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Beautiful Hearts – Beautiful Feet 
The Jack and Hazel Easton Story 

“How beautiful on the mountains 

    are the feet of those who bring good news, 

who proclaim peace, 

    who bring good tidings, 

    who proclaim salvation, 

who say to Zion, 

  ”Your God reigns!” 

Isaiah 52:7 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Denis & Gwen Smith 
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Denis & Gwen Smith – Easter Convention Speakers at Yangoru –  
just made it through the muddy roads! 1967 
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Our Tribute 
 
 
Jack and Hazel Easton had no 
biological children.  Although, it must 
be said at the outset that they have 
thousands of children and 
grandchildren – only heaven’s records 
hold the reality of those numbers. 
 
Gwen and I had the privilege to 
become two of those children to Jack 
and Hazel.  Although Gwen was their 
niece, she was looked on as a 
‘daughter’ and myself the nephew 
that God brought into their lives 
through marriage to Gwen.   
 
When it comes to important cultural 
ceremonies, there is often a greater 
bond in the New Guinea culture 
between uncle and nephew than 
father and son.   
 
We respect that relationship, and 
hold dear the many memories of this 
incredible couple, who had beautiful 
hearts and beautiful feet. 
 
In a nation where, oral tradition was 
the foundation for keeping memories 
alive, this is our tribute, to ensure 
that their story is not forgotten, and 
that those who read it will 
understand the legacy they left 
around the world. 
 

Denis and Gwen 
Jack Easton, Gwen Smith (Neville), Hazel Easton  

Yangoru 1966 

Denis Smith on the Sepik River cutting out an airstrip 1964 
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England to Australia 
 
Although Hazel’s ancestry can be traced back to 1715, the story of Jack and Hazel Easton begins 
with Hazel’s grandparents, John and Emma Neville who were born in England. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Queen Victoria was reigning in England when Frederick was born in 1876 to John and Emma 
Neville, and travelled as a child from England to Australia with his parents and three siblings. On 
the 18th August 1883, the family arrived in Brisbane, Queensland as Bounty Immigrants, after a 
three-month journey to Australia on the Zamora, with 420 passengers on board. John was 36 
and Emma was 33. Frederick was only six!  

 
Around 15 years before 
that time a young man, 
John Mayers had come 
to Australia on a fast 
clipper, the Flying 
Cloud.  
 
John was a very 
industrious young man 
and worked hard to 
better himself in his 
new land – Australia.  
 

Leaving London on the Sailing Ship Zamora 

The Flying Cloud 
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Eventually John met and married Sarah Lanham, also an emigrant from England who had come 
to Australia with her family. They had nine children, one of whom was Adeline, who would later 
marry Frederick Neville. 

John (1846 -1927) and Emma Neville (1849 -1931) on their Golden Wedding Anniversary 
. 

Frederick Charles Neville and Adeline Mayers Wedding 
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Hazel’s parents were Frederick Charles Neville and Adeline Mayers.  Fred had served in the 
Queensland Navy on HMQS Gayundah and later bought a farm in the Nambour, Queensland 
district. From her youth, Adeline was a strong supporter of the Women’s Christian Temperance 
Union.  They had four children. 

The Neville Family 
Back Row: Richard Clinton, Frederick Neville, Charles Mervyn 

Front Row: Adeline Heather, Adeline Neville, Evelyn Hazel 
 

HMQS Gayundah 
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The Neville Family 
 

  
On April 23rd 1919, a baby girl was born in Nambour, to 
Frederick Charles and Adeline Neville.  Hazel was the 
third child to be born. Her two brothers, Charles Mervyn 
and Richard Clinton, welcomed their first sister. Later, 
their other sister Adeline Heather was born. 
 
The family, attended the Nambour Methodist Church.  
The reality of God and His Son Jesus Christ, was part of 
this Christian home.  Later they purchased a house in 
Wooloowin which they called “Bethany.” 
 
Frederick’s brother Will, who owned a sawmill in Bald 
Hills invited his brother to join him in Brisbane. In 1921 
the family arrived.  Following a brief time at Albion, the 
family moved to Bald Hills. They attended the Lutwyche 
Methodist Church, and during this time, heard about a 
returned missionary from India, who was conducting 
services at Windsor.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Frederick and Adeline Neville with 
their firstborn Charles Mervyn Neville 

Lutwyche Methodist Church 1925 
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Florrie Mortimore was one of the pioneers of the Pentecostal Movement in Australia and the 
Neville family attended her meetings at Grafton Lodge. 
 
It cost the family something to worship with this fervent group of believers.  Many of their friends 
turned away from them because of the Neville’s belief in the Second Coming of Christ and the 
inerrancy of the Word of God.  Hazel, as a child, had a tenderness toward the Lord and developed 
a beautiful love-relationship with Him. 
 
In 1927, the family moved to Zillmere where they would stay for six years.  It was during this time 
that the family visited with the Hannah family at Chermside. They attended Evangelist Van Eyk’s 
Campaign at the Bohemia Theatre in Stanley Street South Brisbane, along with the Buse and the 
Bowden families. 
 
In 1933, Dr. Mina Brawner was ministering with Pastor Harold Martin at the “Bethel Assembly.”  
They joined with the People’s Evangelistic meeting in St. Paul’s Terrace.  The Neville family joined 
the newly combined Fellowship.  By this time, Mervyn, the oldest brother, now a teenager, 
attended the Booth-Clibborn Canvass Cathedral.  He brought back a report to the Fellowship of 
God’s blessing upon Booth-Clibborn’s ministry.  In time, the family joined William Booth-
Clibborn’s Tent meetings in the Valley.  He was a grandson of General William Booth, the founder 
of the Salvation Army. 
 
At the end of 1932, the family shifted to Banyo. Transport facilities were better there, and Hazel 
attended the Brisbane Technical College to complete a commercial course.  
 
This was the same year that Glad Tidings Tabernacle (Christian Covenant Church) was built.  The 
family continued to worship there. 

Evangelist William Booth Clibborn Tent Meetings 
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In 1934, Hazel commenced work as a Junior Book-keeper at the Brisbane Electrical Company.  
Hazel was always active in her church, in music ministry, secretarial assistance, youth, open-air 
activities and taught a Sunday School class. 
 

Deacons at Glad Tidings Tabernacle 
Frederick Neville (back row left), Jack Easton (Front Row 2nd from right) 

Christian Covenant Church 
Glad Tidings Tabernacle, Barry Parade, The Valley, Brisbane. 
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It was during this period, that a fine young man called Jack Easton, appeared in Hazel’s life.  He 
had found the reality of Jesus Christ in 1930 at a Salvation Army Congress, held in Brisbane Town 
Hall.  
 
Although he had a heart towards God as a young child, it was there, after hearing the Gospel for 
the first time, he made a commitment that was to provide the foundation for his life.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Beautiful hearts – Beautiful feet!                                                    Denis & Gwen Smith 

 

                                                               Page 13 of 46 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Jack and Hazel Easton 
  
John Samuel Lawrence Easton (Jack) was born in Rozelle, Sydney on the 23rd February 1912, the 
middle child of three sons. The first nine years of his life were happy ones in a working-class 
family of three boys.  Then tragedy struck with the sudden death of his father – then in his mid-
forties.   In those days, in the early 1920s, there was no Social Security and a modest life insurance 
policy was all his mother had to support the family.  Among his earliest memories Jack recalled 
that his neighbours conducted a function in order to raise finance for his distressed family. 

The next move was to Brisbane to his maternal grandfather’s home because his mother’s health 
had broken from the shock and tragedy.  She endeavoured to go out and do washing but under 
conditions in those days – scrubbing boards etc. she did not have the strength to earn enough 
to “keep the wolf from the door.” 
 
Due to tensions – caused by a jealous stepmother of his mother, the family were soon out 
fending for themselves in New Farm, Brisbane.   

Australian Rules Football Team 1925 
Jack Easton at 13 (Back Row, 3rd from left)  
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By that time Jack was ten years old, and he and his older brother Bill were forced to go out 
working on milk carts, from 4.00 a.m. for several hours, to earn a little money to keep the home 
going.  His younger brother Charlie did not have to join them.  When the milk round was 
completed, Jack would go home for breakfast, then off to school.  After school, he would be 
selling newspapers. 
 
In this way they managed to keep a roof over their head and maintain a small income. When 
Jack was 14 he left school and worked with Perrotts, the florists.  He was later apprenticed to 
the sign writing and painting trade.   
 
All through his childhood his mother and father, although at first, not church attendees, always 
sent the three boys to the Sunday School at whichever church was nearest to where they 
happened to be living.  This laid the biblical foundation for which he was always thankful. 
 
In his teenage years Jack was associated with the Y.M.C.A. (1929).  In December 1930, a friend, 
Len Riley, took him to a Salvation Army service in the Brisbane City Hall.  There Jack gave his life 
to Christ at the age of 18.  He later enrolled for Naval Training but resigned that career so that, 
to quote him, he could “live all out for the Lord.” 
 
In 1938 he became very sick with pleurisy.  The young people from church came and prayed for 
him.  Subsequent events showed it was indeed the Lord who had healed him.  Being sick for so 
long, he lost his job so, went timber hauling. He later attended and became involved with the 
Booth-Clibborn revival and was baptised in water there on his 20th birthday.    

Jack Easton’s Water Baptism Certificate signed by William Booth Clibborn 1932 
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It was soon after he felt that God was calling him to world missions. After hearing a challenging 
address concerning ministry to the unreached Aboriginals of North Queensland, he sought the 
Lord for the fulness of God’s Holy Spirit.  Jack told the Lord that if he was filled with the Holy 
Spirit, he would serve Him by working with the aboriginal people of our land. Not long 
afterwards, God fulfilled His part of the request and Jack was ready to fulfil his part of the 
agreement.   
 
In the Canvas Cathedral, Jack was ministering with the young people – the Ambassadors for 
Christ.  He and Hazel were Ambassadors. 
 
Jack was always a missionary.  In the early days of Glad Tidings Tabernacle he would travel with 
a team, which included, Jean Bollow (Gwen Smith’s mother) and Fred Schwarz to the Tweed 
River to minister to the Aboriginal Community.    
 
Although Jack had seen Hazel earlier, it was some time before he plucked up the courage to 
make the contact that would eventually bring them together.  His first request was in writing!  
He was working, hauling timber in the Kilkivan and Kilcoy areas. He wrote to Hazel asking her to 
type some notes he had taken about ‘Creation.’  Hazel refused! 
 
However, “faint heart never won fair lady!” The ice had been broken and their friendship would 
continue to develop. 
 
Hazel’s mother said to her one day, “You’d better be careful, Hazel.  Jack has a missionary call 
and you are not built for the Mission Field.” A mother’s concern would eventually be eclipsed by 
the next events that occurred in their lives.  
 
It was during the mid-1930s, that one of the world’s 
greatest Missionary Statesman came to the Salvation 
Army Temple in Anne Street, Brisbane.   
 
The message which thundered over the pulpit from 
the overflowing heart of Oswald J. Smith is 
summarised by one of his well-known statements, 
“Why should anyone hear the Gospel twice, before 
everyone has heard it once?” 
 
This missionary statesman from the People’s Church 
in Toronto, Canada, who had influenced so many 
people for overseas service, came with a message that 
challenged the hearts of Jack Easton and Hazel Neville. 
This was the confirming moment in their lives. 
 Oswald J. Smith 
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In 1939, the Second World War was 
declared, so Jack returned to 
Brisbane where he worked for the 
Shell Company until drafted into the 
Army from 1941 – 1945.  He was 
discharged in Townsville when the 
war ended. 
 
Among Hazel’s earliest recollections 
are those of Pentecostal gatherings 
in Brisbane, where her parents had 
been led into Pentecostal blessing 
when she was a small child.  In her 
early teens she served the Lord in 
her Sunday School.   
 
One Sunday night when she was a 
teenager, praying at the church altar 
– that God’s people might fulfil John 
13:34, “A new commandment I give 
unto you that you should love one 
another as I loved you.” While she 
was there praying, she was filled 
with the Holy Spirit.   
 
About that time her heart was 
deeply stirred by a missionary vision 
and call upon her life.   
 

The Holy Spirit’s pleadings were irresistible and she yielded to His call.   
 
She confessed she was very nervous of what it might mean in sacrifice and the price to be paid.    
 
For several years, there seemed to be no missionary door of service open to her.  But God kept 
speaking to her, particularly through the words of an old hymn: 

 
“Out in the dark they are dying, 

For them His life he gave. 
Go tell the lost of salvation 
Give them a chance to live. 

 
Uttermost part is His order, 

Dare any answer, ‘No.’ 
What will you say when you meet Him? 

If you refuse to go?” 
 

Hazel Neville and Jack Easton 
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Jack and Hazel were engaged in 1940, and on the 7th March, 1942, joined with her sister Heather, 
in a double wedding. They were married by Pastor W.A. Buchanan who officiated in Glad Tidings 
Tabernacle.  Two young men, serving in the Australian Army at this time, pledged their love to 
their fiancées. Jack Easton claimed Hazel as his bride. George Conwell claimed her younger sister, 
Heather, as his bride.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After the wedding, they moved to their new home in Banyo. Jack was in the 117th Army General 
Hospital Corps, and soon under “sealed orders” travelled north to Townsville.   
 
Eventually the convoy arrived on the Atherton Tablelands, where he stayed for two more years. 
 
Around that time, Hazel wrote in one of her journals, “I had a new home – a bride’s dream, 
but it didn’t satisfy!” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

George Conwell, Heather Neville, Hazel Neville, Jack Easton on their Wedding Day 
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Daintree Mission 
 
Lloyd Averill recalled, “Our first meeting with Jack and Hazel was in 1945. We were involved 
in missionary work on the coast, south of Cairns and were visiting the Coulters’ home in 
Yungaburra on the Atherton Tableland for a meeting. Hazel was staying with the Coulters and 
helping Meg Robinson who was a missionary to the South Sea Islanders in the District, while 
Jack was at the Tolga Military Camp not far away. He obtained leave for the night and we had 
a great meeting. In the morning I was suspicious and had a look around. I said to Jack ‘Where 
did you sleep last night’?  
 
He replied rather quietly, ‘On the floor.’ I had had his bed. That act cemented our friendship 
forever.  And so, I met my initial first century believer. The same perfume from God’s 
presence, which permeated the early believers, permeated the life of Jack Easton.” 
 
By 1946 Jack and Hazel were in Daintree as missionaries to the Australian aborigines. They 
assisted Pastor and Mrs. H.S.G. Davidson who were to leave soon after their arrival.  
 
Glad Tidings Tabernacle remained their home church.  Hazel needed a Permit from the 
Department of Defence, to travel north beyond Silkwood to be with Jack.  With a leave pass from 
his Commanding Officer, he travelled to Yungaburra where he met Arnold Con Goo, who later 
became one of our ministers in the Ord River area of Western Australia. 
 
But, the Army refused to grant permission! 
 
But, at this time, the Assemblies of God in Queensland was supporting Pastor & Mrs. H.S.G. 
Davidson in a Mission Outreach in Daintree North Queensland. The Executive Presbytery were 
instrumental in obtaining a Permit for Hazel to travel north. She had volunteered her secretarial 
and book-keeping expertise to assist the Davidsons in their ministry. 
 
God had promised Hazel “You will go out with joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and 
hills will burst into song before you, and all the trees of the field will clap their hands.  Instead of 
the thornbush will grow the juniper, and instead of briers the myrtle will grow. This will be for 
the Lord’s renown, for an everlasting sign, that will endure forever.” (Isaiah 55:12-13) 
 
On weekends, Jack received a Leave Pass from his Commanding Officer, and he and Hazel 
travelled to Yungaburra where they taught Sunday School. Arnold Con Goo was one of those 
children! 
 
The Davidsons believed God was calling them to New Guinea.  The Eastons would be an ideal 
couple to carry on the work at Daintree. 
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Arrangements were made and Jack was discharged from the army shortly before the end of 
World War 2. 
 
They assumed the leadership of Daintree Mission at the end of 1945, where they worked for five 
years, enjoying God’s blessing upon their ministry 

 
  

Daintree Mission House 

Daintree 1947  
The hearse with Jack Easton – as the coffin maker, undertaker and minister at all funerals  

Daintree Mission with children 
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Papua New Guinea 
 
Pastor Hugh Davidson was sent to New Guinea in the latter months of 1947, by the Executive 
Council of the Assemblies of God in Australia, to plan for the establishing of a Missionary work 
amongst those people.  He introduced himself to the Administrator and appropriate authorities 
explaining the purpose of his visit. He was shown different areas of need and he was invited to 
investigate.  He returned to Australia early in 1948.  Through that year, he talked to many Pastors 
and shared with many Assemblies the imminent launch of a Mission in New Guinea. On his 
return from this trip he had decided on Maprik, Sepik Province, to be the place to establish the 
Assemblies of God Mission.  
 
He had no idea of the location of the Mission Station as he departed in October, 1948, for the 
Maprik area of the Sepik Province.  The men had to go prayerfully, trusting God to lead and open 
doors so they would establish a base in the right place.    Remember, in those days it was Papua 
and the Trust Territory of New Guinea.  We spoke of New Guinea in that era – now we speak of 
the nation of Papua New Guinea. 
 

Pastor Don Westbrook (Cyril Westbrook’s father) who was the Pastor of the Assembly of God, 
Gympie, had been challenged by the Lord to be available to assist Hugh Davidson.  No one in 
Australia had come forward to accompany Ps. Davidson as a missionary-partner or to go and 
build the Mission house.  The Lord spoke to Don Westbrook to offer his abilities to make this 
venture a success.   
 

Gympie Assembly of God, Queensland 1946  
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Don Westbrook had been a Builder for many years before 
following the call of God into full time ministry.   
 
The Gympie Assembly released him for six months to do this trip. 
Through their correspondence with the Davidson family who had 
travelled to New Guinea, what we now know as the “Macedonian 
Call,” came to Jack and Hazel.  
 
“Come over and help us!” was the message.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assembly of God, Woombye, Queensland  

Pastor Don Westbrook 

Pastor Hugh Davidson and his family in Papua New Guinea  
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After farewelling their friends at the Daintree Mission, they travelled to Woombye where they 
assumed the leadership of the church. 

 
Lloyd Averill spoke of Jack Easton in these 
words, “Such an experience has been yours if 
you have met up with Jack Easton.  Jack was 
neither high class nor low class. He was ALL 
class. Whether dressed in a navy-blue suit or 
whatever dress was appropriate on the 
mission field, Jack always had an appearance 
that spoke of an inner disposition. Jack was 
most agreeable.   It would have been very 
difficult to have an argument with him and yet 
he was without compromise when the 
occasion required it.” 
 
Lloyd continued, “I was conducting the 
funeral of Mrs. McLeod at Taigum Gardens 
some time ago. I asked Jack to say a word for 
the occasion. He almost turned the funeral 
service into a revival meeting by his 
enthusiasm and contagious joy.   A kind and 
loving friend ‘sincere and without rebuke in 
the midst of a crooked world’ has gone to his 
eternal reward, into the presence of the Lord 
whom He loved and served so faithfully for so 
long.” 

 
In preparation for the fulfilling of ‘the call of God to go to New Guinea,’ Morris Hovey enrolled 
at Commonwealth Bible College and in March 1950 arrived in PNG. He and Hugh Davidson 
responded to a call from the people of Hayfield and Morris set up camp in Tamaui to extend the 
witness of the Gospel.   In September Cyril Westbrook arrived to work with Morris Hovey.   
 

Edith and Lloyd Averill 

First Camp at Ilingita, Maprik  
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The missionaries walked to 
the villages until 1951, when 
they purchased a rusted 
renovated jeep in Wewak that 
had been abandoned after 
World War II and repaired. 
They had it flown in to 
Hayfield airstrip where it 
served them in their work for 
God. 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Jack and Hazel Easton were sent out from Glad Tidings to Papua New Guinea in 1950 during the 
ministry of Pastor Felix Lloyd-Smith.   Lloyd Averill reminisced, “I have often wondered what it 
would have been like to have met a Christian from the first few days after Pentecost, a person 
carrying the freshness and the sweet odour from the presence of the Lord and then I met one – 
Jack Easton!”   

“How beautiful are the feet …” 

65-kilometre trek from Wewak to Yangoru 
Cyril Westbrook is carried across a swollen river  
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Jack and Hazel travelled north by train from Woombye to Cairns and caught a plane to Port 
Moresby, then travelled to Madang, where they waited for their goods to arrive. 
 
It was September 1950. From Wewak they flew inland to Maprik in the Sepik District. 

 
Although the names may mean little to us, these names struck a chord in the heart of the Eastons 
– Serunjui and Rokoman, two of the Village Elders and Luluais from the Maprik District who 
represented the people to whom the Eastons had come. 
 
The Davidsons had been working here for some time. Morris Hovey went to Tamaui, and Cyril 
Westbrook trekked across the mountains to Wingei. 
 
In September Jack and Hazel walked for miles into the Kalabu area, near Maprik where they 
established a work for God. 
 
 

Eastons arriving in Papua New Guinea  
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Hazel Easton outside her Kalabu house 

“How beautiful were the feet of those that brought Good news upon the mountains!”  
(Isaiah 52:7) 
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The Wingei people requested missionaries.  After consulting with the Government officer at 
Yangoru, Cyril Westbrook became their first missionary in April 1951. In 1953, the Yangoru 
people requested a missionary and Hugh Davidson’s brother Alister, stayed until the Eastons 
returned from furlough in Australia. There, they set up a small saw-mill using an old Jeep engine 
to power the saw. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Haus Tambaran, Maprik, East Sepik District  

Ngwalindu figures inside the Haus Tambaran 
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I was once asked, “Why not leave the people of New Guinea in their own cultural world? Why 
take the Gospel to them?  Aren’t they better off left alone?” 
 
My response was simple. I related that I had asked some people of Papua New Guinea that 
question and they gave me an answer that included stories of sorcery, idol worship, murder and 
fear, inter-tribal fighting, brutal initiations and pagan ceremonies to idols they had carved with 
their own hands. 
 
They knew the power of the message of Christianity that lifted them from the darkness of 
hopelessness to a future filled with light and hope – there was no doubt in their minds!” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Serunjui (on left) in full regalia for a Sing-sing at Maprik 
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Yangoru 
 
Shortly before their furlough in 1953, Jack and Hazel had accepted an invitation from the elders 
of Yangoru to provide a ministry to that area. At the invitation of Warasaba, Baradua and Yineii, 
the Tul Tul and Luluais, they returned to Yangoru at the completion of their furlough, and 
commenced a work for God that had a far-reaching impact into the community – and in time, to 
the nation. 
 
Many of the missionaries can recall Jack’s jeep driving abilities – with and without brakes – as he 
would often turn his head around pointing out places of interest where some significant event 
had occurred, as the jeep swerved in and out of the ruts on the muddy roads. Pastor Norman 
Armstrong from Sydney conducted some great evangelistic crusades with Jack and Hazel in 
Yangoru.  He recounted the time Jack was driving in his usual style on the roads, (which is yet 
another story), when he said, “Jack, I am concerned, can you please show me your pilot’s licence.” 

Pastor W. George Forbes said of Hazel, “Evelyn Hazel Easton served her Lord and the people of 
Papua New Guinea for almost 27 years (1950 - 1976). She was a real pioneer together with her 
husband Jack, in the planting of churches in the Yangoru area of the East Sepik Province.  Her life 
and testimony as well as her ministry and love for the people, have left a great testimony and 
many transformed lives.  

George Forbes speaking at Jack Easton Funeral Service 
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Sister Easton, as she was lovingly called, gave of herself for the cause of Christ in a multitude of 
ways – not the least, being her significant work in Christian literacy and education.  She has left 
her mark for God on the lives of a great number of men and women, some of whom are leaders 
in the churches, whilst others serve in responsible Government positions. Many hundreds will 
rise to call her ‘blessed’ because she loved Jesus Christ so completely and served Him so 
faithfully.” 
 
Of Jack, he said: “Some people are remembered best by their strong personality or their notable 
deeds. I best remember Jack Easton by his unassuming, ‘spiritually natural and naturally 
spiritual,’ way of life. At the same time, his deeds were notable, in terms of lives changed and a 
church planted in Papua New Guinea. 
 
I counted Jack ‘a special friend.’   Through the years it was my privilege to be a co-worker with 
him in the great cause of Christian missions. Not only during his field service, but in the years to 
follow, right up until his years of failing health.  
 
From 1950 to 1976 together with his committed wife and partner, Hazel, he served as a 
missionary, with great distinction, in the East Sepik Province of Papua New Guinea. Their special 
place of effective ministry was at Yangoru, where a special plaque was unveiled in their honour 
in November 1998, during the Jubilee celebrations of the Assemblies of God of Papua New 
Guinea. 
 

Jack was always the same. His walk with God 
was evident in his everyday life. He never 
sought position or power, but always sought 
the glory of God and the best for people. He 
served as the senior missionary at Yangoru 
for many years and as the Deputy Field 
Leader of our PNG team for a good number 
of years.  I found him to be a man of grace 
and wisdom when we were dealing with 
leadership decisions.  
 
National leaders can best tell of Jack 
Easton’s ministry and influence as a man of 
God and as a missionary. I place on record 
my recognition of him as the one God used 
to demonstrate that He accepted people 
who were in a polygamous marriage, by 
filling a precious woman with the Holy Spirit 
as Jack ministered to her. Jack Easton then 
obeyed the Word of God and baptised her 
in water, even though he knew our 
Australian Conference had ruled otherwise. 
God vindicated this act of obedience and 
courage.” 

Pastor Jacob Ganba 
First Assemblies of God National Superintendent 
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The village of Yangoru and surrounding villages – this is the heart of the matter.  It was from this 
area that a young man came to Christ.  His name was Joseph Maru.  He became the second 
General Superintendent of the Assemblies of God in Papua New Guinea, following Pastor Jacob 
Ganba.  Above all, he spoke on behalf of thousands of people who had been influenced by the 
ministry of the Eastons at Jack’s funeral in January 1999 in Brisbane.   

 
Mr. Simeon Manihia perhaps 
summarised the ministry of Jack and 
Hazel in his address at Jack’s funeral. 
 
“I stand here sad and sorrowful, but 
deep inside, I am joyful. My heart is 
full of praises to God for giving his 
great servant his well-earned and 
peaceful rest in eternity.  I speak on 
behalf of the people of Yangoru. 
Words cannot express how deeply 
we feel for the passing of this great 
man who was prompted by God to 
discard the comforts of Australian life 
to come up to us in the Sepik, 
particularly the Yangoru area, an area 
of unknown diseases and 
confrontation with powers of 
darkness.   Simeon Manihia speaking at Jack Easton’s funeral 

General Superintendent Joseph Maru speaking on behalf of the Assemblies of God in New Guinea 
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We also pay homage to his wife, Hazel who went to be with the Lord in 1986.  She contributed 
tirelessly to spread the Gospel working alongside her dear husband, even with ailing health in 
the later days of her life. 
 
On the evening of Tuesday, at 6.45 pm, Jack Easton was welcomed home by his Master, His 
beloved wife Hazel and a great band of Angels. Jack Easton is in Heaven right now, there is no 
better place to be than Heaven where his master said to him: “Well done my good and faithful 
servant” 
 
Despite our moment of grief, we are heartened by the fact that his joy is now complete and full. 
His was a peaceful passing.   For the Yangoru people, it is the end of a truly remarkable and 
eventful era. Jack Easton goes down in Yangoru history as the driving force behind our spiritual 
and educational development – a man of tenacious faith, versatility and incredibly powerful 
inner strength. 
 
During a trip to Papua New Guinea several years ago he attended a church service at a Port 
Moresby AOG church where during introductions, he reached over and whispered to the church 
elder to let the congregation know he did not have any children 
 
But the elder, Simeon Manihia immediately cut in and said: “we ARE your children,” and pointed 
out a number of Yangoru people in the church “they are your children.” 
 
At the Yangoru AOG Mission, a monument was erected in November during the 50th Anniversary 
Golden Jubilee Celebrations of the PNG Church – it was built with 50 stones collected from the 
nearby Hambile River where Pastor Easton frequently conducted baptismal services. A plaque 
mounted on it commemorates the work of Jack and Hazel Easton.  
 
A primary school near Yangoru station which was opened recently has been named Easton 
Community School and we are at present discussing the possibility of naming the Yangoru AOG 
Primary School Library, The Hazel Easton Library, after it has been renovated. 
 
In line with the dictates of Yangoru custom, on the morning following a burial, there is a 
ceremony called “Rumbungu” 
 
It is a time when the deceased person’s children pool their resources and pay off all his debts. 
Our strong cultural networking and socio-economic obligation to each other always inevitably 
renders one into debts. The greater the sphere of his influence, the higher the debts and 
liabilities. The call for cash and traditional valuables comes on the morning of the Rumbungu. 
 
Jack Easton – led by God – is leaving behind a legacy of powerful Pentecostal and spiritual 
ministry over a very large area of influence with almost every village boasting a church. Where 
there is an AOG Church in Papua New Guinea, you will find that a Yangoru has pioneered the 
work. Pastor Easton has instilled the heart of Missions into us.  
 
Our National Superintendent Joseph Maru and the Evangelist Pastor Joseph Walters are shining 
examples. 
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The Yangoru people have sent us here to say that; tomorrow morning, there will be no 
Rumbungu because there are no debts.  Jack Easton owes the people of Yangoru, nothing, 
absolutely nothing. On the contrary, he left as creditor; we are indebted to Jack Easton.  
 
We are also indebted to the Almighty God who directed the feet of Jack Easton and led him into 
our midst, our valleys, our hunting grounds, our ceremonial arenas, our ancestral and spiritual 
sites, our ridge tops and our mountain tops.  
 
He owes us nothing. No, there will be no Rumbungu.  
 
Let me briefly explain why.  Jack Easton’s obedience to the call of God has resulted in the total 
uprooting and destruction of demonic worship offered to and inside the Haus Tambaran. There 
is not one Haus Tambaran standing in Yangoru. Hallelujah! 
 
The lashes of the spiked whip administered on Jesus have replaced the ceremonial and painful 
lashes a young man receives before he is pronounced an adult. 
 
Those ceremonial sites have given way to Church buildings! 
 
While the sin nature of mankind is still evident, demonic worship has been completely 
eradicated. 
 
Jack and Hazel, not only brought to us the Gospel, they introduced us to the western literacy and 
numerals – they championed the cause of Education and mission agency schools for the whole 
of the East Sepik Province. 
 
After they moved into Yangoru in 1954, Hazel started her first class in a garage shed within six 
weeks of arrival. By 1957, The Yangoru AOG mission school became the first government 
recognized agency school in the whole of East Sepik. 
 
Today the school can boast of having revolutionized the life-styles of hundreds of Yangoru 
people. We have accountants, teachers, lawyers, engineers, medical doctors, pilots and 
journalists and a great number of tradesmen. 
 
One of PNG’s first four national Defence Force pilots, The Late Major Philip Safihao came out of 
AOG Yangoru. Senior Law lecturer and Pro-Vice Chancellor Dr John Luluaki of the University of 
Papua New Guinea is another fine example of children who passed through AOG Yangoru.  
 
The former Premier of East Sepik Province Jonathan Sengi is another and first national agency 
teacher, the late Peter Kendin whose son Dr Gideon Kendino is PNG’s best, if not the authority, 
on sports medicine. They are some who come to mind out of the hundreds who passed through 
the AOG school system.   
 
All of us here today have come through the mission school. 
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Despite his length of stay in Yangoru – 1954 to 1973 and the spread of his influence among the 
Yangoru, there will be no Rumbungu although he is a member of our family and tribe, and father 
to hundreds and grandfather to thousands. 
 
However, we do owe him a lot – we will observe his dying wish.” 
 
During a rare video interview with Simeon Manihia on July 16th 1997 at his Beth-Eden residential 
unit, he made a passionate plea to the Yangoru people to hold firm and steadfast onto Jesus. 
 
He was asked: What are your last words to the people of Yangoru? He said cheerfully: “My last 
words! The best is yet to come … My heart is in Yangoru” and he broke down in tears. He 
regained his composure and went on: “Yes, that’s where my heart is” and through more tears 
he continued; “Ah yes, tell them to keep on going on in Jesus, keeping filled with the Spirit. Never 
let tribal differences or personal hardships come in. Keep your eyes on Jesus, look unto Jesus the 
author and the finisher of our faith.” 
 
Asked to say it in Pidgin, he reached out for his pidgin Bible and quoted 1st Corinthians 15: 58: 
“Olsem na ol brata tru bilong mi, yupela I mas stap strong na inoken suruk liklik, yupela I save 
olsem hatwok yupela isave mekim bilong Bikpela em bai I no inap lus nating. Olsem na oltaim 
yupela I mas wok strong long mekim wok bilong Bikpela.” 
 
He continued: “I got that scripture many years ago, in the ‘30s. Be ye steadfast, unmovable in 
the work of the Lord. For as much as you know your labour is not in vain in the Lord. That’s when 
He baptised me in the Holy Spirit. That’s good. Tell them to go on in the Lord.” 
 
Simeon continued to address the spell-bound audience, “The Yangoru people take the wishes of 
our dying fathers seriously and especially from our spiritual father, sent to us by God. We will 
honour your wish, Pastor Jack Easton. There will be no Rumbungu tomorrow. Because we are 
indebted to you and the one who sent you to us. 
 
We will honour your wish, we will hold steadfast in the Lord. We will stand firm and continue to 
labour for the Lord. 
 
Pastor Jack Easton has run a good race and fought the good fight. At his passing over to a peaceful 
and well-earned rest, he is survived by hundreds of children and grandchildren at Yangoru where 
his heart is.”  In the Yangoru language Simon continued: 
 

Pastor Easton, ninere  ritak mwakik. 
Mine Jesus wa yekere wiambwa lo 

Mine Jesus ting wohwie mina ti nineng yekere ruisik mwalembi minie hwie. 
Ninere yawi nangu kwaria minere 

Minera jinkiri, mentamba to yekere 
Nin-neng yekere ritak hriaminere 

Nin-ne kwembi tambi yo 
Nine yekere lo. 

God ti mwanduhwak, ti mwanduhwak, ti mwanduhwak due. 
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And then added the translation: 
 

How lovely are the feet of those upon the mountains 
Who bring Good News, Good News 

Announcing Peace 
Proclaiming News of Happiness 

Our God Reigns, Our God Reigns, Our God Reigns.” 
 
It was an incredibly moving response on behalf of the Yangoru people. 

 
Hazel Easton’s early commitment was to teach 
the people to read and established a literacy 
school there. This proved to be an invaluable 
decision, allowing the people to read God’s 
Word for themselves. 
 
In October 1986, while Gwen and I were 
conducting Hazel’s funeral at Southside 
Church, Brisbane, a Memorial Service was 
conducted at the same time at Yangoru.   
 
An offering was received as the first 
missionary offering ever taken at Yangoru to 
be used to send missionaries from Papua New 
Guinea overseas to serve the Lord.  That is the 
legacy they left to world missions! 
 
The incredible dedication of these 
missionaries has been rewarded as a strong 
national church has grown from the seeds 
planted there. Hugh Davidson and his family 
are also honoured as an incredible family with 
high commitment and unreserved dedication 
to the Lord of the Harvest who will reward 
them at the Throne! 

 
Pastors Neil and Allison Grady followed Jack and Hazel to Yangoru when the Eastons returned to 
Australia.   
 
Neil reflected, “The more Allison and I followed the footsteps of Pastors Jack and Hazel Easton 
in the picturesque foothills of the Torricelli mountains of the East Sepik province, while based at 
Yangoru, the more we grew to appreciate and admire the great work and foundation they had 
laid. 
 
Pastor Jack Easton had influenced me as a teenager during his furlough ministry, which helped 
fuel my calling to New Guinea.   

Language and Literature Convention 
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But his greatest influence on my life came from my seeing the results of his ministry and of being 
a part of reaping what he had sown. 
 
Wherever I drove or walked, Pastor Easton had already been there – even though he did not 
have the same vehicle access as I had.   One village to which I drove several kilometres and then 
walked for one whole day and part of another, Pastor Easton had been the last white visitor 16 
years earlier.   Wherever Jack walked in the Yangoru area, my ambition was to reach there also.  
It is interesting to note, that today there is a strong national church in every village to which we 
walked. 
 
One of the outstanding qualities that I observed was the faithfulness that Pastor Easton instilled 
in the key leaders whom he trained.  Words cannot describe the faithfulness of these men he 
left behind.  Because of that, Yangoru and surrounding areas now have strong churches.  
Yekasolia from Kwagwi is a good example.  He faithfully held a church service in his village against 
all odds when the majority had abandoned their faith.  Today there is a strong church in that 
village which is a credit to the faithfulness of this brother. 
 
Before returning to Yangoru on Sunday 24th May 1981 for our second term of service, Allison 
and I received a unique vision of the area and what God would do.  Several years later, when I 
was listening to Pastor Easton share his testimony of his personal vision received in the early 
1950s for Yangoru, we were overwhelmed to realise that it was identical to ours. 
 
It came from Isaiah 55:12-13 - “You will go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains 
and hills will burst into song before you, and all the trees of the field will clap their hands. Instead 
of the thorn bush will grow the pine tree, and instead of briers the myrtle will grow. This will be 
for the Lord’s renown, for an everlasting sign, which will not be destroyed.” 
 
Since that time, there has been the fulfillment of those promises in Yangoru – even in what were 
formally the strongest Satanic domains, literally – they sing and clap their hands for joy in praise 
to the Living God. 
 
The churches and schools today at Yangoru as well as many leaders of New Guinea are a living 
tribute to the faithfulness of his servants, Pastor Jack and his wife Hazel Easton.” 
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Australia 
 
Jack was an ordained minister of the Assemblies of God in 
Australia. Among many of his ministries, he was pastor of the 
Woombye church before leaving for New Guinea and in his 
retirement served at the Inala and Southside churches. He 
was also Chaplain to Beth Eden, and pastor and friend to 
hundreds.  Pastor John Lewis, was then, the Assistant General 
Superintendent and spoke on behalf of the Assemblies of God 
in Australia. 
 
“On behalf of the National General Superintendent Pastor 
Brian Houston, the National Executive and fellowship of the 
AOG in Australia, we offer our deepest sympathy to the 
family and friends of the late Pastor Jack Easton.  He was 
rugged of mind and will when facing the difficulties of a PNG 
tropical climate and all the challenges that entails, yet having 
flexibility and willingness to make the adjustments necessary 
to communicate with a people of a different culture and 
tongue.   
 
He was tough and uncompromising when it came to the absolutes of God’s word, yet loving and 
compassionate to those the Lord had placed in his care as their Shepherd. 
 
A lesser man than Jack Easton could not have survived the numerous obstacles that those early 
pioneers faced, the heat, food, water, living conditions, disease and even death. 
 
They were compelled by the compassion of Christ to take the Gospel to a people who he and his 
wife Hazel loved and for whom they dedicated the best years of their life. 
 
In those days the AOG never had the Missionary Training Facilities available today. These 
pioneers had to learn the language and cross culture communications in super quick time. What 
they may have lacked in formal training they made up for in magnanimous hearts of compassion 
to reach those people with the love of the Lord. 
 
In October 1998 I had the privilege to be involved in the 50th Celebration of the AOG in PNG.  
 
On many occasions the names of Jack and Hazel Easton were mentioned in the context of key 
persons with significant influence into the lives of leaders, and the early establishment of the 
Church in PNG. He was truly a Father in the faith not just an instructor. His life and example 
worthy to be called Christ-like. 

Jack and Hazel Easton 



Beautiful hearts – Beautiful feet!                                                    Denis & Gwen Smith 

 

                                                               Page 38 of 46 

 

I last saw Jack when I visited him in hospital towards the end of last year, he had undergone 
major surgery, but he had faith, there was still some good years left for him to serve the Lord.  
 
Jack and Hazel Easton were ministers of the Gospel that the AOG in Australia were proud to call 
Our Ministers, Our Missionaries. 
 
This fellowship salutes you Jack. You have not only advanced the Kingdom of God in PNG and 
Australia but you have been a great ambassador for the AOG.  Thank you for your integral 
diligence and Christ-likeness.  
 
You’re a hero Jack Easton because, although you may have been weak and frail in body, you 
finished the race of life incredibly strong in faith. You have received your crown; you have heard 
the words from him who was the central theme of your life, ‘Well done good and faithful servant 
enter into the joy of the Lord.’ 
 
I bless you in the name of the Lord Jesus. Jack Easton on behalf of the AOG in Australia.” 
 
Pastor A.T. Davidson, a former General Superintendent 
of the Assemblies of God in Australia, summarised his 
thoughts when Hazel passed away: 
 
“How fortunate you are Hazel, you have seen His face. His 
name is inscribed upon your forehead and you have 
entered His heavenly service. (Revelation 22:23-24) 
 
Hazel has left us. She will be sorely missed (God, bless and 
comfort you Jack). On Wednesday last at 11.00 a.m. a 
door opened in Heaven and a voice called, ‘Come up 
higher my Daughter!’ (Revelation 4:1) Oh, the glory of it! 
Yes, she, shall be sorely missed but who would deny her 
this crowning joy of her life?  
 
For many years I have known Hazel and Jack on the Mission Field on a number of occasions in 
my coming and going as a Council Member. What happy memories and what sweet fellowship!  
 
Hazel and Jack were outstanding missionaries. Hazel always showed much wisdom, and my, how 
they loved her. They trusted and depended on her.  She helped mould the lives of many young 
people who occupy important positions in Church, Government and Business.  Surely, her works 
do follow her.  Farewell Hazel, I’ll be seeing you soon.” 
 
I shared with one of the older men of my congregation concerning Hazel’s home call.  With tears 
in his eyes and praise in his heart he said to me, “Pastor, Heaven is surely is filling with some 
beautiful people!” 
 
This is our tribute to a magnificent Man and Woman of God, a “Mother and Father in Israel” and 
a Missionary to people of Australia and Papua New Guinea.  

A T Davidson 
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We give praise to God for your lives! 

“How beautiful on the mountains 

    are the feet of those who bring good news, 

who proclaim peace, 

    who bring good tidings, 

    who proclaim salvation, 

who say to Zion, 

    ”Your God reigns!” 

Isaiah 52:7 
 
 

Beautiful hearts moved their beautiful feet to bring Good News! 
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Photos 

 

 

Jack and Hazel Easton at Kalabu 1951 

T. L. Evans, Jack Easton, Hazel Easton at Yangoru airstrip with MAF plane 
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Heather Conwell (Hazel’s sister), Gwen Smith (Jack and Hazel’s Niece), Bill Easton, Jack Easton 

Jack Easton doing what he loved most – sharing the Gospel 
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Jack Easton’s Funeral with missionaries and ministers forming a guard of honour at the funeral 
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