life of the 
Movement.  (Australian Evangel Vol 34 No. 4) 

 
 

 

Lloyd Averill’s article, When the Dust Settles, 

captured a picture of the nation and challenged 

leaders with sobering thoughts: 

“God has mightily disturbed the status quo over the 

past few years... there exist large churches which 

were not there before... there are projects and 

achievements, either in process or in full bloom, 

which have come to birth. There are people, for 

years in Pentecostal churches, who are now 

professing a renewal of faith and vision.  Some old-

line churches, about to close are instead, bursting 

with life.  As the dust settles, what do we see?   Not 

the issues which caused fuss and furore, but a more 

clearly delineated picture of the purpose of God in 

Christ for our age. 

Every revival has its characteristics and special features.   Prostrations and strong 

cryings with Finney and Wesley; political implications with Luther; remarkable 

conversions in William Booth’s day; missionary zeal and outreach with the 1859 

revival in Great Britain; joy in the Welsh revival and deep heart searching in the New 

Hebrides. 

Many of these things remain, but as well, there is always a lasting deposit that 

becomes a permanent contribution to the church of Jesus Christ.   One word is 

emerging very clearly in our day and that is AUTHORITY.   There is a genuine urge 

for authority within the church as seen in discipleship programmes and changes in 

church structure and government.  There is also a desire for the expression of 

authority to our world as seen in the challenge of intercession designed to change 

governments.  Worship is considered as having a Godward aspect, and in addition, 

an effect upon the powers of darkness, even to their overthrow.  The greatest 

tragedy that can happen to any revival is for us to receive it and then accommodate 

it to our concepts and customs, until in a short time, it is almost unrecognisable…  

Rev. Yonggi Cho 

Lloyd Averill 

Yonggi Cho 
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We write our Constitutions, frame our by-laws, declare our doctrine, and we, as it 

were, say to God, “Now fit into this!”  The Lord will not oblige us, for He said He 

would build His church, not ours.  The Pentecostal Revival came as a protest against 

liberal theology, dead denominationalism and cold orthodoxy.    

It is quite evident, that in the 1960s, approximately a jubilee after the first move, 

God has seen fit to send a second move.   The test is now on.  Will this move be 

crystallised into a movement?  This will happen if we let history have its course.   But 

if we earnestly seek for the inspirational life and example of the prophets, we will be 

saved from this disaster... There was a clear supernatural element in their lives and 

an inspiration which made their words either gladness or madness to their hearers… 

This is the root from whence the church grows in inspiration and revelation.   

Let the power of Elijah, the prophetic insight of Daniel, the honesty of Amos, the 

beauty of Isaiah and the heart-throb of Jeremiah, remind us that this recent move 

of the Spirit in our land has a lasting deposit from God, which He wishes to see 

blossoming forth as never before. 

May the prophetic spirit permeate our churches, sometimes the gift of prophecy, 

sometimes anointed words from the pulpit, sometimes a word of wisdom or of 

knowledge, but always, unmistakably, the inspiration of the Holy Ghost upon us, for 

such a time as this.” (Australian Evangel Vol. 34 No. 6) 

The Commonwealth Home Mission Department announced Church Growth 

Seminars in strategic centres. In July 1978, 220 church leaders from Australia, New 

Zealand and Papua New Guinea, travelled to the Full Gospel Central Church in Seoul, 

Korea, for an outstanding Church Growth Seminar.   

The General Superintendent, Andrew Evans, commented on the church’s 

phenomenal size, prayer, faith and dedication.  It was an exposure that would never 

be forgotten as spirits and concepts were expanded.  

Some of the principles shared were: 

• ‘Negative thinking leads to a negative heart and the destruction of 

faith.’ 

• ‘It’s not the lack of money, it is the lack of ideas.’ 

• ‘Pray, but in your praying, get dreams, visions, imaginations, given by 

the Holy Spirit.’ 

• ‘The Holy Spirit waits to give us entry into the fourth dimension of the 

creative spirit world.’ 

• ‘There are three powerful prayers – prayer all night; prayer with 

fasting; and prayer in tongues.’ 

• ‘For growth in the local church, unanimity and surrender are essential.’ 

• ‘Your church can grow!’ 

“God cannot build His Church any bigger than He builds the leadership.  Christian 

leadership in Australia has been enlarged in mind and spirit,” reported one of the 

leaders.    
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The inspiration received from the ministry of Yonggi Cho, who at that time reported 

a total of 81,555 members with a new member being added every twenty minutes 

was dynamic.   He emphasised the role of the Holy Spirit in his church’s growth 

commenting, “This phenomenal expansion could not have occurred without the 

continued efforts of the pastoral staff and lay leadership.” (Australian Evangel, Vol. 36 

No.6) 

People were inspired by the demonstration of faith and inspiration they witnessed in 

Korea.  Then came the challenge to transmit these truths into reality in Australia. 

Church leaders had to be inspired, faith implanted in the hearts of congregations, 

and “realistic faith goals” set.  It worked! 

 

Norman L. Armstrong encouraged the leaders of the 
Fellowship by stating they needed “five things to make 
this our most effective hour: A consuming passion, a 

conquering spirit, a clear vision, a corresponding 
confession and the constant companionship with the 

Holy Spirit.” (Australian Evangel Vol 36. No.7) 

 In many ways, those imperatives have not changed. 

 

Full Gospel Church, Seoul, South Korea 

Normal Armstrong 
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World Missions Giving 
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