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BORN CRUCIFIED 

Denis V Smith 
 

 
ne of the great principles of Christianity is that all the benefits of 

what Christ accomplished by coming to this earth, can become part 
of the believer’s life! 

 
Christianity is not a religion – it is a relationship! 

 
It is not a code of ethics – it is commitment to a person! 

 
It is not a series of laws – it is salvation from a covenant of law that we 

could not keep in our own strength! 
 

It is not a standard of rules – it is a transferring from the kingdom of 

darkness to the kingdom of Christ! 
 

 
Around 90 times in the New Testament two words are used with great 

significance – “in Christ!”  
  

O 
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In the letter to the Ephesians Paul uses the phrase with great significance. 
 

This phrase informs us of the need for a vital relationship with Christ and 
all that relationship is intended to bring. 

  
In Christ we are saints! 

 
1:1  Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, To the saints in 

Ephesus, the faithful in Christ Jesus:  
 

In Christ we receive all God’s blessings! 
 

1:3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 

blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.  
 

In Christ the mystery of God’s will is revealed! 
 

1:9 And he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his 
good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ,  

 
In Christ we bring glory to God! 

 
1:12 in order that we, who were the first to hope in Christ, might be for 

the praise of his glory.  
 

In Christ we receive the seal of God’s Holy Spirit! 
 

1:13 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of 

truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in 
him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit,  

 
In Christ, God’s power in the world was exerted! 

 
1:20 which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and 

seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms,  
 

In Christ, God brings to believer to a place of authority and power 
to demonstrate His grace! 

 
2:6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the 

heavenly realms in Christ Jesus,  
 

2:7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable 

riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.  
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In Christ, we perform good works! 

 
2:10  For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good 

works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.  
 

In Christ, we are brought near to God! 
 

2:13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been 
brought near through the blood of Christ.  

 
In Christ, we share in God’s eternal plan with Israel! 

 
3:6 This mystery is that through the gospel, the Gentiles are heirs 

together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together 

in the promise in Christ Jesus.  
 

In Christ, God is glorified in the Church throughout all ages! 
 

3:21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 
generations, for ever and ever! Amen.  

 
In Christ, we have the potential and power to forgive others! 

 
4:32 Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just 

as in Christ God forgave you.  
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Thus, Calvary was not just the place where a formal transaction occurred – 
Christ, the just suffered for us the unjust; not just the place where Christ 

paid a debt for us and we receive the blessings of the payment being made 
in full. 

 
Paul’s understanding of being “In Christ” led him to a more fruitful 

understanding - a oneness, not only of the present and the future - 
 

but also, and equally of the past! 
 

In Galatians 2:20, he utters the magnificent words... 
 

“I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, 

but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the 
flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 

Himself for me.” [Galatians 2:20 NKJV] 

 

He carries himself back to the cross; identifies himself with the Redeemer 
and shares in the virtue and endurance of the divine penalty! 

 

 

Mary, the mother of Christ experienced a sword piercing her soul, as she 
endured the sufferings of seeing her son crucified. 

 
But, we share in a deeper intimacy than that of Mary at that time. 

 
I am crucified with Christ! 
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This is identity! 
 

Identifying with what God says occurred at Calvary! 
 

In the Old Testament offerings, the Israelite brought his sacrificial animal 
to the priest and laid his hands on its head as the animal was slain. 

 
In doing so, he identified with the animal; transferring his sin and guilt in 

type and seeing the animal die in his place! 
 

He walked away a free man. 
 

So it is, that faith lays its hands on Christ and transmits the sin and guilt to 

the spotless sacrifice, and walks away free. 
 

He endures the curse and we receive the blessing; 

He bears the pain and we obtain the merits of His death; 
 

He drinks the vinegar and gall that we might enjoy the wine of blessing! 
 

He dies – and we live forever! 
 

Such was the sacrifice of Calvary – the atonement for sins – once and for 

ever – our sins never to be remembered against us again. 
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God cast our sins into the sea of His forgetfulness! 

 
But Calvary does not only deal with our sin – it deals with our nature – our 

very life! 
 

At the cross, our nature is brought to trial! 
 

We hear much of the personality and temperament of mankind as 
identified with the Greeks of old. 

 
The Choleric – who must control, organize, regulate, supervise, 

administer, govern and superintend. 
 

The Sanguine – who must enjoy, laugh, chuckle, cackle and experience 

the “warm fuzzies” in everything that happens. 
 

The Melancholy – who must enumerate, itemise, describe, recount and 
detail the minute aspects of all dimensions of life. 

 
The Phlegmatic – The impassive, indifferent, nonchalant individual who 

waves white flags to surrender for the sake of peace! 
 

And in a sense, the definitions are realistic. 
 

But, the danger is excusing ourselves by saying, “that’s how I was born!” 
 

It may be true, that you were born with those potentials – but there is 
another birth that is even greater than the first!  

  

Jesus said, “we must be born again” [John 3:3] 

 

The Apostle Peter says in 1 Peter 1:22-23 that we have “purified our 
souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the 

brethren, loving one another fervently with a pure heart, having 
been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through 

the word of God which lives and abides forever.” 
 

“having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible,” 
means through the power of God’s Holy Spirit, [John 3:5] we were “born 

again” by the supernatural impregnation of the Divine power.     
 

The words, “incorruptible seed” speaks of the Divine act of conception 
whereby we received a life which is far superior to that which was imparted 

to us by natural parenthood! 
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“Born again” means a new life! 

 
John said, “We know that whoever is born of God does not sin; but 

he who has been born of God keeps himself, and the wicked one 
does not touch him.” [1 John 5:18.] 

 
Does not sin? 

 
How can this be? Humanly speaking, we find a continuing struggle in the 

area of temptation and sin! 
 

So often we find ourselves crying, “the evil I don’t want to do, I find myself 
doing continually and the good I want to do, I cannot get started on!” 

 

Can I get to a place of victory like this? 
 

Yes! 
 

Paul said in 2 Corinthians 5:17, “if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation; old things have passed away; behold all things have 

become new!” 

As we said, “It may be true, that you were born with natural 

temperaments and potentials – but there is another birth that is even 

greater than the first! 
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As our first and natural birth gives us the potentials of our parents – eye 

colour; face shape; height and weight – so – this second birth gives us the 
potential of our heavenly parentage! 

 
His character, temperament and qualities that are born through the 

“incorruptible seed” [sperm] 
 

“Yes, but that is fine,” you say, “but what about the character. 
Temperament and qualities that I inherited through my natural parentage –

– the ones that cause me all the trouble?” 
 

My father was Irish – I have an “Irish temper?” 
 

I have red hair – therefore, I have a fiery temper? 

 
My mother was frightened by a bull terrier – someone told me that’s why I 

am scared of dogs? 
 

Now, I have had a reasonably torrid background – most of you don’t realise 
that – but as a child I was kicked from pillar to post and discovered things 

about my life that created incredible pressures! 
 

I spoke to a doctor once who told me I have most of the things in my 
background that would indicate I was destined for failure! 

 
My father continually told me I would amount to nothing in life! 

 
My School principal told me I would end up a failure! 

 

My friends told me I was just a nobody! 
 

But on the 27th November 1958, I was “born again, not of corruptible 
seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and 

abides forever.”  
 

And I read in Scripture “if anyone was in Christ, he became a new 
creation; old things passed away; behold all things became new!” [2 

Corinthians 5:17 NKJV] 

 

And you know something – I believed what God said about me, more than 
what anyone else in this world said about me then – or will ever say about 

me in the future! 
 

Maybe I’m simple – but I’m simple enough to believe that God’s Word is 
true and humanity’s judgments on me are only speculation, and at the best 

based on faulty judgments! 
 



Born Crucified!                                                                 Denis V Smith 

 

©Solutions by Design 2018                                                               Page 12 of 21 

 

But what happened to my old nature and temperament? 

 
What did God do with it? 

 
HE KILLED IT! 

 
Actually, I was born crucified! 

 
Crucifixion is an unusual way to die – actually, you cannot crucify yourself - 

someone else has to do it for you! 
 

How tragic it is to see Christians trying to please God by their own attempts 
at “self-crucifixion.”   You cannot do it! 

 

The best you get is a pain in your hand and foot!  And you become a pain in 
the neck to others! 

 
We cannot subject ourselves to self-attained death and resurrection – the 

corpse rises again and again to haunt us! 
 

Granted, there is the sacrifice of self when it comes to fulfilling the 
requirements of discipleship but those sacrifices do not cause us to achieve 

victory in our lives by “self-crucifixion!” 
 

We need to subject ourselves to the Divine Executioner! 
 

You cannot hold anything up to God that is without blemish. 
 

Someone said, “Even our tears need to be washed in His blood and our very 

penitence sanctified by His sorrow.” 
 

“Let me know when I have suffered enough,” cries the voice of faith that is 
still in bondage to law. 

 
Faith cries – 

 
“Let me know that I have already died to satisfy the requirements of a Holy 

God.” 
 

“Let me know that I have died with Him at Calvary!” 
 

“Let me believe that I was in effect, crucified on Calvary and He will stand 
before the Throne on my behalf!” 

 

His was the penalty and mine was the sin; 
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His was the shame – mine now the glory; 

 
His, the thorns – mine the crown! 

 
Our death in Christ has been accomplished; “I have been crucified with 

Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which 
I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and 

gave Himself for me.” 
 

My death in Christ is like the two-edged sword that turned every way to 
exclude mankind from the Garden of Eden – it presents a destroying edge 

to every foe that seeks to draw me back into the kingdom of darkness. 
 

The WORLD – with its alluring charm and enticing affections has no power 

– the cross has severed me from its enslaving bondage. 
 

Paul’s cry of Galatians 6:14 is my battle cry to the “world” and its 
enticements. 

 
“But God forbid that I should glory except in the cross of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, by whom the world has been crucified to me, and I to 
the world.” [Galatians 6:14 NKJV] 

 
The world may momentarily tempt me but I know that it has no power over 

me – its tyranny is broken – its authority destroyed – I am loosed from its 
clutches! 

 
With Paul, in Romans 6:2, I say, “How shall we who are dead to sin, 

live any longer therein?” 

 
For a believer to go back to the world is to put our Lord to open shame, 

make Him retrace His footsteps on the Via Dolorosa and to crucify Him 
afresh! 

 
And can I do this to the Lord of Glory?   Never in a thousand years? 

 
Never! 

 
The FLESH, warring against the power of the Holy Spirit in my life – 

seeking to have me break every covenant that I have ever made with God –
this enemy from whom we can never seek to escape – 

 
This “flesh” which I identify as the sum total of my human instincts 

wrongly directed – directed to sin and selfishness rather than in the pleasing 

of my Lord and Master. 
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What can I do? 

 
I am like the condemned man, carrying on my own body, the corpse of my 

victim – his death becoming mine – the corruption from his presence killing 
me! 

 
What can I do to release myself from the bondage of my old nature – a 

choleric; a phlegmatic; a sanguine or a melancholy? 
 

Call it what I want – its sinful! 
 

I cry like Paul in Romans 7:24, “O wretched person that I am, who 
shall deliver me from the body of this death?” 

 

Then I remember, “I was born crucified!” 
 

Christ put the nail of death through my lower nature when He gave His 
body to the smiters. 

 
I cry with the language of Galatians 5:24, “And those who are Christ’s 

have crucified the flesh with is passions and desires!” [Galatians 5:24 

NKJV] 

 

Therefore, “I will live in the Spirit and walk in the Spirit” [Galatians 5:25] 

 

Because “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, 
but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live 

by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.” 

 
If people get on my goat – I must crucify my goat!  I must not slay them by 

the viciousness of my tongue! 
 

My flesh, although wounded unto death may still seek to struggle for its lost 
dominion, must recognise that the grave has closed over me and not only 

have I died, but I need no longer sin and in the words of Romans 6:1-7 I 
proclaim   

 
What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace 

may increase? By no means! We died to sin; how can we live in 
it any longer? Or don’t you know that all of us who were 

baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?  
 

We were therefore buried with him through baptism into 

death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 
through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 
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If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will 

certainly also be united with him in his resurrection.  
 

For we know that our old self was crucified with him so  that 
the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no 

longer be slaves to sin - because anyone who has died has 
been freed from sin. 

 
I therefore allow the Divine seed to bring forth the true life of righteousness 

and I proclaim my heavenly parentage when I say in the words of 
Colossians 3:3, “I died - and my life is hidden with Christ in God!” 

 
Even SATAN, the head and instigator of all other enemies had been 

disarmed and doomed. 

 
Christ took on flesh that He might destroy him who had the power of death, 

that is the devil, and deliver them, who through fear of death, were all their 
lifetime subject to bondage! [Hebrews 2:15] 

 
On Calvary, Christ triumphed over death by first becoming the victim of 

death and then, in His resurrection triumphing over death! 
 

A bee dies when it stings!  
 

Satan lost his power when he stung Christ!    
 

Romaine said, “Death stung itself to death when it stung Christ.” 
 

And me?   

 
Can Satan have any power over me? Not if I was “born crucified!” 

 
You see, “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, 

but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live 
by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.” 

 
The tense of the sentence is called in the Greek language the “aorist” tense. 

 
This means that this act happened in the past and will never happen again. 

 
When I realise I was “born crucified” I can claim the promises of Romans 

6:8-14. 
 

Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with 

him.  
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For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot 

die again; death no longer has mastery over him.  
 

The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he 
lives to God.  

 
In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in 

Christ Jesus.  
 

Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey 
its evil desires.  

 
Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of 

wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have 

been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to 
him as instruments of righteousness 

 
For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but 

under grace.  
                                                            

You see, that which is born of the flesh is flesh – but that which is born of 
the Spirit is spirit!   I was “born crucified” but I live by faith in Jesus 

Christ! 
 

I take on His characteristics now – the old characteristics were the “fruit of 
the flesh” and must never be named in my life! 

 
“The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, 

impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, 

jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and 
envy; drunkenness, orgies and the like.  I warn you as I did 

before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of 
God.” [Galatians 5:16-21 NIV] 

 
The “fruit of the Spirit” – the fruit of discipleship must ever be named in my 

life! 
 

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such 

things there is no law.   
 

That’s what the Divine seed produces! 
 

“Those who belong to Jesus Christ have crucified the flesh with its 

passions and desires.  Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step 
with the Spirit.” [Galatians 5:22-25 NIV] 
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I suppose all I have to do is heed the exhortation, “Since we live by the 
Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.” 

 
A mother stood by the road and watched her son marching by in his platoon 

– “Look,” she cried, “there’s my son.  And look – he’s the only one in step!” 
You know that everyone else was in step and he had missed the beat! 

 
But, don’t excuse yourself either – “Since we live by the Spirit, let us 

keep in step with the Spirit.” 
 

In this world, I march to the beat of another drum.  The world, the flesh 
and the Devil seek to pressure me into marching to their beat – but they fail 

– because I was “born crucified” and the Eternal God has placed a song in 

my heart to a different beat. 
 

The world may think I’m out of step – but God looks down from His throne 
and says, “He’s my son – she’s my daughter – and they are in step with me 

– they were “born crucified” and they live by faith in Me!” 
 

God says of His children, “It is no longer they who live, but Christ lives 
in them; and the life which they now live in the flesh they live by 

faith in the Son of God, who loved them and gave Himself for them.” 
 

They were “born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, 
through the word of God which lives and abides forever.” 

 
 

 
God rejoices as He speaks of His people. 
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“They bear my resemblance; by them the world will see that Christ is alive!” 
 

“By them, the good news that Christ can save them from sin will be 
preached.” 

 
They were born crucified but their life is hid with Christ in God! 

 
Born crucified – an enigma to the world but the basis upon which we live 

our Christian life! 
 

Born crucified – what a way to live – forever! 
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